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Dear Parents/Carers,

ATTENDANCE
The whole school’s attendance last week was 97.3%, just below our target of 97.5%.

UPDATE ON COVID-19 VACCINATION FOR 5 TO 11 YEAR OLDS
Healthy 5 to 11 year olds will be offered the COVID-19 vaccine from the beginning of April.
Vaccinations will take place outside of school in vaccination centres, pharmacies, GP surgeries and
walk-in centres. Parents of 5 to 11 year olds will receive a letter from the NHS with further
information on the vaccine.
Once available, parents can book COVID-19 vaccination appointments online or find a walk-in COVID19 vaccination site without needing an appointment.

WEEK 24 WORD OF THE WEEK:

discipline

Noun:
the practice of training people to
obey rules or a code of behaviour,
using punishment to correct
disobedience.
"Discipline in Victorian schools
was very harsh."

Noun:
activity that provides mental or
physical training.
plural noun: disciplines
“The tariqa offered spiritual
discipline"

We would love to hear from you if your child makes great use of our 'word of the week' (or any of
the other new vocabulary they have been taught) at home, so please email wotw@west-hillprimary.devon.sch.uk to let us know!
YEAR 5 ACTIVITY WEEK
Class 5 enjoyed an incredible activities week, beginning Monday 14th March. All of the children
engaged brilliantly in the activities throughout the week, which included: Taking a trip into history
and meeting Good King Hal, working as a team at Escot, creating impressive art prints, taking part
in an extreme sporty day and finally visiting the wonderful Plymouth Aquarium.









Monday, Good King Hal taught us all about Tudor Britain and engaged the class throughout
the day with wonderful humour and brilliant knowledge. We even took part in some jousting!
Tuesday was Escot and it was a muddy affair where children learnt fire lighting, den
building and team working skills. Throughout the day, the children demonstrated how year 5
have learnt to support their class mates to ensure that everyone succeeds.
Wednesday was our art day. During the day the children were able to work with two
professional artists! They had lots of fun using a printing press and created some superb
modern animal prints.
Thursday, we got all muddy up on the field and did zorbing, archery, dodgeball and played
nerf games. I have no idea where the children got their energy from as they kept going the
whole day.
Friday finished off the week and we visited Plymouth Aquarium. At the aquarium, the
children took part in an engineering task (designing a shark hoist) and then had a guided
tour around the various exhibits – it was a wonderful day.

Throughout the week, the children surpassed what they thought they were capable of and enjoyed
every moment. The year 5 team were extremely proud of all of the children, who showed a great
deal of motivation, team work and cooperation throughout the various challenges. The children
were amazing throughout the week, listened carefully and showed what an amazing class they are.

A huge thank you must go to all the school staff and the 3 parent helpers who helped us
throughout the week (Mrs Fergurson, Mrs Vaile and Mrs Panzeri) - without them, these activities
would not have been possible.
Thank you to all of the children within class 5, who made the week so enjoyable for everyone. It
was a real joy to see everyone smiling and giving their best.
Finally, a word from one of the children: “Last week, Year 5 took part in an event titled Activity
Week, and we had an incredible time. In order (From Monday to Friday), these are the activities
that occurred: a Tudor Day with King Henry VIII, a trip to Wildwood Escot, learning how to print
with two professional artists, a day run by Sporty Stars, and finally, a visit to Plymouth Aquarium.
Each one of these experiences was amazing. All of the children in Year 5 enjoyed this happening,
and are very grateful to everyone who took part in creating it.”
Lizzie Apsey, Year 5.
TROPHIES
Please can we ask that all trophies are returned to school by Monday 4th April in
preparation for trophies assembly next week. Thank you.
OUTSTANDING BALANCES ON DINNER MONEY
Please can you make sure your child/ren’s balances are paid up to date by the end of term.
Y3 & Y4 EASTER SERVICE
We would like to invite the parents of children in Y3 and Y4 to their Easter service on Thursday 7th
April at 2.15pm in the Village Hall.
As you will all be hearing and seeing, rates of Covid-19 in Devon are rising with local rates above
the England average. With this is mind and in order to mitigate the risks, we have added additional
measures to this event and would ask all visitors attending to:
 remain at home if unwell and follow current Covid-19 guidance
 wear a face mask on entry to the Village Hall
 use hand gel on entry to the Village hall
 sit socially distanced from others
 wear warm clothes as doors/windows will be open for ventilation
Thank you for your support with this.
LOST PROPERTY
We have a selection of unclaimed lost property items waiting to be reunited with their owners,
including a lovely West Hill jacket and a number of drinks bottles. Please come and claim your
child’s belongings before the end of term, as what is not collected will have to be disposed of
before the holidays.
EASTER EGG COLOURING COMPETITION
Hall & Scott are running an Easter Egg colouring competition. Children can colour an egg (template
attached) and return it to school before Wednesday 6th April. The best entry will win £100 for
West Hill Primary School and an Easter egg for themselves.
The top 11 eggs will also be displayed around Ottery St Mary spelling out a word for children to
find.

