
 

Reading Curriculum Map and Statements of progression 

 

INTENT: West Hill Primary School is determined that every pupil will learn to read, regardless of their background, needs or abilities.  

‘A reader from West Hill Primary School will: 

• Develop a love of reading and books 

• Develop a knowledge of a wide range of authors 

• Be familiar with and enjoy listening to a wide range of stories, poems, rhymes and non-fiction  

• Enjoy enrichment in their learning across the curriculum thanks to well-selected, high-quality texts in a variety of contexts as a stimulus  

• Read widely and often 

• Receive expert instruction in early reading 

• Use established reading skills to access learning across the curriculum in later years 

• Use a range of strategies to engage with a text 

• Read books which are appropriately challenging, including encountering (with support): Archaic Language; Non-Linear Time Sequences; Complex 

Narratives; Figurative/Symbolic Texts; Resistant Texts 

 

• read easily, fluently and with good understanding 

• develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information 

• acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language 

• appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage 

 

  



 

Reading for pleasure  

Intent Create a reading culture where children are exposed to a range of high-quality texts in a variety of contexts and have opportunities to browse 
literature, as well as structured reading activities 
To build preferences in reading and to choose to read 
To recognise authors and styles of reading that individuals enjoy 
Engaging in book discussion in a range of contexts, alongside both adults and peers 
Sharing and recommending a range of books 

Implementation All reading contexts below contribute to developing reading for pleasure 

Curriculum Provision: 

 FS Y1 Y2 Y3/4 Y5/6 

Reading aloud to children 

Intent Building a bank of story and rhyme knowledge 
 
Exposing children to texts beyond what they can 
read themselves 
 
Developing an enjoyment for reading 

Widening knowledge of texts 
and authors, including non-
fiction and poetry 
 
Sustaining stamina in 
listening and reading texts 
 
Making connections within a 
book 

Introducing children to a 
wider range of authors and 
contexts e.g. historical and 
cultural 

Exposing children to 
challenging and archaic 
texts, e.g., language, 
themes,  

Implementation Daily exposure to quality books for a minimum of ten minutes dedicated time 3 times weekly exposure to quality books for a minimum of 
ten minutes dedicated time 

Development of a reading spine 

Core texts Oliver’s Vegetables – 
Vivian French 
Peace at Last – Jill 
Murphy 
Wow! said the Owl – 
Tim Hopgood 
Dear Zoo- Rod 
Campbell 

The Owl who was 
afraid of the Dark- Jill 
Tomlinson 
Superworm – Julia 
Donaldson 
Jack and the Flumflum 
Tree- Julia Donaldson 
The Lighthouse 

Dave Pigeon (series)- 
Swampna Haddow 

Y3: 
Gorilla- Anthony Browne 
The Bolds 
Julian Clary 
 
Y4: 
Grimm Tales – Philip 
Pullman 

Y5 
Little House in the Big 
Woods – Laura Ingalls 
Wilder 
 
Y6 
Wonder – R J Palacio 
Kensuke’s Kingdom – 



The Mitten – Jan Brett 
Bear Snores On – 
Karma Wilson 
The Emperor’s Egg- 
Martin Jenkins 
Whatever Next? – Jill 
Murphy 
Man on the Moon – 
Simon Bartrum 
Here Come the Aliens – 
Colin McNaughton 
The Tiny Seed- Eric 
Carle 
Jack and the Beanstalk 
– Richard Walker 
The Very Hingry 
Caterpillar- Eric Carle 
Goldilocks and the 
Three Bears – 
Traditional Tale 
Little Red Riding Hood- 
Traditional Tale 
The Rainbow Fish- 
Marcus Pfister 
The Lighthouse 
Keeper’s Lunch – 
Ronda and David 
Armitage 

Keeper’s Lunch Ronda 
and David Armitage 
Jack and the Jell Bean 
Stalk – Rachael 
Mortimer 
Jim and the Beanstalk- 
Raymond Briggs 
Tinga Tinda Tales- 
Tiger aspect 
Aesop’s Fables- Aesop 

Iron Man- Ted Hughes 
Robot Girl- Malorie 
Blackman 
Hansel and Gretel – 
Anthony Browne 
A Series of Unfortunate 
Events – Lemony Snicket 
Gorilla – Anthony Browne 
Changes – Anthony Browne 
Into the Forest – Anthony 
Browne 
Voices in the Park – 
Anthony Browne 
My Dad- Anthony Browne 
(as part of author study, 
linked to ‘My Mum’ text for 
Mother’s Day. 

