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Dear Parents/Carers,

ATTENDANCE
The whole school’s attendance last week was 92.7%.Although this well below target, it
reflects the high level of Covid we had in school and the children starting to return.
COVID IN SCHOOL THIS WEEK
Thank you to everyone for your ongoing support and patience this week as we experienced continuing
staff absence due to Covid. Staff have now started to return to school over the course of the week
and by Monday we are hoping to be back to a full complement of staff!
A huge thank you to the group of parents who came in at lunchtimes to help us serve meals in
classrooms and others who came in to hear children read. Your kindness was much appreciated and
really helped us out at a difficult time.
WEEK 23 WORD OF THE WEEK:

contrast

Noun:
the state of being strikingly
different from something else in
juxtaposition or close association.
"the day began cold and
blustery, in contrast to almost
two weeks of uninterrupted
sunshine"
"
Noun:
differences in colour, tone, or shape
that contribute to the visual effect
of a design or image.
"match the trimming with one of the
stronger colours in the pattern to
provide contrast"

We would love to hear from you if your child makes great use of our 'word of the week' (or any of
the other new vocabulary they have been taught) at home, so please email wotw@west-hillprimary.devon.sch.uk to let us know!
PGL – YEAR 6 RESIDENTIAL TRIP AND ACTIVITIES WEEK
Class 6 enjoyed a truly fantastic week at PGL at Beam House, Torrington, beginning on Monday 14th
March. All of the children engaged brilliantly in an action-packed itinerary, including: climbing;
abseiling; zip wire; high ropes; street surfing; orienteering; team games; ambush (a team game of hide
and seek played in the dark!); campfire (complete with toasted marshmallows and lots of singing); and
much more. The food, as ever, was also excellent, with all needs catered for, and the weather was dry
throughout the week.
We are so proud of the resilience and motivation shown by all of the pupils in being away from home
for a week and for trying so many new and challenging activities. They constantly supported and
encouraged each other throughout, and showed what caring, capable members of society they have
become.
A big ‘thank you’ to all of the superb staff at Beam House for their help, guidance and wonderful
interaction with the children. Thank you also to Mr Pantling and Mrs Bennett as Class 6 teachers, and
to Mr Andrews, Mrs Fripp, Mrs Eastwood, Mrs Kirwan and Mrs Dale as parent volunteers for helping
to make this once-in-a-lifetime experience possible.
Finally, thank you to all of the children in Class 6, who are an absolute credit to the school and a
privilege to be associated with. We know that many memories which will last a lifetime were made
during this very special experience. Bravo, Class 6!

SUN CREAM
With the arrival of the warmer weather, please remember to apply sun cream to your child before
sending them to school. If you wish to send a small bottle of sun cream into school with your child for
them to reapply at lunchtime, please ensure it is named. Your child can apply it them self. They should
be made aware that it cannot be shared with any other children.
TROPHIES
Please could all trophies be returned by Thursday 31st March in time for our next Trophy Assembly.
ENGINES RUNNNG AT PICK UP
We have been given some parental feedback about car engines running for at least 15 minutes at pick
up time. Whilst we appreciate the Village Hall car park is a private car park and does not belong to
the school, we would like to bring this to your attention and ask you to consider the health of your
children. Rule 123 of The Highway Code looks at ‘The Driver and the Environment’. It states that
drivers must not leave a parked vehicle unattended with the engine running or leave a vehicle engine
running unnecessarily while the vehicle is stationary on a public road. For further information,
please see https://www.rac.co.uk/drive/advice/emissions/idling/
EASTER EGG COLOURING COMPETITION
Hall & Scott are running an Easter Egg colouring competition. Children can colour an egg (template
attached) and return it to school before Wednesday 6th April. The best entry will win £100 for West
Hill Primary School and an Easter egg for themselves.
The top 11 eggs will also be displayed around Ottery St Mary spelling out a word for children to find.
PTFA NEWS

BREAK THE RULES!
It's the day most children have been waiting all year for…Break the Rules will be occurring on Friday
1st April. Please see attached poster for details of rules that can be broken.
RED NOSE DAY
Thank you to everyone that donated to Red Nose Day last week, a few pennies are still coming in, and
we are pleased to announce the current total of £237 was raised.
NEXT PTFA MEETNG
Our next meeting will be on Wednesday 27th April, 19.30, at the Royal British Legion. Please feel free
to join us to talk about Jubilee and summer fete ideas!
SPRING SOCIAL
Come along and join us on Saturday 14th May for a fun filled social raising funds for the school! (This
will replace the planned Summer Ball). It will be a wonderful opportunity to get together and have a
great night. Please see the attached poster for more information.
A Winter ball is also being scheduled. A save the date will be circulated soon. Please keep an eye on
the newsletter for more information.

COMMUNITY NEWS

HAF EASTER PROVISION
Devon County Council are working with a number of different individuals and organisations across
Devon to provide a Holiday Activities and Food programme. The aim of the HAF programme is to
provide children on free school meals (and potentially their friends!) with free activity sessions with a
hot meal provided. There are different providers with lots of different offerings throughout the
local area. To access the programme, book a place through one of the providers listed here.
To find out if you are eligible click here.
TABLETOP SALE IN AID OF HOSPISCARE
West Hill Pre-School Committee are taking part in a table top sale in aid of Hospiscare on Saturday
7th May. We are asking for donations of hand-me-down clothes and toys to sell. Please bear us in mind
if you are having a clear out over the next few weeks as we would be very grateful for good quality,
complete, clean and saleable items. Please can you leave them in the Foyer of the Village Hall by 29th
April and a member of the committee will collect them. All proceeds raised will go to the Pre-School
and Hospiscare. Many thanks.

With my best wishes for a lovely weekend,

Mrs. Cheryl Boulton
Headteacher

