
 

Year and term Book We Read at West Hill Primary – Overview –Updated Autumn 2021 

R Autumn Title: My World, Your World 
Author: Melanie Walsh 
How we read it: Share as a whole class text to introduce theme for the week – ‘Me’  
Why we read it: Comparing and contrasting – the book draws from different cultures and identifies similarities and 
differences between individuals and us all. Familiar context and common experiences.  Simple repeating format. 
Children can easily identify with what they do. Eg I walk to school, I go in a car.   
Curriculum links:  

● Lit (comprehension) – Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and 

narratives using their own words and recently introduced vocabulary; - Anticipate – where appropriate – key 

events in stories; 

● PSED (Building Relationships) - Show sensitivity to their own and to others’ needs 

● UW (Past and present) - Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society;  

● UW (People, Culture and Communities) -  Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural 

communities in this country, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class; - Explain some similarities and differences 

between life in this country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories 

● Lit (Writing) + PD (Fine Motor Skills) - Draw a picture of themselves and write their name. 

Tier 2 Vocab: same, different, colourful 

 
Book Title: Monkey Puzzle 
Author: Julia Donaldson  
How we read it: Share as a whole class text to introduce theme for the week – ‘My Family’ 
Why we read it: Cultural Capital. This is a story that is often already familiar to children.  The story supports the concept 

that we are all different and allows children to celebrate their difference. The rhyming story includes rich vocabulary 
and introduces the children to the idea of adjectives to describe attributes. 

Curriculum Links: 

 Lit (comprehension) – Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and 
narratives using their own words and recently introduced vocabulary; - Anticipate – where appropriate – key 
events in stories; 

 C+L (Speaking) - Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently introduced vocabulary from stories,  

 Lit (Writing) + PD (Fine Motor Skills) - Draw a picture of their family and write any known letters to label. 

 UW (The Natural World) - Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of animals 
Tier 2 Vocab: muddle, creature, discover, coil 
 



R Autumn Book Title: ‘Where’s My Teddy?’  
Author: Jez Alborough 
How we read it: Share as a whole class text to introduce theme for the week – ‘My Toys’ 
Why we read it: Cultural Capital. Simple rhyming pattern which children can predict. Context draws on the familiar 

experience of having and losing a favourite toy. 
Curriculum Links: 

 Lit (comprehension) – Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and 
narratives using their own words and recently introduced vocabulary; - Anticipate – where appropriate – key 
events in stories; 

 C+L (Speaking) - Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently introduced vocabulary from stories,  

 Lit (Writing) + PD (Fine Motor Skills) – write invitations for a teddy bear’s picnic 

 UW (Past and Present) – Talk about the lives of people around them.  Know some similarities and differences between things in the 
past and now. 

 Maths - comparing sizes and language of size: big-small 
Tier 2 Vocab: sobbing, stomping, yelled. 
 
Book Title: ‘A Squash and a Squeeze’ 
Author: Julia Donaldson  
How we read it: Share as a whole class text to introduce theme for the week – ‘My House’ 
Why we read it: Use of repetitive language and rhyming pattern.  This is a familiar author and text for many children. 

The text includes a wide range of vocabulary and opportunities to look at shades of meaning related to size: small, 
tiny, teeny… 

Curriculum Links: 

 Lit (comprehension) – Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and 
narratives using their own words and recently introduced vocabulary; - Anticipate – where appropriate – key 
events in stories; 

 C+L (Speaking) - Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently introduced vocabulary 
from stories,  

 Lit (Writing) + PD (Fine Motor Skills) - Draw a picture of their house and write any known letters to label. 

 Maths - comparing sizes and language of size: big, huge, small, tiny, teeny, titchy… 
Tier 2 Vocab: grumble, wise, curious,  (Tier 3: jig) 



R Autumn Book Title: ‘Pattan’s Pumpkin’’ 
Author: Chitra Sounder 
How we read it: Share as a whole class text to introduce theme for the week – ‘Harvest’ 
Why we read it: This beautiful picture book is a traditional ‘flood tale’ from India. As well as having vibrant illustrations, 

it introduces the children to aspects of the Indian culture and the geography of that part of the world. 
Curriculum Links: 

 Lit (comprehension) – Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and 
narratives using their own words and recently introduced vocabulary; - Anticipate – where appropriate – key 
events in stories; 

 C+L (Speaking) - Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently introduced vocabulary from stories,  

 Lit (Writing) + PD (Fine Motor Skills) – Write class ‘lift the flap’ book – using language of comparisons: eg bigger than a … 

 UW (People, Culture and Community) – Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other 
countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and (when appropriate) maps. 