Michael Morpurgo 

Independent reading and home/school reading 

Intent Independently reading phonically decodable 
books matched to their phonic knowledge and 
skills 

Reading age-appropriate 
books  
Increasing stamina 

Choosing appropriate texts 
Reading for sustained 
periods of time 
Increasing the length and 
complexity of texts being 
read 
Read short novels 
independently with 
understanding (by end of 
Y4) 

Reading age appropriate 
books, including whole 
novels 
Widening the range and 
challenge of books they 
read, including texts from a  
wider literary heritage 



Implementation Decodable books selected based on link to 
Letters and Sounds phases 
Books selected by adult in class 
Books changed twice a week (or more if required) 
Opportunity to take home a book to share for 
pleasure in addition to decodable text 

Books selected based on 
entry data (Phonics 
Screening), PIRA reading 
score and teacher 
assessment 
Teachers monitor through 
PIRA score and reading 
records 
Opportunity to take home a 
book in addition to targeted 
reading book 

Opportunity to take home a 
book in addition to targeted 
reading book 
Teachers monitor through 
PIRA score and reading 
records 

Opportunity to take home a 
book in addition to targeted 
reading book 
Teachers monitor through 
PIRA score and reading 
records 

Guided reading/reading instruction 

Intent To teach the comprehension and decoding skills required to achieve age related expectations (as detailed in National Curriculum) 

Implementation Daily Letters and Sounds sessions 
Additional guided reading to ensure independent 
application and to develop comprehension skills 

Daily 30 minute guided 
reading sessions: teacher 
working with at least one 
group per day and pupils 
grouped by need rather than 
ability  
As part of GR session, 
independent activities 
enabling children to practise 
and apply reading skills 
(when not in guided group 
with teacher) 

Weekly direct teaching of 
reading skills through 
discrete sessions and 
across the curriculum  
An increasing expectation of 
written recording of 
understanding through KS2 
using APE – Answer, Proof, 
Explanation 

Weekly direct teaching of 
reading skills through 
discrete sessions and 
across the curriculum  
An increasing expectation of 
written recording of 
understanding through KS2 
using PEE – Point, 
Evidence, Explanation (links 
to transition to secondary 
education) 

Core texts See top section: 
Reading for Pleasure 

Y1: 
The Puffin Book of 
Fantastic First Poems 
ed. by June Crebbin 
Chocolate Cake – 
Michael Rosen 
Charlie Cook’s 
Favourite book – Julia 
Donaldson 
Ruby’s Worry – Tom 
Percival 
One days, so many 
ways – Laura Hall & 

Y2: 
The Mermaid and the 
Dolphin – Celia Warren 
Grow it Back – Dianna 
Noonan 
What can we do all day – 
J.R Franco 
Wallace and Gromit: The 
Socomatic – Monica Hughes 
Wallace and Gromit: the 
Autochef – Monica Hughes 
Casper’s Scare School – 
Maureen Haselhurst 

Y3: 
The Beasties – Jenny 
Nimmo  
Winter’s Child - Angela 
McAllister  
Firebird – Saviour Pirotta 
Stone Girl Bone Girl – 
Laurence Anholt  
Frog Belly Rat Bone – 
Timothy Ering  
The fossil Girl – Catherine 
Brighton  
Fossils – Jill McDougall  

Y5:  
Vera Pratt and the Bishop’s 
False Teeth-Brough Birling  
Eighteenth Emergency - 
Betsy Byars  
The Water Horse - Dick 
King-Smith  
The Secret Garden - 
Frances Hodgson Burnett 
Hunt the baby - Jacqueline 
Wilson  
The Angel of Nitshill Road - 
Anne Fine  



Loris Lora 
Just Ask! – Sonia 
Sotomayor 
Frog finds a friend – 
Max Velthuijs 
 

Strawberries at School – Jill 
McDungall 
Cars, Cars, Cars – Michael 
Steer 
Pete’s Peculiar Pet Shop 
(series) – Stelia May Bird 
The Sarah Jane Adventures 
(series) – Trevor Baxendale 
Sick as a Parrot – Michael 
Morgan 
 
