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Dear Parents/Carers,
ATTENDANCE
The whole school’s attendance last week was 77.5%.This is to be expected with the
number of Covid cases across the school at the moment. We are very pleased that
even with up to 6 members of staff isolating with Covid and the challenges of 4 classes
at outbreak level, we have still managed to keep the school and all classes open. Staff
have all been amazing and rallied round as a team willingly taking on additional duties to
ensure everything functioned as normal as possible.
LATEST GOVERNMENT ADVICE TO PARENTS
The latest Government advice to parents of children attending schools is published here. It has
the most up to date advice on face coverings, testing, close contact guidance and rules for selfisolation. If you need any clarity on what to do if your child tests positive or is a close contact,
this is the most up to date source of information.
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-aboutearly-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/step-4update-what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-andcolleges
VISITORS TO SCHOOL
If you visit the school as a volunteer, please can you take a lateral flow test before coming in
and wear a face mask in communal areas. Thank you for your support with this.
SELF- ISOLATION FOR POSITIVE CASES OF COVID-19
Children and adults who are self-isolating with COVID-19 have the option to reduce their
isolation period after 5 full days if they test negative with a lateral flow device (LFD) test on
both day 5 and day 6 and do not have a temperature. They can return to their education or
setting immediately on day 6 following a second negative test. All test results should be
reported to NHS Test and Trace. Anyone who is unable to take LFD tests or anyone who
continues to have a temperature will need to complete the full 10 day period of self-isolation.
PUPILS WHO ARE CLOSE CONTACTS OF COVID-19
Children identified as a close contact of someone with COVID-19, should take a LFD test every
day for seven days and continue to attend school as normal, unless they have a positive test
result or develop symptoms at any time.

Children under 5 are not being advised to take part in daily testing of close contacts. If a child
under 5 is a contact of a confirmed case, they are not required to self-isolate and should not
start daily testing. If they live in the same household as someone with COVID-19 they should
limit their contact with anyone who is at higher risk of severe illness if infected with COVID-19,
and arrange to take a PCR test as soon as possible. They can continue to attend an education or
childcare setting while waiting for the PCR result. If the test is positive, they should follow
the stay at home: guidance for households with possible or confirmed COVID-19 infection.
GOOGLE CLASSROOM
Children who are off school with Covid and feeling up to it are encouraged to access Google
Classroom. Teachers of affected classes are regularly updating work online so children can
engage with their learning from home.
TROPHIES
We will be awarding trophies for this half term in a Trophy Assembly on Friday 18th February.
If your child was the recipient of a trophy at the end last term, can we please ask that the
trophy is returned to the school office by Monday 14th February so it can be awarded to the
next deserving winner.
WEEK 18 WORD OF THE WEEK:

leisure

Noun: leisure
time when one is not working or
occupied; free time.
"people with too much enforced
leisure"

Noun: leisure
use of free time for enjoyment.
"increased opportunities for leisure"

Adverbial phrase
in an unhurried manner.
“the poems were left for others
to read at leisure!”

We would love to hear from you if your child makes great use of our 'word of the week' (or any
of the other new vocabulary they have been taught) at home, so please email wotw@west-hillprimary.devon.sch.uk to let us know!
PARENTS’ EVENINGS
You should have received an email on Tuesday with details of how to book an appointment with
your child’s teacher.
Two household families will be able to schedule a Teams call with their child’s teacher to allow
both parties to attend. Please contact the office using the admin@ to organise this.
We would politely ask all parents to book an appointment during the 2 week window as we
will not be taking requests from parents to book appointments at other times.
MENTAL HEALTH WEEK (7-11th February)
This week we celebrated Mental Health Week 2022 which was introduced to all classes via an
online assembly on Monday. The theme this year is “Growing Together”. Growing Together is
about growing emotionally and finding ways to help each other grow. Challenges and setbacks can
help us to grow and adapt and trying new things can help us to move beyond our comfort zone into
a new realm of possibility and potential. However, emotional growth is often a gradual process
that happens over time, and sometimes we might feel a bit ‘stuck’.
Place2Be lead Children’s Mental Health Week and provide a fantastic selection of free activities
for secondary and primary aged pupils. They offer free to help children and young people to
explore what it means to grow together. All of the ideas can be adapted for use in school, for
home-schooling, online lessons or independent learning.
Here are some more links to good websites for this week:
https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/schools-and-youth-groups/
https://www.annafreud.org/schools-and-colleges/resources/talking-mental-health-animationteacher-toolkit/
https://www.mentallyhealthyschools.org.uk/media/2305/childrens-mental-health-week-toolkitfinal.pdf
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/teach/childrens-mental-health-week/zk37bdm
WORLD BOOK DAY - THURSDAY 3RD MARCH 2022
As you may be aware, World Book Day is happening on the first Thursday back after half term.
The theme for this year is 'You are a Reader'. https://www.worldbookday.com/2021/09/worldbook-day-2022-announcements/
World Book Day 2022 Announcements
In 2022, we are celebrating the 25th anniversary
of World Book Day – with the message for all
children ‘you are a reader‘! It will be filled with
lots of exciting, celebratory ways to promote
reading for pleasure on World Book Day, and allyear round.
www.worldbookday.com