Tier 2 Vocab:, ailing, battling, hollow, basked  (Tier 3: sapling, valley) 
 
Poem Title: ‘Remember, remember the 5th November’ + ‘Bonfires Burning’ (Sung to tune of London’s Burning) 
Author: Traditional 
How we read it: Reciting in order to each children the poems  
Why we read it: Cultural Capital, links to historical enquiry - bonfire night traditions and the history of the Gunpowder 

Plot.  Introduce adjectives to describe fireworks. 
Curriculum Links: 

 Lit (comprehension) – Participate in class discussions, offering their own ideas, using recently introduced 
vocabulary 

 C+L (Speaking) - Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently introduced 
vocabulary from stories,  

 Lit (Writing) + PD (Fine Motor Skills) – letter formation – writing known letters on ‘firework’ cut outs 

 UW (Past and Present) – Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and 
storytelling 

Tier 2 Vocab: plot, celebrate (Tier 3 – gunpowder, treason, government) 
 

R Autumn Book Title: Kipper’s Birthday 
Author: Mick Inkpen 
How we read it: Share as a whole class text to introduce theme for the week – ‘Birthdays’ 
Why we read it: Cultural Capital. Context draws on the familiar experience of birthdays and links with the topic of ‘Let’s 

Celebrate’  
Curriculum Links: 

 Lit (comprehension) – Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and 
narratives using their own words and recently introduced vocabulary;  Anticipate – where appropriate – key 
events in stories; Use the language or ‘first’, ‘then’, ‘next’ 



 C+L (Speaking) - Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently introduced vocabulary from stories,  

 Lit (Writing) + PD (Fine Motor Skills) – Writing shopping lists for a birthday party and invitations 
Tier 2 Vocab: heap, deliver, dodging, streamed 
 

R Autumn Book Title: Pass the Jam Jim 
Author: Kaye Umansky and Margaret Chamberlain 
How we read it: Share as a whole class text to introduce theme for the week – ‘Birthdays’ 
Why we read it: Cultural Capital.  This fun and engaging rhyming story allows the children to explore alliteration and to 

create rhymes for themselves.  It uses a familiar context of a birthday party. 
Curriculum Links: 

 Lit (comprehension) – Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and 
narratives using their own words and recently introduced vocabulary; Anticipate – where appropriate – key events 
in stories; 

 C+L (Speaking) - Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently introduced vocabulary from stories,  
Tier 2 Vocab: cram, alliteration, title, set/setting 
 
Book Title: Babushka  
Author: Sandra Ann Horn 
How we read it: Share as a whole class text to introduce theme for the week – ‘Christmas celebrations’ 
Why we read it: Cultural Capital. This is a traditional Russian/Eastern European tale and an alternative version of the 

Christmas story.  It links to the Nativity production that the children are involved in and tells the story from a 
different perspective.  The children are introduced to the concept of ‘character’ by talking about ‘what’ Babushka 
is ‘like’.  

Curriculum Links: 

 Lit (comprehension) – Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and 
narratives using their own words and recently introduced vocabulary; - Anticipate – where appropriate – key events in stories; 

 C+L (Speaking) - Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently introduced vocabulary from stories,  

 Lit (Writing) + PD (Fine Motor Skills) – Write a letter to Father Christmas asking for a gift: ‘Can I have…’ 

 UW (Past and Present) – Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class. 
Tier 2 Vocab:   speck, hobble, excuse, crowded 

R Spring Book Title: The Mitten 
Author: Jan Brett 
How we read it: Share as a whole class text to introduce theme for the week. 
Why we read it: Cultural Capital - This Ukrainian Folk tale follows a simple accumulation type plot and includes some 
basic adjectives to describe the characters as they appear in the story.  Children can easily discuss and create their 
own examples. Real-life setting linked to common experiences. 
Curriculum links:  

 Lit (R) – Enjoying an increasing range of books. Sequencing. 

 C+L (Sp) – oral retelling of the story using props. 



 Lit (Wr) – Write a sentence using phonic knowledge – ‘My mitten is so big a …could fit in.’ 

 UW (PC) – Know about similarities and differences between themselves and others, and among families, communities and traditions. 
 