SUMMER TERM HA ONLY: 
Harry Potter and the 
Philosopher’s Stone – J.K 
Rowling 
Charlotte’s Web – E.B White 

The Pebble in my pocket –  
Meredith Hooper 
 
 
Y4: 
I Know Someone Who Can- 
Poetry Anthology 
Jack and the Dream Sack – 
Laurence Anholt 
Iron Man – Ted Hughes  
Zoo- Anthony Browne 
Pixies of Ottery – Local 
History Website 
A Series of Unfortunate 
Events – Lemony Snicket 
How Do You See Plastic? – 
Lea Knowles 
Dear Humans – Louise 
Plater 
A Series of Unfortunate 
Events- Lemony Snicket 
(chapter one only for direct 
teaching of comprehension 
skills). 
 

The Demon Headmaster – 
Gillian Cross Story of the 
Cyclops Working Children - 
Wes Magee Little Red 
Riding Hood – (Perrault’s 
Version 1729; Grimm Bros 
1812; Modern)  
Crows and Cranes – Pie 
Corbett  
The Two Grandpas – Jamila 
Gavin Biographical – Ronald 
Dahl, Vincent Van Gogh. 
Diary – Ernest Shackleton, 
Diary of a Whimpy Kid- Jeff 
Kinney  
Autobiographical – 
Kandinsky Selection of 
poems – What am I?, Black 
Labrador, Rain, mum’s 
Embrace, Like the Stars in 
the Sky, City Jungle – Pie 
Corbett, The Highwayman – 
A Noyes, If all the World 
were Paper – Joseph 
Coelho 
 
Y6: 
Scenes from an 
Extraordinary life – Charles 
Dickens – Mickk Manning 
Street Child Berlie Doherty 
A Christmas Carol – Charles 
Dickens 
The Lost Words – Jackie 
Morris & Robert MacFarlane 
Shackleton’s Journey – 
William Gryll 

Shared reading as part of teaching sequence 

Intent Exposing children to a high-quality text model in a variety of text types, as models for writing at a higher level than all children could access 
independently 



Implementation First week of each teaching sequence: sharing the text, providing opportunities to respond to the text, provide opportunities to map and learn the 
text, exploring text structure summarise text features (reading objectives identified on sequence planning) 
 

Core texts See top section: 
Reading for Pleasure 

Handa’s Surprise – 
Eileen Browne 
Peace and Last- Jill 
Murphy 
Superworm – Julia 
Donaldson 
Tinga Tinda Tales- 
Tiger aspect 
Aesop’s Fables- Aesop 

Stuck – Oliver Jeffers 
How to Wash a Woolly 
Mammoth- Michelle 
Robinson and Kate Hindley 
Katie Morag and the Two 
Grandmothers (and other 
Katie Morag stories) – Mairi 
Hedderwick 
The Great Kapok Tree- 
Lynne Cherry 

Y3 
The Beasties – Jenny 
Nimmo and Gwen Millward 
Winter’s Child – Angela 
McAllister 
Play Time – Julia Donaldon 
Firebird – Savior Pirotta 
 
Y4 
I Know Someone Who Can- 
Poetry Anthology 
My Mum- Anthony Browne 
Jack and the Dream Sack – 
Laurence Anholt 
Zoo- Anthony Browne 
Escape from Pompeii – 
Christina Balit 
Pixies of Ottery – Local 
History Website 
The Dream-Giver – Teacher 
model text 
Dear Humans – Louise 
Plater 

Y5 
The Secret Garden – 
Frances Hodgson Burnett 
The Demon Headmaster – 
Gillian Cross 
Little Red Riding Hood – 
Perrault 1729; Grimm 
Brothers 1812 
 
Y6 
Street Child- Berlie Doherty 
A Christmas Carol- Charles 
Dickens 
The Lost Words – Robert 
Macfarlane and Jackie 
Morris 
The Highwayman – Alfred 
Noyes 
A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
/ Mr William Shakespeare’s 
Plays 
William Shakespeare/Marcia 
Williams 
Kensuke’s Kingdom – 
Michael Morpurgo 

Core reading texts to support reading to learn across the curriculum 

Intent Listen to and discuss information books, other 
non-fiction and related narrative/poetry texts to 
establish the foundations for their learning in 
other subjects 

Listen to, discuss and read 
independently, texts which 
develop their knowledge 
across the wider curriculum 

Listen to and read a wide 
variety of texts to find out 
information and develop 
knowledge across the wider 
curriculum. 

