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Let’s shine together

Our vision is a school where everyone shines
What we do and encourage as a school family;

Achievement — excellence in teaching and learning which excites and inspires our children to be the
best they can be.

Happiness — smiling, engaged and articulate children who are listened to, encouraged and given
every support to maximise their own individual potential.

Friendship — children who are kind and caring towards each other, building lasting friendships.
Respect — a respect for people, each others’ beliefs, our environment and all living things.

Responsibility — independent, creative thinkers who have the confidence to be responsible for
themselves, their behaviour and for others.

Co-operation — working together, listening and valuing others’ opinions within the school family
and the wider community.

This policy was adopted by West Hill Primary School on

July 2021
Date of Review Body responsible for review Date of next review
September 2021 Subject Leader September 2024

STATEMENT OF SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN

At West Hill Primary School, our school community has a duty to safeguard and promote the welfare
of children who are our pupils. This means that we have a Safeguarding Children and Child Protection
Policy and Procedures in place which we refer to in our prospectus. All staff including our volunteers

and supply staff must ensure that they are aware of our procedures. Parents and carers are welcome
to read these on request.
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Sometimes we may need to share information and work in partnership with other agencies when
there are concerns about a child’s welfare. We will always ensure that our concerns about our pupils
are discussed with their parents/carers first unless we have reason to believe that this is not in the
child’s best interests.

Purpose

There are five main aims to this policy:

e To establish an entitlement to Art & Design for all pupils

e To establish expectations for teachers of Art & Design

® To promote continuity and coherence across the school in Art & Design teaching

e To state the school’s approaches to Art & Design in order to promote public, and particularly
parents’ and carers’, understanding of the Art & Design curriculum

e To ensure that Art & Design is given the highest possible priority within our learning at West
Hill

Introduction

The 2014 National Curriculum for art and design aims to ensure that all pupils:
e produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences
e become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft and design techniques
e evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and design
e know about great artists, craft makers and designers, and understand the historical and
cultural development of their art forms.

The importance of this policy to the curriculum

The staff of this school are committed to raising standards and providing the best education for
the pupils in the school within the Arts. This policy seeks to identify the features of effective
teaching of the Arts Curriculum which translate the aims of the school and the curriculum into
relevant and challenging learning experiences for all pupils. The staff are united in this and
work to establish an ethos of continuous improvement within the Arts.

In this school there is:
effective planning that takes account of the learning needs of all pupils within Art & Design;
e effective teaching that motivates and inspires all pupils to achieve their best work in each
different art form;
e relevant opportunities for pupils to engage in a wide range of challenging learning
experiences in Art & Design;
® appropriate continuity and progression in the learning of all pupils from reception to Year 6
within Art & Design;
e a combination of the best features of educational practice in Art & Design teaching whilst
implementing the Primary National Curriculum and national strategies.

Strategy for implementation
As an Arts Mark Gold school, we promote a positive attitude to the Arts (Art & Design and Music)

learning for all of our children both within their classrooms, communal areas and local community
through display and performance. Expectations are that all children are capable of achieving high



standards in all aspects of the subject. Our whole school approach to the teaching and learning of the

Art & Design takes the following format:

Art & Design is taught by all class teachers within their year group.

The Art & Design follows long term and medium term plans that have been created by
all members of staff and ensure the coverage of the Primary National Curriculum.
Topics are taught in blocks and wherever possible cross curriculum links are made.
Through our planning children are taught how to develop techniques, skills, use a range
of materials with creativity, experimentation and increasing awareness of different kinds
of art, craft and design. They experience a range of music styles, singing for different
purposes; play a range of instruments individually or as a group/class as well as
developing musical composition and structures.

Planning involves teachers creating engaging lessons, often involving high-quality
visual/auditory resources to aid understanding and broaden children’s experiences.
Planning builds upon the learning and skill development of the previous years. Planning
also aims to make cross curriculum links to give the children a deeper understanding of
the topic and how it relates to the world and their lives.

Teachers demonstrate how to use art and design equipment, and how to play a range of
instruments. They find opportunities to develop children’s understanding further by
accessing organisations that work with experts from the wider community who can
come into school to work with the children.

Children are offered a wide range of extra-curricular activities, visits, trips and visitors to
complement and broaden the curriculum. These are purposeful and link with the
knowledge being taught in class.