Book Title: Bear Snores On 
Author: Karma Wilson 
How we read it: Share as a whole class text to introduce theme for the week. 
Why we read it: This rhyming story includes a rich range of adjectives and vocabulary that provides plenty of 
opportunities to extent pupils word knowledge and gives them scope to create their own ‘descriptive’ sentence.  Pupils 
are able to join in with repeating phrases and predict what word comes next based on the rhyming cues. 
Curriculum links:  

 Lit (R) – Enjoying an increasing range of books. Use vocabulary and forms of speech that are increasingly influenced by their 
experience of books.  Continues a rhyming string. 

 C+L (Sp) – Joining in with repeating phrases 

 UW -  Links to topic on ‘Snow and Ice’ – hibernating/how animals survive the winter 

 EAD (BI) + C+L (Sp) – Role play – Extend vocabulary.  Use language to imagine and recreate roles. 

 Lit (Wr) – Use phonic knowledge to write a descriptive sentence about the bear/cave. 
Book Title: The Emperor’s Egg 
Author: Martin Jenkins 
How we read it: Share as a whole class text to introduce theme for the week. 
Why we read it: This book provides a narrative and accessible format for the children to learn about the lifecycle of the 
emperor penguin.  The books includes facts and information that the children can use as a starting point for their own 
fact writing sentences.   
Curriculum links: 

 Lit (R) – Enjoying an increasing range of books. Knows information can be retrieved from books. 

 C+L (List/Und) – listens to stories and responds to ideas 

 UW -  Links to topic on ‘Snow and Ice’ – penguins  

 Lit (Wr) – Use phonic knowledge to write a fact about a penguin 
 
Book Title: Whatever Next?  
Author: Jill Murphy 
How we read it: Share as a whole class text to introduce theme for the week. 
Why we read it: Cultural capital. This book draws on familiar experiences for children and initially has a real life setting.  
Children can relate to the ‘role play’ element of the story. It allows for discussion about story sequencing – 
beginning/middle/end and introduces the word ‘next’ for children to cope and include in their own writing. 
Curriculum links:  

 Lit (R) – Enjoying an increasing range of books. 

 EAD (BI) + C+L (Sp) – Role play – Extend vocabulary.  Use language to imagine and recreate roles. 

 Lit (Wr) – Using phonic knowledge, write a sentence ‘Next Baby Bear…’  
 



Book Title: Man on the Moon  
Author: Simon Bartrum 
How we read it: Share as a whole class text to introduce theme for the week. 
Why we read it: This book uses a 3rd person diary style format.  It’s ‘silliness’ appeals to the children and allows them to 
develop imaginative role-play.  It continues to reinforce the sequence of events in a story and introduces time adverbials 
such as first, then, after…   
Curriculum links:  

 Lit (R) – Enjoying an increasing range of books. 

 C+L (U + Sp) - Understands humour and extends vocabulary. 

 EAD (BI) + C+L (Sp) - Contextual learning – enhancing role-play in home corner. Developing and extending vocabulary. 

 Lit (Wr) – Using phonic knowledge, write: group ‘countdown’ poems, lists of things you need to take to the moon, pretending to be 
an astronaut and writing a speech bubble. 

 
 
 
Book Title: Here Come the Aliens  
Author: Colin McNaughton 
How we read it: Share as a whole class text to introduce theme for the week. 
Why we read it: This funny, rhyming story includes a fantastic array of adjectives.  The descriptions of the different aliens 
allows the children to create their own inventive aliens.  The story is also useful for modelling emotion and feelings 
through expressive reading and pupils can join in with the repeating phrases. 
Curriculum links: 

 Lit (R) – Enjoying an increasing range of books. 

 C+L (U + Sp) - Understands humour and extends vocabulary.  Identify adjectives. Innovate with own ideas 

 EAD (EUMM) – Drawing and painting aliens  

 Lit (Wr) – using phonic knowledge to write own descriptions of their aliens using adjectives 
 

R Summer Book Title: The Tiny Seed 
Author: Eric Carle 
How we read it: Share as a whole class text to introduce theme for the week. 
Why we read it: This book introduces the theme of growing at the start of our new topic.  Simple sequencing of events. Real-
life setting linked to common experiences, e.g. growing seeds.  Use of story maps to learn the story and perform aloud. 
Reinforcement of time adverbials: first, then, next… 
Curriculum links:  

 Lit (R) – Enjoying an increasing range of books. 

