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Dear Parents/Carers,
ATTENDANCE
The whole school’s attendance last half term was 96.3%. We are pleased that
attendance is now on the increase as we work through the situation with COVID cases in
school.

WEEK 8 WORD OF THE WEEK:

ally
Noun
1. the state of being joined or associated.
“They formed an alliance to complete the mission.”

Noun
1. a person or organization
that cooperates with or
helps another in a particular
activity

We would love to hear from you if your child makes great use of our 'word of the week' (or any
of the other new vocabulary they have been taught) at home, so please email wotw@west-hillprimary.devon.sch.uk to let us know!

DEVON AND CORNWALL POLICE-BONFIRE NIGHT
Devon & Cornwall Police is asking residents to take care when handling fireworks this Bonfire
Night and be considerate of those around them.
With many celebrations cancelled in 2020, firework displays are being organised across the
county to allow people to mark 5th November this year.
Many are also expected to be marking the event from home and putting on displays in their back
gardens, so the Force is reminding people of the legalities of buying, carrying and possessing
fireworks:


It is against the law for someone under the age of 18 to buy or possess fireworks.

You must not set off or throw fireworks, including sparklers, in the street or other public
places unless it is part of an organised and approved public display.


If you are suspected to be in possession of fireworks illegally you may be stopped, searched
and have them confiscated.


Residents are also urged to be considerate of those who can find the noise from fireworks
distressing for animals and some vulnerable people.
Sergeant Victoria Grimwood, anti-social behaviour lead for Devon & Cornwall Police, said: “Whilst
bonfire night can be an annual highlight for some of us, but for others it can be the worst night
on the calendar, so please be considerate of those who find the fireworks distressing.
“Please let your neighbours know in advance if you are planning a display from home so that
they can take measures to protect pets or family members who are affected by the noise.
“And please, be safe when handling fireworks and sparklers. They can reach extremely high
temperatures, sometimes 15 times hotter than boiling water, and must be handled properly.
Stand well back, never return to a lit firework and always wear gloves when handling sparklers.”
Alison Hernandez, Police and Crime Commissioner for Devon, Cornwall and the isles of Scilly, said:
“I look forward to fireworks and bonfire night but know that some people do not because of the
anti-social use of fireworks, and for police it is a busy time.
“I urge people to be considerate of those in their community who are sensitive to fireworks, if
you are planning to have a home display then please be a good citizen and notify your neighbours
and reassure them by letting them know a start and end time.
LUNCH MENU THURSDAY 18TH NOVEMBER
On Thursday 18th November the Village Hall will be acting as the local polling station so children
will need to eat lunch in their classrooms. To make this easier we have decided to swap the menus
around on the Thursday and Friday, and provide a bag meal on the Thursday. The revised options
are set out below:

Option 1:
Option 2:
Pudding

Thursday 18th November
Mini Battered Fish Fillet
Quorn Sausages
Homemade Jammy Dodger Biscuit,
Organic Yogurt or Fresh Fruit

Friday 19th November
Lasagne
Singapore Style Noodles
Sticky Chocolate Cake & Chocolate
Sauce, Organic Yogurt or Fresh Fruit

As the food will be prepacked in a bag, we need to inform you of any allergens present. We have
attached a full list of allergens to the newsletter. If you are unsure as to whether your child can
eat the food provided on the day, you may wish to provide them with a packed lunch.

POPPY APPEAL
Next Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday lunchtime the year 6 children will be selling poppies for a
donation as well as a limited number of the merchandise below:
The suggested donations are:
Zip pull
Reflector
Silicon wristband
Snap band

50p
50p
£1
£1.50

ADMISSIONS POLICY 2023-24 CONSULTATION
We consult each year on a policy for admission a couple of years in advance. Comments and
suggestions are invited from parents and any other interested parties. We aren’t proposing any
changes from our admissions policy for 2022-23. A copy of the policy can be found here.
The consultation is from 1st November to 7th January and is a part of Devon County Council’s
annual consultation on admission arrangements. The Governing Board will then determine the
policy and publish the final version by 15th March. For further information about admission
arrangements and the consultation, please go to www.devon.gov.uk/admissionarrangements.
BE BRIGHT, BE SEEN
British Summer Time ended on Sunday 31 October and Devon County Council is reminding road
users to “be bright, be seen”.
“With people travelling to work and school in the dark and in poor weather conditions when
visibility is reduced, we’re urging people to take extra care.
Motorists are asked to look out for more vulnerable road users and to give cyclists, motorcyclists
and horse riders plenty of space.
Cyclists, pedestrians, motorcyclists, and horse riders are all encouraged to wear reflective and
fluorescent clothing to ensure they can be seen.”

PTFA NEWS

NON-UNIFORM DAY
Many thanks to all for the donations made on Friday 22nd October. We hope the children enjoyed
going to school in non-uniform and raising money for their own class funds, which are as follows:

Class

Amount
raised (£)

Running total (£)
(after expenditures last year)

R

86.60

86.60

1

46.80

52.75

2

58.20

167.04

3

69.00

73.75

4

50.40

65.98

5

72.50

106.41

6

48.60

69.90

CHILDREN IN NEED COLLECTION
Buckets will be by the small playground slope each morning of week commencing 15th November,
to raise money for Children In Need. Please keep your coins saved for this worthy cause.