Enrichment events, such as The Arts Open Afternoon, project days/weeks or class/key
stage trips, allow all pupils to come off-timetable, to provide broader provision and the
acquisition and application of knowledge and skills.

Entitlement and curriculum provision
In this school teaching and learning in the Art & Design ensure that all pupils, within the
Foundation Stage, Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2;

are interested and motivated in their work

achieve success and make progress in their learning

derive satisfaction from their achievements

have confidence in their ability to work at an appropriate level
experience an appropriately broad and balanced curriculum

have equality of access to learning in the Art & Design curriculum
experience a range of teaching methods and learning styles

are involved in integrated and Art & Design specific activities

work individually and as a member of a group

have their progress in the key skills of learning monitored and recorded
work with a number of adults

learn in a purposeful atmosphere where there is respect between adults and pupils



Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development

The teaching of Art & Design offers opportunities to support the social development of our children
through the way we expect them to work with each other in lessons. Groupings allow children to
work together and give them the chance to discuss their ideas and feelings about their own work and
the work of others. Their work in general helps them to develop a respect for the abilities of other
children and encourages them to collaborate and cooperate across a range of activities and
experiences. The children learn to respect and work with each other and with adults, thus developing
a better understanding of themselves. They also develop an understanding of different times,
cultures and religions through their work on famous artists, designers, craftspeople, composers,
musicians, dancers and performers.

Cross Curricular Links and Art & Design

Meaningful links are used with other subjects wherever possible. Details of these can be seen in
Schemes of Work and teachers’ planning. Examples of links include those within literacy, geography,
history, R.E. PSHE and French, in which ‘Intercultural Understanding’ can be linked to a variety of art
forms.

Extra-Curricular Opportunities in Art & Design

The school offers a range of Art & Design Clubs at lunchtimes and after school. These include: Art,
School Choir, Teacher Rock Youth Choir, Recorder and a School Orchestra. Music teachers come into
school and children have the opportunity to access violin, brass, woodwind and guitar lessons. The
school takes advantage of other opportunities as these become available.

Curriculum Enrichments and Art & Design
The school provides a range of enrichments including: visiting theatre groups, artists, story-tellers,
poets, dance groups/teachers, concert and theatre visits.

The learning environment within Art & Design
Learning environments;

e enable pupils to develop their ideas in Art & Design through independent enquiry and
creativity;

e enable pupils to take appropriate responsibility for the organisation and care of learning
resources within Art & Design;

e enable pupils to make the best use of space and learning resources;

e are organised so that pupils have suitable access to Art & Design learning resources of good
quality;

e reflect the current areas of study of the National Curriculum, where relevant;

e contain high quality, stimulating and interactive visual aids and artefacts which celebrate
pupils’ achievements and which help them with the work in hand so that they attempt to
solve problems for themselves within Art & Design

e engage and encourage pupils’ learning by promoting a sense of pride in their own
achievements and the achievements of others within Art & Design

e enable pupils to use ICT to enhance their learning across all areas of the Art & Design
curriculum.



Teaching Art & Design
Teachers value all pupils irrespective of their ability, race, gender, age or achievement.

Teaching Art & Design:

e promotes effective and positive interaction between teachers and pupils;

o Relationships are positive and motivate all pupils. As a result, pupils receive positive
and constructive feedback which helps them know what to do next and how to
improve further. Feedback is informative and encouraging, uses praise and gives
approval. Teachers are sensitive to the needs of all pupils.

e promotes high expectations;

o Teaching within Art & Design promotes high expectations for all pupils and sets high
but attainable challenges. Teachers have a secure subject knowledge in all areas of
Art & Design, provide clear explanations and use skilful questioning to help pupils
who have difficulties and to challenge those pupils who succeed more easily.