 UW -  Links to topic on ‘Growing’ – planting seeds, lifecycle of a plant 

 EAD (BI) + C+L (Sp) - Contextual learning – enhancing role-play in home corner. Developing and extending vocabulary. 

 Lit (Wr) – Using phonic knowledge, write: instructions for planting seeds 

 C+L (Sp) – Developing own narratives and explanations. Performing oral retelling of the story. 



 
Book Title: Jack and the Beanstalk  
Author: Richard Walker 
How we read it: Share as a whole class text to introduce theme for the week. 
Why we read it: Cultural capital.  This beautiful version of the traditional story uses vivid and imaginative vocabulary.  The 
range of adjectives provides plenty of opportunities to extent pupils’ word knowledge and gives them scope to create their 
own ‘descriptive’ sentences about characters and setting.  The story provides plenty of opportunities for children to write 
independently using the familiar story. 
Curriculum links: 

 Lit (R) – Enjoying an increasing range of books. 

 UW -  Links to topic on ‘Growing’ – growing seeds 

 EAD (BI) + C+L (Sp) - Contextual learning – enhancing role-play in home corner. Developing and extending vocabulary. 

 Lit (Wr) – Using phonic knowledge, write: information on seed packets for their own ‘magic bean’. 

 Lit (Wr) – Using phonic knowledge, write: Thank you letters to the giant. 
 
Book Title: The Very Hungry Caterpillar  
Author: Eric Carle 
How we read it: Share as a whole class text to introduce theme for the week.  
Why we read it: Cultural capital.  This familiar story book provides the narrative to learning about the lifecycle of a 
butterfly.  Its simple structure uses a familiar context and enables pupils to orally retell the story and innovate as to other 
foods the caterpillar, (or they), might eat. 
Curriculum links: 

 Lit (R) – Enjoying an increasing range of books. Knows information can be retrieved from books. 

 UW -  Links to topic on ‘Growing’ – lifecycles 

 Maths (SSM) – time: days of the week. Sequencing events. 

 EAD (BI) + C+L (Sp) - Contextual learning – enhancing role-play in home corner. Developing and extending vocabulary. 

 Lit (Wr) – Using phonic knowledge, write own version of the story: ‘On Monday I ate…’  Ind writing – menu for caterpillar restaurant.  
 
Book Title: Goldilocks and the 3 Bears 
Author: Traditional Tale  
How we read it: Share as a whole class text to introduce theme for the week. 
Why we read it: Cultural capital.  Oral retelling of this familiar fairy tale provides lots of opportunities for children to 
practise their own versions and develop the concept of sequence: beginning/middle/end.  It reinforces previous learning 
on time adverbials and story-language that is specific to fairy tales, (Once upon a time…) Pupils are able to identify the 
characteristics of the main characters and consider their differing feelings. 
Curriculum links:  

 Lit (R) – Enjoying an increasing range of books. 

 PSED (MFB) – talk about feelings, behaviour and consequences.  The importance of following rules. 

 Lit (Wr) – Using phonic knowledge, write: ‘Sorry letter to the 3 Bears’ and ‘Wanted posters for Goldilocks’ 



 EAD (BI) + C+L (Sp) – Role play – Extend vocabulary.  Use language to imagine and recreate roles. Puppet theatre. 
 
Book Title: Little Red Riding Hood 
Author: Traditional Tale 
How we read it: Share as a whole class text to introduce theme for the week. 
Why we read it: Cultural capital.  Oral retelling of this familiar fairy tale provides lots of opportunities for children to 
practise their own versions and develop the concept of sequence: beginning/middle/end.  It reinforces previous learning 
on time adverbials and story-language that is specific to fairy tales, (Once upon a time…) Pupils are able to identify the 
characteristics of the main characters and consider their differing feelings. Use of story maps to learn the story and 
perform aloud. 
Curriculum links: 

 Lit (R) – Enjoying an increasing range of books. 

 PSED (MFB) – talk about feelings, behaviour and consequences.  The importance of following rules. 

 Lit (Wr) – Using phonic knowledge, write simple retelling of the story.  Descriptions of the wolf. 

 EAD (BI) + C+L (Sp) – Role play – Extend vocabulary.  Use language to imagine and recreate roles. Puppet theatre. 