As usual, we are inviting all of the children to dress up as a favourite book character for the day.
We are also delighted that Tipton-based author Jo Earlam will be joining us on the day, reading
to the children and taking their questions. She will be selling her books after school on the day,
and is offering a special £12 deal for any two books, and a £16 deal for all three titles currently
in publication.
Please see the attached information about Jo and her books.
We can't wait to see all the children dressed up as their favourite book characters and look
forward to welcoming Jo Earlam on the first Thursday back after half term.
YEAR 3 – FOSSIL WARDEN EXPERIENCE

A huge thank you to the PTFA for funding a live chat with a Fossil Warden from the Charmouth
Heritage Coast Centre, a fossil loan box for two weeks and an ammonite to polish, for each child
in Class 3. The children have learnt a tremendous amount from all of these resources and enjoyed
asking the Fossil Warden questions about fossils, rocks and soil. They had a virtual tour around
the Charmouth Heritage Coast Centre museum to see all the fossils housed there. This included
an ichthyosaur skeleton and scelidosaurus skeleton.
Once again, on behalf of all the children in Class 3, many thanks to the PTFA for this wonderful
experience.
STOCKLAND CROSS COUNTRY RACES
On Wednesday, I took a group of KS2 children to Stockland for another brilliant afternoon of
Cross Country running. As is tradition, a light rain greeted the athletes and the field was at its
muddy and shoe grabbing best! The children all performed superbly and showed great resilience
and motivation to keep going in difficult conditions. Rose D won the Year 3/4 girls race, whilst
William S and Otto G finished second and third respectively in the 5/6 boys race. Everyone who
took part should be very proud of what they were able to achieve, and it is always a pleasure to
take such dedicated children to the event. A special thanks to Mr and Mrs Laitinen, Mrs Beard
and Mrs Greifenberg for assisting with transport to the event as we were unable to mix classes
on a coach due to our Covid cases.
Mr Sapwell

PARKING IN BEECH PARK
We have noticed that more and more parents are parking in Beech Park. With cars parked on
both sides of the road, visibility is greatly reduced and therefore children’s safety is affected
when trying to cross the road. It also leaves no room for coaches to access the school.
Please could you try to find alternative places to park if the car park is full. Thank you.
ROCKET FUND THANK YOU
You may have noticed a beautiful picture of a tree on the wall just outside the school office. It is
to celebrate those families and members of the wider community who so generously donated
funds to support the purchase of 32 Chromebooks and a storage trolley. Each £100 donor is
represented by a wooden disk as a special thank you.

COATS/WINTER WEATHER
As we are now in winter, please can all parents ensure that their child/children come to school
with a coat each day. Each day, children spend between 1 hour and 1 hour 15 minutes outside
during their 3 play times and we do not have enough spare coats for everyone who forgets.
Thank you for your support with this.
PTFA NEWS

RAINBOW HAMPERS AND RAFFLE
The donations received for the hampers are much appreciated. Please could you send any further
donations in next week with your child, to put into their class' box. Please see attached poster
for each colours class. It can be anything such as toys, food, drinks, games, toiletries, books etc.
Raffle tickets (for a chance of winning any of the hampers) can be purchased using the following
link https://raffall.com/285496/enter-raffle-to-win-west-hill-rainbow-hampers-hosted-by-westhill-primary-school-ptfa. You are able to continue to buy tickets throughout half term, with the
raffle being drawn on Monday 28th February. Thank you to all that have entered so far.
PRINTER CARTRIDGES
Please drop off any used inkjet printer cartridges, within a sealed bag to the school's post box.
These will help earn the PTFA money through a recycling scheme. Details of wanted printer
cartridges can be found here: https://www.recycle4charity.co.uk/inkjetcartridges

Please use the below Cartridge Lookup Tool to confirm your cartridge donation value. Ink
cartridges not on the list do not generate a donation but can still be recycled if sent together
with cartridges eligible for a donation. www.recycle4charity.co.uk Wanted List
AMAZON SMILE
Please see the attached poster for details on how to sign up to Amazon Smile (this only needs to
be actioned once, and then sign in via AmazonSmile rather than the normal site). A % of all sales
made on AmazonSmile go towards our PTFA funds if you have us selected as a charity. We have
raised a fantastic £244.52 in the last year from AmazonSmile, thank you to everyone that has
helped raise this.
CLOTHING COLLECTION
A Bags of Help clothes bank is situated in the McColls' car park, which is collected on a
fortnightly basis. Donations made to this bank are weighed by Bags of Help who in turn give us a
payment, based on the weight. Please donate any good quality clothes, paired shoes, bags and soft
toys at your own convenience.
PTFA FACEBOOK PAGE
Did you know we have a PTFA Facebook page? Please follow "PTFA West Hill Primary School" for
up-to-date information and reminders of events.
PTFA MEETING
CHANGE OF DATE - We shall be getting together for our next meeting on Wednesday
16th February 2022, at 7.30 in the School Staff Room. Please join us if you'd like to get involved,
even if it's only to support in small ways all the help is much appreciated!
COMMUNITY NEWS

BEECH WOOD FOREST SCHOOL
We are pleased to offer places for after school Forest School club for years 2, 3 and 4.
Year 2: Wednesday 3.30 - 4.45
Year 3: Tuesday 3.30 - 4.45
Year 4: Thursday 3.30 - 4.45
Please email forestschool@west-hill-primary.Devon.sch.uk by Friday 18 February, clearly stating
your child's name and year group for further information or to register your interest. Places will
be allocated on a first come first served basis.

With my best wishes for a lovely weekend,

Mrs. Cheryl Boulton
Headteacher