® uses a range of teaching styles;

o Teaching styles match learning objectives in Art & Design. The range used ensures
that pupils apply themselves purposefully and confidently. An appropriate balance
of approaches, relevant to the Art & Design activities, is used, for example:

e direct teaching (class, groups and individual pupils);

discussion and debate

guestion and answer

individual and group investigations

role play and drama

story telling

Modelling

e fieldwork and use of the school grounds

o There is a balanced use of explanation, demonstration, discussion, practice, investigation
and problem solving within Art & Design.

e uses well-timed interventions to help the pupils make good progress in Art & Design

o Teaching includes skilled questioning where the questions are clear and understood
by pupils. Responses are positive and encourage pupils in their learning. In
addition, teaching provides opportunities for pupils to formulate their own
guestions about the Art & Design being experienced.

e isplanned to enable pupils to learn the skills, knowledge, concepts and attitudes appropriate to the
areas of learning within Art & Design for pupils under five, the Primary National Curriculum, and
religious education and pupils’ personal and social education where relevant;

o Effective planning, assessment and recording ensure that teaching meets the needs
of all pupils in Art & Design. Planning is informed by an assessment of pupils’
achievements. It is linked clearly to the requirements of the Early Learning Goals
and the Primary National Curriculum.

o Tasks are appropriately challenging and activities are matched to the age and stage
of development of pupils.

o Planning identifies, at appropriate levels of detail, objectives, methods, learning
resources and the deployment of adults.

o Lessons have clear objectives which are communicated effectively to pupils. Pupils
acquire knowledge, skills and understanding progressively and at an appropriate pace.

o Teaching provides feedback to pupils about their progress. It encourages, extends and
challenges pupils appropriately.



o Pupils are encouraged to assess their own performance and identify the improvements
they could make in their work for themselves.
o Assessment strategies are implemented and records relating to agreed criteria and agreed
areas of learning are kept.
e provides opportunities for pupils to work individually, collaboratively and as a class within the Art
& Design activity;
o Teachers employ a range of organisational strategies. For example: the use of the
whole class, group and individual work; collaborative group work;
o There are opportunities for pupils to make decisions; pupils are encouraged to organise
their own time. There are opportunities for teacher-led and pupil-led activities.

o Lessons provide sufficient opportunities for pupils to work without interruption for
sustained periods that are appropriate to their age and stage of development.
acknowledges and makes the best use of the contribution of parents, the community and work

carried out at home within Art & Design;
o Teaching values and promotes partnership between home and school,
acknowledging the school’s policy for homework and the home-school agreement.
e recognises and manages effectively the support of other adults in the classroom within Art &
Design

o The role and contribution of other adults in the classroom is planned clearly. Adults
are valued for the contribution they make to pupils’ learning by being suitably
informed, involved in planning, evaluation and assessment as appropriate.

® recognises the importance of health and safety within Art & Design;

o The school’s health and safety policy is followed. Safety procedures are built into
planning. Potential risks, dangerous occurrences and accidents are reported
quickly. Pupils are made aware of the importance of health and safety issues
related to the tasks in hand. Pupils are encouraged to take responsibility and make
decisions about health and safety, in line with their age and stage of development,
but under the direction of responsible adults.

® recognises the importance of school self-evaluation processes within Art & Design;

o In order to develop an ethos of school improvement, teaching acknowledges and
contributes to the school’s agreed approaches and procedures for school self-
evaluation. The professional judgements and views of staff are valued.

Learning in Art & Design

Pupils should expect to experience a wide variety of activities which enable them to acquire

new knowledge and develop their understanding and skills in Art & Design. They are expected

to respect the environment in which they work. They are expected to contribute to the

development of their environment appropriately, for example by taking responsibility for

organising displays of their own work and the work of others. Pupils are expected to work

collaboratively with other pupils and adults, know what they are doing, why they are doing it

and know what they are going to learn next. Pupils have sufficient time to complete their

tasks. They are expected to become critical and reflective learners so that they evaluate their

own work and know how to improve.

Pupils

e have opportunities to demonstrate an understanding of what they have learned in Art & Design;
Learning enables pupils to develop the essential skills of literacy, numeracy (where
relevant) and information technology through learning in Art & Design. Pupils have
opportunities to practise and apply newly acquired skills and knowledge. They are



encouraged to learn and use relevant technical vocabulary. They communicate their
findings in a variety of appropriate ways and these become more sophisticated as they
progress through the school. They improve their ability to concentrate, pose their own
qguestions and solve problems.