 C+L (Sp) – Developing own narratives and explanations. Performing oral retelling of the story. 
Book Title: Sharing a Shell 
Author: Julia Donaldson 
How we read it: Share as a whole class text to introduce theme for the week.  
Why we read it: This rhyming text from an author the children will be familiar with, introduces the new topic of ‘Water, 
Water.’  It looks at issues around friendship and behaviour. The rhyming element of the book allows pupils to anticipate 
the next word.  Pupils can use the repetitive structure of the story to innovate their own versions.  
Curriculum links:  

 Lit (R) – Enjoying an increasing range of books. 

 Lit (R) – Continue a rhyming string 

 C+L (U/Sp) – Listen to stories and discuss/explain events and ideas. 

 PSED (MR/MFB) – talk about feelings, behaviour and consequences.  Discuss need to be sensitive to others’ feelings. 

 Lit (Wr) – Using phonic knowledge, write simple sentences to retell parts of the story.   

Book Title: The Rainbow Fish  
Author: Marcus Pfister 
How we read it: Share as a whole class text to introduce theme for the week.  
Why we read it: This familiar and beautiful story lends itself to work on both PSED and Literacy.  The rich illustrations 
allow for opportunities to develop descriptions using varied adjectives.  The moral behind the story leads to learning about 
friendship and kindness. 
Curriculum links: 

 Lit (R) – Enjoying an increasing range of books. 

 C+L (U/Sp) – Listen to stories and discuss/explain events and ideas. 

 PSED (MR/MFB) – talk about feelings, behaviour and consequences.  Discuss need to be sensitive to others’ feelings. 



Lit (Wr) – Using phonic knowledge, write:  

- compliments about someone in the class 

- descriptions of the rainbow fish 

 UW (Tech) – use Word doc to write simple sentences to retell the story. 

Book Title: The Lighthouse Keeper’s Lunch 
Author: Ronda and David Armitage 
How we read it: Share as a whole class text to introduce theme for the week. 
Why we read it: The context of this story draws on familiar experiences and has a real-life setting linked to common 
experiences. It is full of rich and varied vocabulary which is used to describe many aspects in the text.  Children are able to 
use this to enhance their role-play and independent writing.  
Curriculum links: 

 Lit (R) – Enjoying an increasing range of books. 

 C+L (U/Sp) – Listen to stories and discuss/explain events and ideas. 

 EAD (BI) + C+L (Sp) – Role play – Extend vocabulary.  Use language to imagine and recreate roles. 

 UW + EAD (BI) – Starting point for exploring structures and pulleys, and investigating ways to use a range of materials to solve 

problems. 

1 Autumn Book Title: Handa’s Surprise  
Author: Eileen Browne 
How we read it: As a whole class text to provide the basis for a writing unit. 
Why we read it: Has a repetitive structure with a large amount of comprehension through the pictures. Able to 
provide real life experiences of fruit for description. 
Curriculum links: 

 develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding by: 

 listening to and discussing a wide range of poems, stories and non-fiction at a level beyond that at which they can read independently 

 discussing word meanings, linking new meanings to those already known 

 being encouraged to link what they read or hear read to their own experiences 

 understand both the books they can already read accurately and fluently and those they listen to by: 

 discussing the significance of the title and events 

 making inferences on the basis of what is being said and done 

 predicting what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far 

 drawing on what they already know or on background information and vocabulary provided by the teacher 

 participate in discussion about what is read to them, taking turns and listening to what others say 

 write sentences by: 

 saying out loud what they are going to write about 

 composing a sentence orally before writing it 



 Pupils should be taught to: 

 identify and name a variety of common animals including fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals 

 
Book Title: Peace at Last  
Author: Jill Murphy 
How we read it: As a whole class text to provide the basis for a writing unit. 
Why we read it: Use of repetitive language.  Chance to adapt a well-known story into their own narrative.  
Curriculum links:  

 develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding by: 

 being encouraged to link what they read or hear read to their own experiences 

 becoming very familiar with key stories, fairy stories and traditional tales, retelling them and considering their particular 
characteristics 

 discussing word meanings, linking new meanings to those already known 

 explain clearly their understanding of what is read to them. 

 write sentences by: 

 saying out loud what they are going to write about 

 sequencing sentences to form short narratives 

 re-reading what they have written to check that it makes sense 

 using a capital letter for names of people, places, the days of the week, and the personal pronoun ‘I’ 
 