SLEEP GUIDANCE
We are noticing a large amount of children coming to school tired, particularly on Mondays but also
on other days throughout the week. It really is surprising how much sleep children need - please
refer to the chart below. Your child’s learning and concentration in school is dramatically affected
by the amount of sleep they get. Please can we ask for you to support your child with a good
bedtime routine to ensure your child gets enough sleep? Thank you.

PTFA NEWS

SPRING SOCIAL
Come along and join us on Saturday 14th May for a fun filled social raising funds for the school!
(This will replace the planned Spring Ball). It will be a wonderful opportunity to get together and
have a great night. Please see the attached poster for more information.
A Winter ball is also being scheduled. A save the date will be circulated soon. Please keep an eye on
the newsletter for more information.
PRINTER CARTRIDGES
Please drop off any used inkjet printer cartridges, within a sealed bag to the school's post box.
These will help earn the PTFA money through a recycling scheme. Details of wanted printer
cartridges can be found here: https://www.recycle4charity.co.uk/inkjetcartridges
AMAZON SMILE
Please see attached poster for details on how to sign up to Amazon Smile (this only needs to be
actioned once, and then sign in via AmazonSmile rather than the normal site). A % of all sales made
on AmazonSmile go towards our PTFA funds if you have us selected as a charity.

CLOTHING COLLECTION
If you are having a spring clear out, please remember we have a Bags of Help clothes bank is
situated in the McColls' car park. Donations made to this bank are weighed by Bags of Help who in
turn give us a payment, based on the weight. Please donate any good quality clothes, paired shoes,
bags and soft toys at your own convenience.
PTFA MEETING
Our next meeting will be held on Wednesday 27th April, 19.30, Royal British Legion. Please join us
to help organise a Jubilee afternoon and the Summer Fete - many hands make lighter work!
COMMUNITY NEWS
Are you:Finding it hard to make ends meet financially?
Not sure if you are eligible/receiving the right benefits?
Experiencing mental or physical health difficulties in your family?
Having problems with your housing/employment?
Dealing with separation, divorce or related child arrangements?
Needing advice about training or work?
Dealing with debts?
Finding it difficult to cope with forms, phone calls, letters etc?
Some advice on these and many other issues is available from the dedicated Parent Support Team
at Citizens Advice East Devon. Just ask in school for a referral.
One of the team will phone/meet you for a chat to see how we can help you and offer ongoing
support/contact from the same familiar person if needed.
SPORTYSTARS AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS
Please see the attached flyer for details of our after school clubs for next term. Multi Sports will
be available for KS1 on Mondays and we are trialling a new club for KS2 children on Tuesdays:
Archery Tag which we are sure your children will enjoy. Further details can be found at:
https://www.sportystars.co.uk/after-school-clubs.html
HAF EASTER PROVISION
Devon County Council are working with a number of different individuals and organisations across
Devon to provide a Holiday Activities and Food programme. The aim of the HAF programme is to
provide children on free school meals (and potentially their friends!) with free activity sessions
with a hot meal provided. There are different providers with lots of different offerings
throughout the local area. To access the programme, book a place through one of the providers
listed here.
To find out if you are eligible click here.
TABLETOP SALE IN AID OF HOSPISCARE
West Hill Pre-School Committee are taking part in a table top sale in aid of Hospiscare on
Saturday 7th May. We are asking for donations of hand-me-down clothes and toys to sell. Please
bear us in mind if you are having a clear out over the next few weeks as we would be very grateful
for good quality, complete, clean and saleable items. Please can you leave them in the Foyer of the

Village Hall by 29th April and a member of the committee will collect them. All proceeds raised will
go to the Pre-School and Hospiscare. Many thanks.
RAINBOW WARRIORS YOGA AND MINDFULNESS LUNCHCLUB
I am now booking up for next term’s Rainbow Warriors Yoga and Mindfulness lunchclub. Tuesday
(Class 2-6) and Thursday (Reception and Class 1). Sessions are approximately 30 minutes and
include a yoga adventure and mindfulness tools to help your child manage their emotions and
challenging thoughts. Space is limited so if you would like your child to take part please contact me
on 07778127685 or email karatwinkle@hotmail.com Investment for the 12 week term is £48. I
look forward to teaching your children. Many thanks, Kara Green (mum to Loula in Class 4).
With my best wishes for a lovely weekend,

Mrs. Cheryl Boulton
Headteacher

