NEWSLETTER 13
01404 812599 Friday 7 January 2021
Website www.west-hill-primary.devon.sch.uk
__________________________________________________________________________________
th

Dear Parents/Carers,
Happy New year to you all and best wishes for 2022. I hope you all had a wonderful Christmas break
ATTENDANCE
The whole school’s attendance in the last week before the holidays was 94.1%. There
were quite a few winter bugs around school at the time, which affected our
attendance figures.
CHANGES TO SELF- ISOLATION FOR POSITIVE CASES OF COVID-19
Since Wednesday 22nd December, the 10 day self-isolation period for people who record a
positive PCR test result for COVID-19 has been reduced to 7 days in most circumstances, unless
you cannot test for any reason.
Individuals may now take LFD tests on day 6 and day 7 of their self-isolation period. Those
who receive two negative test results are no longer required to complete 10 full days of selfisolation. The first test must be taken no earlier than day 6 of the self-isolation period and
tests must be taken 24 hours apart. This also applies to children under 5, with LFD testing at
parental or guardian discretion. If both these test results are negative, and you do not have a
high temperature, you may end your self-isolation after the second negative test result and
return to your education or childcare setting from day 7.
PUPILS WHO ARE CLOSE CONTACTS OF COVID-19
People who are fully vaccinated, or children and young people aged between 5 and 18 years and 6
months, identified as a close contact of someone with COVID-19, should take an LFD test every
day for seven days and continue to attend their setting as normal, unless they have a positive
test result or develop symptoms at any time.
Children under 5 are not being advised to take part in daily testing of close contacts. If a child
under 5 is a contact of a confirmed case, they are not required to self-isolate and should not
start daily testing. If they live in the same household as someone with COVID-19 they should
limit their contact with anyone who is at higher risk of severe illness if infected with COVID-19,
and arrange to take a PCR test as soon as possible. They can continue to attend an education or
childcare setting while waiting for the PCR result. If the test is positive, they should follow
the stay at home: guidance for households with possible or confirmed COVID-19 infection.

HOLIDAYS AND QUARANTINE
You should plan your holidays within school and college holidays as usual. Avoid seeking
permission to take your children out of school or college during term time.
You should refer to the guidance on travelling abroad from England before booking and
travelling.
All pupils travelling to England must adhere to travel legislation, details of which are set out in
the guidance on travelling to England from another country.
Keep in mind that you and your children may need to quarantine when you return from a
trip overseas. Any quarantine should also fall within the school or college holidays.

STAFFING
This week we welcomed some new members of staff:
Mrs Burkill started as Reception Teacher on Thursdays and Fridays.
Mrs McKee will be providing 1:1 TA support in Reception.
Mrs Rickard will be providing 1:1 TA support in Class 5.
Mrs Muldoon joins on Monday 10th January as Class 5 and 6 Teaching Assistant.
I am sure you will join me in welcoming them to West Hill Primary School and we look forward to
working alongside them.

WEEK 13 WORD OF THE WEEK:

Resolution

Noun
a firm decision to do or not to do something.
"she kept her resolution not to see Anne anymore"

Noun
the action of solving a problem or contentious matter.
"the peaceful resolution of all disputes"

We would love to hear from you if your child makes great use of our 'word of the week' (or any
of the other new vocabulary they have been taught) at home, so please email wotw@west-hillprimary.devon.sch.uk to let us know!

READER HELPERS NEEDED: CALLING ALL PARENTS/CARERS!
We appreciate that with ongoing restrictions, some may feel hesitant volunteering to hear pupils
read and/or help change reading books; however, we would welcome anyone who had any time at
all to spare (preferably afternoons) on the following days:
Reception – Monday and Wednesday
Year 1 - Wednesday
Year 2 – Friday
Year 3 – Wednesday and Friday (both mornings)
Year 4 – Any day!
Year 5 – Monday - Thursday
Year 6 – Any day!
Please email admin@west-hill-primary.devon.sch.uk FAO the relevant teacher if you think you
have the time to spare to help with this.
Many thanks
Mr Pantling
ASSEMBLY VALUES
Each term we will be focussing on a termly value in assemblies on Wednesdays and Fridays. This
term will be Achievement. Each week we will have a different theme:
Week
Week
Week
Week
Week
Week
Week

1 – New Year’s Resolutions
2 – NSPCC assembly
3 – Introduction to the value
4 – Celebrating success in and out of school
5 – Achievement of famous people
6 – How does achievement affect our mental health?
7- Reflection –what have you achieved this half term?

LEARNING BEHAVIOUR
This half term’s learning behaviour is Motivation and we will spending one assembly each week
focussing on this to ensure the children have a good understanding of motivation.
COATS/WINTER WEATHER
As we are now in winter, please can all parents ensure that their child/children come to school
with a coat each day. Each day, children spend between 1 hour and 1 hour 15 minutes outside
during their 3 play times and we do not have enough spare coats for everyone who forgets.
Thank you for your support with this.
LOST PROPERTY
Unfortunately, we had to throw out a large number of unclaimed uniform and lunch items in the
last week of the Autumn term. We even had a small number of hardly worn coats that went
unclaimed. Please remember to name all items you send in to school. If it is named, we can
ensure it gets back to your child.