 
Book Title: The Owl who was afraid of the Dark  
Author: Jill Tomlinson 
How we read it: As a class, normally a chapter or two a week. The story also inspires much of our writing that term. 
Why we read it: A longer, trickier book challenges the children’s comprehension and concentration. It also has many cross-
curricular links, such as our Gunpowder plot history topic, animal characteristics in science and Christmas traditions in R.E.  
Curriculum links: 

 develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding by: 

 being encouraged to link what they read or hear read to their own experiences 

 recognising and joining in with predictable phrases 

 discussing word meanings, linking new meanings to those already known 

 listening to and discussing a wide range of poems, stories and non-fiction at a level beyond that at which they can read 
independently 

 participate in discussion about what is read to them, taking turns and listening to what others say 

 explain clearly their understanding of what is read to them. 

 add prefixes and suffixes: 

 using the prefix un– 



 using –ing, –ed, –er and –est where no change is needed in the spelling of root words [for example, helping, helped, helper, eating, 
quicker, quickest] 

 events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally 
 
Book Title: The Gunpowder Plot (Beginning History) 
Author: Liz Gogerly 
How we read it: As a whole class, dipping in and out of it throughout our history topic  
Why we read it: Introduce the class to non-fiction books. Use it to link with our history topic.  
Curriculum links: 

 develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding by: 

 discussing word meanings, linking new meanings to those already known 

 listening to and discussing a wide range of poems, stories and non-fiction at a level beyond that at which they can read 

independently 

 understand both the books they can already read accurately and fluently and those they listen to by: 

 drawing on what they already know or on background information and vocabulary provided by the teacher 

 discussing the significance of the title and events 

 understand events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally 
 

1 Spring Book Title: Superworm 
Author: Julia Donaldson  
How we read it: As a class story, but also as a key writing topic book  
Why we read it: It introduces the class to some of the key elements of Julia Donaldson, her descriptions of characters and 
the use of rhyme throughout.  
Curriculum links: 

 develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding by: 

 discussing word meanings, linking new meanings to those already known 

 recognising and joining in with predictable phrases 

 learning to appreciate rhymes and poems, and to recite some by heart 

 understand both the books they can already read accurately and fluently and those they listen to by: 

 discussing the significance of the title and events 

 making inferences on the basis of what is being said and done 

 predicting what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far 
 
Book Title: Jack and the Flumflum Tree  
Author: Julia Donaldson 
How we read it: As a class story 
Why we read it: Helps us compare and contrast different Julia Donaldson stories. More repeated rhymes. Links with 
Science materials project.  



Curriculum links: 

 understand both the books they can already read accurately and fluently and those they listen to by: 

 discussing word meanings, linking new meanings to those already known 

 recognising and joining in with predictable phrases 

 learning to appreciate rhymes and poems, and to recite some by heart 

 understand both the books they can already read accurately and fluently and those they listen to by: 

 discussing the significance of the title and events 

 making inferences on the basis of what is being said and done 

 predicting what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far 

 distinguish between an object and the material from which it is made 

 describe the simple physical properties of a variety of everyday materials 
 
 
Book Title: The Lighthouse Keeper’s lunch 
Author: Ronda and David Armitage 
How we read it: As a class book and to inspire our writing topic.  
Why we read it: Links in with our History topic of Grace Darling, has a repeated structure that helps revise days of the 
week and inspires both creative and instructional writing.  
Curriculum links: 

 develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding by: 

 discussing word meanings, linking new meanings to those already known 

 recognising and joining in with predictable phrases 

 being encouraged to link what they read or hear read to their own experiences 

 Spell the days of the week 
 
 
Book Title: Gracie the Lighthouse Cat 
Author: Ruth Brown 
How we read it: To the class as part of our history topic 
Why we read it: Cleverly tells the story of Grace Darling (history topic link) through the parallel adventure of her cat.  
Curriculum links: 

 develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding by: 

 discussing word meanings, linking new meanings to those already known 

 listening to and discussing a wide range of poems, stories and non-fiction at a level beyond that at which they can read 

independently 

 understand both the books they can already read accurately and fluently and those they listen to by: 

 drawing on what they already know or on background information and vocabulary provided by the teacher 

 making inferences on the basis of what is being said and done 



 understand the lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international achievements. 
 