COMMUNITY NEWS
GLOW IN THE DARK DODGEBALL
Sporty Stars will be hosting a glow-in-the-dark dodgeball evening on the 23rd of November, for
pupils of West Hill primary school.
Come and experience this unique and spectacular new concept. Glow sports combine UV lights,
face paint, fluorescent bibs, music, and specialised sports equipment, to create a fun and
memorable experience. Perfect for bringing excitement into the cold winter evenings!
We recommend children arrive wearing sporty clothing, they will be provided with all the
equipment they require including fluorescent bibs and face paint.

Timings:
Keystage 1: 5:15pm - 6:15pm
Keystage 2: 6:30pm - 7:30pm
Bookings:
The cost of these sessions is £6 per person and is limited to 30 children per session.
Book online via the website here: https://www.sportystars.co.uk/glow-sports-events/

SAMARITAN'S PURSE SHOEBOXES
The wonderful people of St Michael’s and West Hill generally have been sending Christmas
shoeboxes to Samaritans Purse for 30 years for Children in Belarus, Romania and Yemen who live
in the most awful conditions. The joy Christmas shoeboxes bring to these Children is amazing: you
have nothing; and then, out of the blue, you receive a shoebox stuffed full of little gifts the like
you have never seen before. It’s come, with love, from someone you have never met and probably
never will meet, with no strings attached.
All you need is an empty medium sized shoebox, wrapped (lid separately) in colourful wrapping
paper, label appropriately boy/girl. Select an age category 2-4, 5-9 or 10-14 and attach the label
to the top of your shoebox.
Ideas for shoeboxes include- football and pump, cuddly toys, dolls, toy cars, small musical
instruments, yo-yos, skipping ropes, balls, small puzzles, pens, pencils & sharpeners, crayons or
felt pens, stamps & ink pad sets, writing pads or notebooks, solar calculators, colouring & picture
books, toothbrush, bars of wrapped soap, comb or hairbrush, flannel etc... (no toothpaste, sweets,
lotions, liquids, no used or damaged items; war-related items; seeds, gum, chocolate or food
items; religious or political literature; medicines, aerosol cans, sharp or fragile items.)
For a full list of suggested items or to donate on line please visit Samaritans-purse.org.uk where
you can also see the amazing work they do all year round.
Completed boxes can be dropped off to West Hill Primary School by Friday 12th November.
HOMELESS SHOEBOX APPEAL FOR THE CLOCKTOWER SURGERY, EXETER.
If you would like to donate a shoe box for the homeless, please could you drop it off at St
Michael’s Church in West Hill. Please label clearly whether it's for a lady or gent (no razors,
sharp objects or hand sanitiser please). Ideas for shoeboxes: hats, gloves, warm socks, wipes,
sweets, lip balm, hand cream, toothbrush and paste, shower gel, hair brush, sanitary towels, dog
treats, a torch, thermals.

Unfortunately, they cannot accept blankets and coats as in previous years but would appreciate
plain new women's underwear in a size 8,10 or 12 and men's boxers in small or medium also
thermal underwear (underwear must be new and in original packaging or with labels on).
The deadline is Sunday 5th December.
PANTOMIME CANCELLATION-MESSAGE FROM WEST HILL VILLAGE HALL
(Registered Charity No. 1160370)
The Trustees of West Hill Village Hall have reluctantly taken the decision to cancel the
Pantomime performance, planned for Saturday 8th January 2022.
This decision has been taken due, in part, to the rise in Covid cases which are increasing by 10%
per week. At the time of writing this article, East Devon has a higher number of cases per 100k
population than the UK average and the South West has the highest number of cases per 100k
population in the country and we have yet to experience the impact of seasonal flu.
We are aware schools, theatres, cinemas, hospitality sites and sports venues are operating at
near pre-pandemic levels however we take our guidance from Action with Communities in Rural
England (ACRE). This is a charitable organisation which, together with its local network provider,
Devon Communities Together (DCT) engages skilled advisers who support the 80,000 volunteers
who run village halls and similar rural community buildings throughout the country. These
specialist advisers have local knowledge and an understanding of the issues in our area.
ACRE/DCT have released updated guidance to village halls in response to the Government’s
Winter Plan which was announced on 14th September 2021.
Using this guidance we feel unable to provide the whole pantomime experience our local
community would expect and deserve. We would have to limit the size of the audience, set up an
allocated seating arrangement, implement a one way flow around the village hall and put in place
controlled access to toilets which would have to be cleaned before, during and after the
performance.
Face masks would have to be worn, when not seated, and adequate ventilation of the hall would be
difficult to achieve in January.
Pantomimes should be an exciting noisy occasion with children, in particular, having great fun.
Children would not be permitted to mount the stage or have programmes signed by the cast at
the end of the performance.
We are responsible for the safety of all Hall users and we take that role seriously. We are
concerned that additional restrictions may be imposed by Government, over the coming months,
and we therefore feel it is better to take this decision now, rather than later.
All regular user group activities will continue in 2022, operating within the West Hill Village Hall
Risk Assessment.
We look forward to being able to host our next Pantomime in January 2023.
Finally we send our best wishes to everyone for a Very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Colin Veale, Chairman, Village Hall Trustees

With my best wishes for a lovely weekend,

Mrs. Cheryl Boulton
Headteacher

