NEWSLETTER 31
01404 812599 Friday 24th June 2022
Website www.west-hill-primary.devon.sch.uk
__________________________________________________________________________________

Dear Parents/Carers,

ATTENDANCE
Our whole school’s attendance last week was 97.3%, which is just below our school target
of 97.5%.

WEEK 31 WORD OF THE WEEK:

identity
Noun: identity: A passport
shows details regarding a
person’s identity.

Verb: identify: To serve as a
means of identifying someone.
“Police used fingerprints found at
the scene to identify the culprit.”

We would love to hear from you if your child makes great use of our 'word of the week' (or any of
the other new vocabulary they have been taught) at home, so please email wotw@west-hillprimary.devon.sch.uk to let us know!
HOT WEATHER/SUN CREAM
Please make sure your child/ren come to school every day with sun cream already applied along with
named sun hats and water bottles. The recommended daily intake for children is:
6-8 glasses of fluid each day (approx. 2 pints or 1 litre)
Water can also be flavoured naturally with mint leaves, ginger, or frozen fruit, however plain water
is best.
https://www.nhsinform.scot/campaigns/think2drink-h2o

SPORTS DAY
After so long without a proper Sports Day, it was with great anticipation and excitement that the
children took to the field on Wednesday, eager to enjoy the activities and the sunshine! It was a
new look event this year, designed to celebrate as many of the different skills the children learn in
school and give all children the chance to shine. We also took the opportunity to link each event of
the carousel with one of the Commonwealth games sports from this year, as we look to celebrate
Birmingham 2022. The children have learnt about the games in assembly and had the chance to try a
small version of each, even if our water race was a bit of a tenuous link to swimming relays! The
children had a fantastic day, and I know how much they appreciated having you all back to support
them.
The results are:
Key Stage 2: Elsdon
Key Stage 1: Bendarroch
Combined Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2: Bendarroch

STAFFING FOR SEPTEMBER
We are pleased to say that all of our current teachers will be with us in September so over the next
few weeks we will be finalising our class arrangements for September.
FREE QUEEN ELIZABETH'S PLATINUM JUBILEE BOOK FOR EVERY CHILD
We are very pleased to inform you that every child in the school is bringing home a free
commemorative book to mark Queen Elizabeth’s Platinum Jubilee.
Designed as an official once-in-a-lifetime commemoration of the Platinum Jubilee and written in
collaboration with royal experts and historians, the book tells the story of a young girl, Isabella,
visiting her Great Granny Joyce who tells her about the Queen and this year’s Jubilee.
In the story, Isabella sifts through Great Granny Joyce’s treasure box of souvenirs, which act as
introductions to the contents of the book. These include recent and historical events across the
United Kingdom and Commonwealth, inspirational people, landmark innovations and inventions, and a
selection of the best art, design, and culture. The book also includes famous quotes from the Queen,
facts on the coronation ceremony, content on the lives of famous Commonwealth figures such as
Nelson Mandela, notable kings and queens and a timeline of Queen Elizabeth’s life.

Children are invited to personalise their individual copies of the illustrated reference book, by
signing a ‘this book belongs to’ section at the beginning of the book. The page reads: ‘During the
Queen’s reign, the world has changed in so many ways… This book will help you understand the
amazing life and times of our Queen and the magic of the unique, unshakable bond she shares with
the people she serves.’
The book will also help children understand how the four nations came together as one United
Kingdom, including details such as Owain Glyndwr’s rebellion against the English in 1400 to take the
title of ‘Prince of Wales’, on the journey to the Queen’s reign which continues to this day.
Education Secretary Nadhim Zahawi said:
'Queen Elizabeth II is the first British Monarch to celebrate a Platinum Jubilee and Her Majesty’s
dignity, commitment and grace continues to inspire people all over the world.
Millions of children will soon receive their own commemorative Jubilee book, celebrating and
showcasing the Queen’s incredible living legacy. I hope all our pupils are as excited as I am to read
about Her Majesty’s amazing life and the people and events that have shaped history during the last
70 years.'
‘Brilliant bookmarks’ from the Reading Agency are to be distributed with every book, to support and
encourage reading for pleasure amongst children at school and over the summer. The book is also
featured within the National Literacy Trust’s Platinum Jubilee Royal Reading Challenge.

MUSIC LESSONS FOR PUPILS IN KEY STAGE 2 (CLASSES 3-6) IN SEPTEMBER
Music teachers come to West Hill Primary School to give tuition to the
children who would like to learn a musical instrument. The teachers are
self-employed and will liaise with you directly regarding lessons &
invoicing.
If your child currently has music lessons in school please confirm, via
email, to their teacher whether or not you would like to continue
receiving lessons in September. You should give them a term’s notice.
For new starters (current Year 2 and upwards), in order to secure a
place to start in September, please email the music teacher for your chosen instrument, they will
contact you with further details.







Clarinet, Flute, Saxophone: Darren Cooke, djc1music@googlemail.com.
Violin: Sally Bull, sallybull@talktalk.net
Guitar: Andrew Wall, guitarwithsmoo@gmail.com
Keyboard, singing: Sharon Andrews, SJAmusic@mail.com
Cornet, trumpet, E♭ horn, baritone, trombone: Gail Denning, gaildenning@outlook.com
Individual or groups lessons available, if a few children would like to start a new instrument
together.

Please note, only one music lesson is allowed in school time to minimise disruption to your child’s
learning. Music lessons slots are limited and will be allocated on a first come basis.
PTFA NEWS

SUMMER FETE
Saturday 9th July is now only two weeks away! Here are a few reminders of ways you can help:

Return raffle tickets by Friday 8th July (either money and stubs, or unsold tickets)

Returned sponsored bounce forms by Friday 15th July.

Return volunteer slips, we'd love (and NEED) your help. Face painters in particular!
RAFFLE HAMPER
One of the raffle prizes will again be a luxurious hamper (at least if last years' one is to go by!).
Please could any hamper donations be left in the school office prior to Friday 1st July. Many thanks.
NON-UNIFORM DAY/TOMBOLA DONATIONS
The final non-uniform day of this academic year will be held next Friday 1st July. We will be
accepting donations for a chocolate/sweet tombola. Please note that donations will be collected in
boxes on both the small playground slope, and the tennis court slope. Many thanks.
GAZEBO REQUEST
To save the PTFA team putting up a pre-historic puzzle of a marquee/gazebo that we have in
storage, we thought we'd check if there are two available in the village that we could borrow for the
day to cover our bar area at the Fete? Please let us know ASAP if you are able to help.
COMMUNITY NEWS
LIGHTHOUSE CHOIR
There is a new children’s choir, Lighthouse Choir, starting at Ottery Church. Taster sessions have
been organised on Saturday 9th July and Saturday 13th August. The choir launches on Thursdays
from 8th September. The choir is for all children aged 7 – 11, but if there is enough interest there
will also be Junior Lighthouse for ages 5 – 7.
For more info please contact Rev Lydia on 01404 234696 or rector@otterystmary.org.uk

With my best wishes for a lovely weekend.

Mrs. Cheryl Boulton
Headteacher

