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Dear Parents/Carers,
ATTENDANCE
Last week the whole school’s attendance was still 95.5%, which is below our target of 97.5%,
although we do appreciate that this is due to the current situation with COVID cases in
school.
Week 4 Word of the Week:

accompany
verb

1. go somewhere with (someone) as a companion or escort.
“her dog accompanied her on her walk"

verb
2. be present or occur at the same time as (something else).
“Lightning normally accompanies thunder.”

We would love to hear from you if your child makes great use of our 'word of the week' (or any
of the other new vocabulary they have been taught) at home, so please email wotw@west-hillprimary.devon.sch.uk to let us know!
CONTACTING THE SCHOOL
If you need to email the school please do so via admin@west-hill-primary.devon.sch.uk. Please
do not respond directly to emails from westhill-pri@scopay.com - this is for outgoing emails
only. We are not be able to receive any incoming emails sent to this address.

COVID REMINDERS
If your child has a PCR test please could you email admin@west-hill-primary.devon.sch.uk with the
following information:
 Date of LFD test (if taken)
 Date of onset of Covid symptoms (if any)
 Date PCR test taken
 Date PCR result received
 Result of PCR test
 Last day of isolation if you receive a positive result
COVID-19 UPDATE
A multiagency meeting held with Public Health England, Devon County Council Education and Public
Health was held on Monday this week. At this meeting a joint risk assessment was undertaken
alongside a review of the current measures in place and agreement regarding what further
measures may be both effective and proportionate to the risk posed. All agreed current
government guidance was being clearly followed within school, and appropriate measures have
been put in place effectively to maximise the number of children in face-to-face education and
minimise disruption in a way that best manages the COVID-19 risk. The outbreak is contained
within one class and this is due to the work of the school to act and put measures in place quickly.
Rates remain high in the community overall and schools are seeing high levels of cases across
Devon. DCC and PHE will continue to monitor the situation closely with the school.
MESSAGE TO PARENTS Of SCHOOL-AGE CHILDREN FROM STEVE BROWN- DIRECTOR
OF PUBLIC HEALTH DEVON
Nationally and locally we are seeing a rise in coronavirus cases among the
school-age population, but in almost all those cases the young person has
shown no sign of having the virus, or only very mild symptoms, public health
experts confirm.
Public Health Devon says they’re aware that many parents are anxious
about the case rates within schools.
Our Director of Public Health, Steve Brown, said today:
“Although case rates generally in Devon are below national average, we are
continuing to see a rise in coronavirus cases in school age children, and it is likely that this will
continue.
“The fact that most cases show no sign, or very little sign of having the virus, emphasises the
importance of regular testing in order to identify people carrying and potentially spreading the
virus.”
Steve Brown has set out clear advice to parents:


If your child has symptoms of coronavirus, they should not go to school. They should take a PCR
test – not a lateral flow device test – and they should self-isolate pending the result of that test.
Lateral flow device tests are only for people who show no symptoms of having the virus.



If your child is identified as a close contact, including if someone in your household tests
positive, they should take a PCR test. However, unless they have symptoms of coronavirus, they
are not required to stay off school while they wait for the test results.



If your child tests positive with a routine lateral flow device test, they should stay at home
and arrange a PCR test. They should isolate whilst awaiting the result of the PCR test. If the PCR
test is positive, they should continue self-isolating. If the PCR test is negative, they can return
to school, but they should continue to routinely take the lateral flow device tests twice a week.



