
Reception Class prompts for reading with a child or group of children.  

Yellow highlighted questions are ones the class teacher would like you to focus on with all readers, but the other 
questions may also be suitable, depending on the individual child. 

A child needs to engage in critical thinking to discuss a book — a key skill for success in school as well as life. 
Here are some tips on how to start and sustain a book discussion with a child: 

Before the child reads the book, ask: 

 

While the child is reading the book, 
try asking: 

After the child has finished the book, 
ask questions like: 

• What do you think the book is 
going to be about? 

• What do you think is going to 
happen? 

• What makes you think this book 
is going to be interesting? 

• Does this book remind you of 
anything else you’ve already read 
or seen? 

• What kind of characters do you 
think will be in the book? 

What will you do if you get stuck on a 
word? 

 

• Will you catch me up on the 
story? What’s happened so far? 

• What do you think will happen 
next? 

• Where is the book set? 
• Did you learn any new words or 

facts so far? 
• If you were that character, what 

would you have done differently 
in that situation? 

• If the main character in that story 
lived next door, would you be 
friends? 

• What does the place look like in 
your head as you read? Would 
you want to visit there? 

• What was your favourite part of 
the book? Why? 

• Who was your favourite 
character? Why? 

• What was the most interesting 
thing you learned from the book? 

• Would you have ended the book 
differently? Did it end the way you 
thought it would? 

• Did the problem of the book’s plot 
get solved? 

• If you could change one thing in 
the book, what would it be? 

 

 



Class 1 prompts for reading with a child or group of children. 

A child needs to engage in critical thinking to discuss a book — a key skill for success in school as well as life. Here 
are some tips on how to start and sustain a book discussion with a child: 

 

Before the child reads the book, ask: 

 

While the child is reading the book, 
try asking: 

After the child has finished the book, 
ask questions like: 

• Why did you select this book? 
• What makes you think this book is 

going to be interesting? 
• What do you think the book is going to 

be about? 
• What do you think is going to happen? 
• Does this book remind you of anything 

else you’ve already read or seen? 
• What kind of characters do you think 

will be in the book? 

What will you do if you get stuck on a 
word? 

 

• Will you catch me up on the story? 
What’s happened so far? 

• What do you think will happen next? 
• If you were that character, what would 

you have done differently in that 
situation? 

• Where is the book set? 
• If the main character in that story lived 

next door, would you be friends? 
• What does the place look like in your 

head as you read? Would you want to 
visit there? 

• Did you learn any new words or facts 
so far? 

• What was your favourite part of the book? 
Why? 

• Who was your favourite character? Why? 
• What was the most interesting thing you 

learned from the book? 
• Why do you think the author wrote this 

book? 
• Would you have ended the book 

differently? Did it end the way you thought 
it would? 

• Did the problem of the book’s plot get 
solved? 

• If you could change one thing in the book, 
what would it be?#  

 
 

 



Class 2 prompts for reading with a child or group of children. 

Yellow highlighted questions are ones the class teacher would like you to focus on with all readers, but the other 
questions may also be suitable, depending on the individual child. Blue are more challenging. 

A child needs to engage in critical thinking to discuss a book — a key skill for success in school as well as life. Here 
are some tips on how to start and sustain a book discussion with a child: 

Before the child reads the book, ask: 

 

While the child is reading the book, try 
asking: 

After the child has finished the book, 
ask questions like: 

• What do you think the book is going 
to be about? 

• What do you think is going to 
happen? 

• Why did you select this book? 
• What makes you think this book is 

going to be interesting? 
• Does this book remind you of 

anything else you’ve already read or 
seen? 

• What kind of characters do you think 
will be in the book? 

What will you do if you get stuck on a 
word? 

 

*When reading fiction, it can be useful to see if 
the children can make any emotional connection 
to the character in order to test their 
comprehension of the text. E.g. How is ____ 
feeling? Why do you think that? 

• Will you catch me up on the story? What’s 
happened so far? 

• What do you think will happen next? 
• Where is the book set? 
• If the main character in that story lived 

next door, would you be friends? 
• What does the place look like in your 

head as you read? Would you want to 
visit there? 

• Did you learn any new words or facts so 
far? 

• If you were that character, what would you 
have done differently in that situation? 

• What was your favourite part of the book? 
Why? 

• Who was your favourite character? Why? 
• What was the most interesting thing you 

learned from the book? 
• Did the problem of the book’s plot get 

solved? 
• Would you have ended the book 

differently? Did it end the way you thought 
it would?  

• Why do you think the author wrote this 
book? 

• If you could change one thing in the book, 
what would it be? 

 



KS2 prompts for reading with a child or group of children. 

Yellow highlighted questions are ones the class teacher would like you to focus on with all readers, but the other questions may also be suitable, depending on 
the individual child. Blue are more challenging. 

• A child needs to engage in critical thinking to discuss a book — a key skill for success in school as well as life. Here are some tips on how to start and 
sustain a book discussion with a child:  

• Special focus: Children should be encouraged to use quotations / evidence from the text to support their answers. 
• Special focus 2: Please ask/clarify with children any vocabulary they are unsure of which is important to the understanding of the text 

Before the child reads the book, ask: 
While the child is reading the book, try 
asking: 

After the child has finished the book, 
ask questions like: 

• What type of text is this? (fiction, non-
fiction, poetry or play script) How will 
you know? 

• Why did you select this book? 
• What makes you think this book is going 

to be interesting? 
• What do you think the book is going to 

be about? 
• What do you think is going to happen? 
• Does this book remind you of anything 

else you’ve already read or seen? 
• What kind of characters do you think will 

be in the book? 

What will you do if you get stuck on a 
word? 

 

• Who is telling the story (if it is written in the 
first person (I/we) narrative) 

• Can you find an adjective/noun phrase/ 
adverb? Can you think of a different one the 
author could have used?  

• Will you catch me up on the story? What’s 
happened so far? 

• What do you think will happen next? 
• If you were that character, what would you 

have done differently in that situation? 
• Where is the book set? 
• If the main character in that story lived next 

door, would you be friends? 
• What does the place look like in your head as 

you read? Would you want to visit there? 
• Did you learn any new words or facts so far? 
• If you were that character, what would you 

have done differently in that situation? 

• What was your favourite part of the book? 
Why? 

• Who was your favourite character? Why? 
• What was the most interesting thing you 

learned from the book? 
• Why do you think the author wrote this book? 
• Would you have ended the book differently? 

Did it end the way you thought it would? 
• Did the problem of the book’s plot get solved? 
• If you could change one thing in the book, 

what would it be? 

 

 

 