APPLYING FOR A PRIMARY PLACE STARTING SEPTEMBER 2022
We would like to remind you that if your child was born between 1st September 2017 and
31st August 2018 they are due to start primary school in September 2022. The closing date
for applying online is 15th January 2022. You can apply here:
https://www.devon.gov.uk/educationandfamilies/school-information/apply-for-a-schoolplace/apply-for-a-primary-school-place
Allocations of primary school places will be announced in England on 19th April 2022.
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Please see the attached document for important dates this term.
CRAFT CLUB
Craft Club with Graham Harry will resume on Thursday 20th January for Class 2 and 3 children
who attended last term. It will run for 3 weeks.
RAINBOW WARRIORS MINFULNESS & YOGA LUNCH CLUB
This club continues this term on a Tuesday, for Classes 4,5 & 6, and Thursday lunchtime, for
Classes 1,2 & 3. Places are allocated on a first come first served basis. Space is limited as we
practice in the ICT suite. Mats are provided. Payment for the 12 week term is £48. Please email
Kara or call to book or for further information, karatwinkle@hotmail.com 07778127685
AMAZING RUNNERS-UP FINISH FOR WEST HILL IN EXETER CITY FC KIDS’ CUP!

A huge congratulations to our super Year 6 team who on Thursday braved the cold and wind to
take part against 20 other teams at Exeter University, as part of the Kids’ Cup. The team
played superbly throughout and did brilliantly to reach the final of the ‘plate’. Please see the
team’s report on the day, below:
We were feeling determined to win our first fixture against Beacon. It was a glorious 4-1 win,
with Ava scoring a spectacular curled effort after Toby whizzed around their defenders. After

our goalkeeper Otto rolled the ball down at his feet and launched it forward, Toby scored our
second into the bottom corner, leaving the goalkeeper stranded. James added a neat third when
following up after Beacon’s keeper made a smart double-save, while Ben fired the ball home for
our fourth after Toby had hit the goal-frame. Beacon scored an impressive consolation goal to
leave the final score 4-1 to West Hill.
We then went straight into our next game against Wynstream (without any time to rest!). The
game involved a lot of vertical running and was much more difficult than the match prior. Thanks
to our previous win, we knew we could play with our heads up and keep trying. Otto in goal and
Tom and Sam in a strong defence had to clear a lot of aerial balls and we were under a lot of
pressure. We scored a fortunate goal after the ball broke to Toby clean through on goal. The
keeper saved Toby’s penultimate shot before ultimately James kneed it into the net. Wynstream
scored a deserved equaliser after a good cross. The game finished a hard-earned 1-1 draw.
Our third game against Cheriton finished 2-1 to West Hill. They scored the opening goal before
Ava equalised after intercepting a pass and running through, having just come on as sub. James
calmly scored the winner after Toby selflessly squared the ball to him.
Our undefeated run came to an end in our fourth game. Ben felt aggrieved after being taken out
by two defending players early on but the referee surprised us by not giving a penalty. We were
deservedly beaten 2-0 after a valiant defensive effort, defending cross after cross, including
four or five corners in a row.
Our final group game against (rivals!) Ottery would decide where we finished in the table. There
was some fine defending from James, Tom and Sam in clearing headers. Our first goal was
scored by Toby after Otto booted it clear. After an incredible curling cross to the far post
from Ben, which Ava nearly got on the end of, James managed a good deflection off his knee to
make the final score 2-0.
These impressive results saw us qualify for the semi-final of the plate competition.
After a long wait in the cold, we played out an arduous 0-0 draw against Beacon before the
match went to much-dreaded penalties. Otto produced fine save to deny their first penalty
before Toby scored despite him knowing their goalkeeper was intimidatingly good. Beacon put
their next penalty onto the crossbar (Otto is adamant he got fingertips to it!). Our next penalty
was put just over, before Beacon scored their third. This meant that Ben knew that if he
scored, then we were through to the final. Ben remembers feeling nervous but confident all at
the same time. He planted it home to the goalkeeper’s right, leaving us delighted. Beacon showed
excellent sportsmanship to wish us luck in the final. Success! We had reached the final!
The final against Broadclyst was a one-sided affair. After a majestic defensive effort from
Tom and Sam at the back and Otto in goal, as well as our midfield and attack tracking back, we
eventually lost 3-0.
Although we had been motivated to win, we were overjoyed with the results we achieved. Thank
you to the Exeter City coaches for facilitating this event, Mrs Bennett for entering us into the
competition, Mrs Fripp for accompanying and supporting us and helping keep us warm and Mr
Pantling for being the coach on the day.
P.S. Next time, in cold weather, please could the lovely organisers provide hot chocolate,
burgers and chips for all participants?? 

COMMUNITY NEWS
SPORTY STARS BOOKING OPEN
Please see the attached flyer re Sporty Stars clubs starting next week. Booking is now open.

With my best wishes for a lovely weekend,

Mrs. Cheryl Boulton
Headteacher