And to all secondary school age pupils and their teachers, they should be taking lateral flow
device tests twice a week.
“We all know how much learning has been disrupted these last 18 months,” said Steve Brown.
“What’s important now, whilst we are all living with COVID, is that we try to keep COVID-19 case
rates as low as possible, to enable as many children as possible to stay in school.”
“Where we see large outbreaks in schools, we and those schools work closely together to agree
any additional control measures to put in place to help control the spread of the virus.”
“However, with the national change in guidance around close contacts and self-isolation, schools
will only ask classes or year groups to stay at home, to be taught remotely, as a very last resort.”
“We know that this change in approach has caused some concerns with parents, and challenge to
our schools about their response to increased cases, and I assure parents that the approach we
have seen from schools aligns directly to the government and public health guidance.”
“We are working collaboratively across all sectors to ensure that there is an appropriate response
to this new phase of living with coronavirus.”
Public Health experts also say that a lot of young people at the moment have got coughs and
sniffles most commonly associated with winter illnesses.
“There is also a lot of seasonal illness among young people at the moment. If your child has
symptoms such as fever, diarrhoea and/or vomiting– even if they test negative with a PCR test
for coronavirus – please keep your child off school or nursery to avoid spreading other
infections.”
PARENTS’ EVENINGS
Parents’ evenings will be held again via telephone appointments during week beg. 18th October.
Further information will follow on how to book an appointment in next week’s newsletter.
CHANGE OF SCHOOL MENU - THURSDAY 7th OCTOBER
Our school funding is affected by the number of children having school meals on
Census day, which this year is Thursday 7th October. Please note that the menu
on the day has been changed to sausages. Please could we ask for your support
and ask that as many children as possible have a school meal on that day. Thank
you.
DATA COLLECTION SHEETS, CONSENT AND MEDICAL REVIEW FORMS
Please check, complete, sign and return all forms to the office no later than next Friday 8th
October.
If you have not managed to collect your data collection sheet this week, Mrs Boulton will have
them outside the school office at drop off/pick up times next week, otherwise please collect
them from the school office. Thank you.

DOGS ON SITE
We have noticed an increasing number of dogs are being brought to school at drop off/pick up
times. If you use the Village Hall footpath leading towards the tennis court, can we ask you to
ensure your dog is supervised at all times and be respectful of the fact that some children may
be unsure around dogs in such close proximity and in such a congested area. We would also like to
remind you that dogs are not allowed in the tennis court or KS1 playground for safety reasons.
Thank you for your support in this matter.
APPLICATIONS FOR SECONDARY SCHOOLS – YEAR 6 PARENTS
A reminder to parents of Year 6 children that the application system for secondary places in
September 2022 is now open and will close at midnight on 31st October 2021. Apply online at:
https://www.devon.gov.uk/educationandfamilies/school-information/apply-for-a-school-place.
PTFA NEWS
AUTUMN FETE
With the final few invoices still coming in for the fete we do not have
a definitive number raised, but we are on track to have raised around
£5800, which is an incredible amount! Thank you again to everyone
involved that helped to achieve this wonderful figure.
PTFA AGM
The PTFA Annual General Meeting will be held on Wednesday 20th
October, 18.30pm at the Royal British Legion. The AGM is a chance
for you to hear what the PTFA have accomplished over the past year,
and to see if you'd like to become an active member (we promise you
won't automatically be assigned to undertake any specific tasks!).
One role we need to re-fill is the Treasurer role, a key role that is vital to the running of the
charity. Nicky Dew has been invaluable with covering this for us for a number of years, thank you
very much Nicky! There is no pressure to cover for a certain number of years. Please express any
interest by emailing PTFAWH@west-hill-primary.devon.sch.uk.
We'd love to see you at the AGM.
PRINTER CARTRIDGES
Please drop off any used inkjet printer cartridges, within a sealed bag to the school office post
box. These will help earn the PTFA money through a recycling scheme. Details of wanted printer
cartridges can be found here: https://www.recycle4charity.co.uk/inkjetcartridges
AMAZON SMILE
Please see attached poster for details on how to sign up to Amazon Smile (this only needs to be
actioned once, and then sign in via AmazonSmile rather than the normal site). A % of all sales
made on AmazonSmile go towards our PTFA funds if you have us selected as a charity.
CLOTHING COLLECTION
A Bags of Help clothes bank is situated in the McColls' car park, which is collected on a
fortnightly basis. Donations made to this bank are weighed by Bags of Help who in turn give us a
payment, based on the weight. Please do alert us if you ever spot it full before we do!

PTFA FACEBOOK PAGE
Did you know we have a PTFA Facebook page? Please follow "PTFA West Hill Primary School" for
up-to-date information and reminders of events.
Have a lovely weekend.
With my best wishes

Mrs. Cheryl Boulton
Headteacher