e demonstrate positive attitudes to learning in Art & Design;
Pupils sometimes work individually and sometimes cooperatively as a member of a
group. In both cases, pupils build on what they have learned before. Pupils are
encouraged to work productively, meet the challenge set and collaborate with others
on joint projects. Pupils are confident and willing to learn from their mistakes as well as
their successes. Pupils work for sustained periods with a sense of commitment and
enjoyment. Pupils are willing to persevere when answers are not readily available or if
success is not immediate.

e make decisions and choices in their Art & Design learning;
Pupils are expected to contribute to planning their work and organising how they learn.
Expectations increase as pupils develop. They raise their own questions and put
forward their own ideas. They evaluate their own responses and suggest
improvements to their work. They produce work for a variety of audiences.

e are expected to select their own resources in their Art & Design learning;
Pupils use resources carefully, sensibly and economically. They select resources which
are appropriate to the task in hand and return them when the task is complete. Pupils
gather information from books, people, artefacts, ICT and fieldwork in order to
undertake their own research and investigations.

Leadership and management of Art & Design

Monitoring and evaluation of Art & Design

The staff and governing body review this policy in accordance with the cycle for policy review in the
School Development Plan. In addition, the school works through the Artsmark process and has
achieved Artsmark Gold. Progress towards continued achievement of Artsmark Gold is monitored by
the headteacher, TLR holder for ‘Creativity, Excellence and Enjoyment’ and the Governing Body. The
headteacher reports on its implementation and impact in each summer term’s head teacher’s report
on standards and quality across the school.

The purpose of the review is to enable staff to evaluate;
e the policy’s value in supporting and challenging the staff, subject leaders, headteacher and
the governing body within the teaching and learning of Art & Design.
e the impact of the policy on raising standards in Art & Design.

In the planned programme of monitoring and evaluating the quality of teaching and learning in Art &
Design, the school;
e agrees the role of subject leaders and teachers
® uses opportunities for general overviews or specific analyses
o decides how the information is collected, for example, through classroom observation,
sampling pupils’ work, discussions with staff and pupils
o decides how the information gathered is used to inform strategic planning with subject
leaders, headteacher and the governing body
e identifies the school’s strengths, areas for development and issues to be addressed by
individual teachers, year groups, subjects, key stages or the whole school; these feed into the
School Development Plan



e decides how support is provided, for example, through colleagues working alongside each
other, peer observation in the school or another school and how this support is sustained and

developed.

e Identifies which resources are needed for each arts subject, prioritising funding and looking
for appropriate additional sources of funding as required; identifies how these resources will
be allocated and used.

Review

This policy will be reviewed every three years in line with the school’s policy review programme. The
subject leader is responsible for reporting to the governors’ curriculum committee about the quality
of its implementation and its impact on standards. In the light of this, policy amendments may be

made.

Appendix

Good questioning encourages pupils to think more deeply and to share their thoughts and creative
ideas with others. This applies to the Arts just as it does within the teaching and learning in all
curriculum areas. Teaching in the Arts ensures that pupils are given access to a range of questions
which help to develop their metacognition and problem solving skills.

Type of questions

Example

Open

What do you think...?

Why do you think...?

How do you know...?

Do you feel...?

Find different ways of...?

Can you try different ways of...?

Closed

What is...? What are...?

When did...?

How many...?

Where is...? Where would you find...?

Recalling facts

Asks pupils to name an event, process, artist or fact.
Asks pupils to recall some information but not apply it.

Observing

Asks pupils to describe what they see, using appropriate vocabulary.

Hypothesising,
predicting or
speculating

Asks pupils to estimate, suggest why something happens and suggest
what will happen as a result of doing something; to ponder, guess or
draw an inference.

Concluding

Asks pupils to draw different threads together or follow a logical route
to arrive at a solution.

Personal responses

Asks pupils to express personal feelings, thoughts and ideas, in
response to a painting or piece of music, for e.g.

Discriminating

Prompts pupils to consider advantages or disadvantages, to look at
something from different points of view.

Designing and
comparing procedures

Asks pupils to plan and prepare a process for tackling a problem.
Asking pupils to analyse before or after an activity which process will
be/was the most effective.

Interpreting results

Asks pupils to draw conclusions from data or information, particularly
where they are expected to understand a trend, identify what might
happen next.




Applying reason or
what they know

Asks pupils to provide more than one solution to a problem. Asks
pupils to apply one or more aspects of their learning in order to explain
what has happened or might happen next.