The skills of information 
retrieval should be applied in 
reading textbooks from 
across the curriculum and in 
contexts where pupils are 
genuinely motivated to find 
out information. 

Implementation Access to ‘Books for Topics’ – Titles chosen to support learning across the curriculum 
Teachers select texts best-suited to supporting skills and knowledge to learn across the curriculum, exposing children to a wide range of authors 
and for a range of purposes 



Core texts See top section: 
Reading for Pleasure 

The Gunpowder Plot- 
Liz Gogerly 
Gracie the Lighthouse 
Cat – Ruth Brown 
Jack and the Jell Bean 
Stalk – Rachael 
Mortimer 
Jim and the Beanstalk- 
Raymond Briggs 
 

Katie Morag stories) – Mairi 
Hedderwick 
The Great Kapok Tree- 
Lynne Cherry 

Y3 
Stone Age- Curriculum 
Visions 
The Vikings- Curriculum 
Visions 
Stone Girl Bone Girl- 
Laurence Anholt 
The Ancient Egyptians – 
Curriculum Visions 
 
Y4 
Window – Jeanie Baker 
A Planet Full of Plastic – 
Neal Layton 
This Book is Not Rubbish: 50 
Ways to Ditch Plastic - 
Isabel Thomas 
What A Waste: Rubbish, 
Recycling, and Protecting 
our Planet – Jess French 

The Romans in Britain- 

Curriculum Visions 

Y5 
The Ancient Greeks- 
Curriculum Visions 
Rich and Poor in Tudor 
Times- Curriculum Visions 
 
Y6 
Street Child- Berlie Doherty 
A Christmas Carol- Charles 
Dickens 
Charles Dickens: Scenes 
from an Extraordinary Life – 
Mick Manning 
The Lost Words – Robert 
Macfarlane and Jackie 
Morris 

Texts shared to support 
Whole School Values 
and Learning 
Behaviours, Whole 
School 
Messaging/Ethos 

Chicken Clicking - Jeanne Willis  
Dogs Don’t do Ballet – Anna Kemp 
Giraffes Can’t Dance - Giles Andreae  
Piggybook – Anthony Browne 
Simon Sock - Sue Hendra, Paul Linnet Nutti the Squirrel Who Couldn’t Eat Nuts – Caroline Brown 
The Book of Hopes - Various 
The Unexpected Visitor – Jay Courtney-Tickle 
Voices in the Park – Anthony Browne Zog – Julia Donaldson 
Willy The Wimp – Anthony Browne 
Zog and the Flying Doctors – Julia Donaldson 
Walter’s Wonderful Web – Tim Hopgood 

Assessment 

Assessment Evidence 
in order to assess 
impact (Examples only) 

EYFSP 
Phonic Screening Check 
Observations of reading behaviour and talking to 
pupils 
Independent and home reading records 
Running records to assess fluency and accuracy 
Phonic assessments 

SATs 
Phonics Screening Check 
Observations of reading 
behaviour & talking to pupils 
Independent and home 
reading records 
Guided reading records 

AR assessments 
(NFER/Testbase etc.) 
Observations of reading 
behaviour & talking to pupils 
Independent and home 
reading records 
Guided reading records 

SATs 
AR assessments 
(NFER/Testbase etc.) 
Observations of reading 
behaviour & talking to pupils 
Independent and home 
reading records 



 Running records to assess 
fluency and accuracy 
 
 

Verbal and written book 
reviews & recommendations 
Written responses to reading 
activities 

Guided reading records 
Verbal and written book 
reviews & recommendations 
Written responses to reading 
activities 

Assessment 
Expectations (what 
assessment criteria are 
used? When? 
Moderation? 

See reading endpoints document for term-by-term expectations 

 