 
 

1 Summer Book Title: Jack and the Jelly Bean Stalk  
Author: Rachael Mortimer 
How we read it: As a class book, but also referring to it as an adaptive text.  
Why we read it: This shows how popular fairy tales can be adapted in different ways, linking in with our Jack and the 
Beanstalk topic that, in turn, links in with our Science plant topic.  
Curriculum links: 

 develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding by: 

 listening to and discussing a wide range of poems, stories and non-fiction at a level beyond that at which they can read independently 

 discussing word meanings, linking new meanings to those already known 

 becoming very familiar with key stories, fairy stories and traditional tales, retelling them and considering their particular 
characteristics 

 understand both the books they can already read accurately and fluently and those they listen to by: 

 discussing the significance of the title and events 

 making inferences on the basis of what is being said and done 

 predicting what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far 

 drawing on what they already know or on background information and vocabulary provided by the teacher 

 participate in discussion about what is read to them, taking turns and listening to what others say 

 
 
Book Title: Jim and the Beanstalk 
Author: Raymond Briggs 
How we read it: As a class book, but also referring to it as an adaptive text.  
Why we read it: This shows how popular fairy tales can be adapted in different ways, linking in with our Jack and the 
Beanstalk topic that, in turn, links in with our Science plant topic.  
Curriculum links: 

 develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding by: 

 listening to and discussing a wide range of poems, stories and non-fiction at a level beyond that at which they can read independently 

 discussing word meanings, linking new meanings to those already known 

 becoming very familiar with key stories, fairy stories and traditional tales, retelling them and considering their particular 
characteristics 

 understand both the books they can already read accurately and fluently and those they listen to by: 

 discussing the significance of the title and events 

 making inferences on the basis of what is being said and done 



 predicting what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far 

 drawing on what they already know or on background information and vocabulary provided by the teacher 

 participate in discussion about what is read to them, taking turns and listening to what others say 

Book Title: Tinga Tinga Tales – Why the elephant has a trunk 
Author: Tiger Aspect 
How we read it: As a class and a writing stimulus 
Why we read it: Looking at stories from different cultures, and meanings of stories.  
Curriculum links: 

 develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding by: 

 listening to and discussing a wide range of poems, stories and non-fiction at a level beyond that at which they 
can read independently 

 discussing word meanings, linking new meanings to those already known 

 understand both the books they can already read accurately and fluently and those they listen to by: 

 discussing the significance of the title and events 

 making inferences on the basis of what is being said and done 

 predicting what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far 

 participate in discussion about what is read to them, taking turns and listening to what others say 

 

 

Book Title: Aesop’s fables 
Author: Aesop 
How we read it: As a class and a writing stimulus 
Why we read it: Looking at stories from different cultures, and meanings of stories.  
Curriculum links: 

 develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding by: 

 listening to and discussing a wide range of poems, stories and non-fiction at a level beyond that at which they can read independently 

 discussing word meanings, linking new meanings to those already known 

 understand both the books they can already read accurately and fluently and those they listen to by: 

 discussing the significance of the title and events 

 making inferences on the basis of what is being said and done 

 predicting what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far 

 participate in discussion about what is read to them, taking turns and listening to what others say 

 

 



2 Autumn Book Title: Stuck  
Author: Oliver Jeffers 
How we read it: As a basis for writing unit - fiction 
Why we read it: Links to grammar and punctuation - i.e. nouns (each ‘thing’ the boy throws in the tree is a noun) and commas in 
list (each noun is an item in the list). Models how to sequence ideas in a narrative, which in turn helps the children to write their 
own ‘Stuck’ stories. 
 
Curriculum links:·          

● Read aloud books closely matched to their improving phonic knowledge, sounding out unfamiliar words accurately, automatically and 
without undue hesitation. 

● Re-read these books to build up their fluency and confidence in word reading.  
●  Listening to, discussing and expressing views about a wide range of contemporary and classic poetry, stories and non-fiction at a 

level beyond that at which they can read independently. 
●  Discussing the sequence of events in books and how items of information are related. 
●  Becoming increasingly familiar with and retelling a wider range of stories, fairy stories and traditional tales. 
●  Writing narratives about personal experiences and those of others (real and fictional). 
●  Learning how to use both familiar and new punctuation correctly (see English Appendix 2), including full stops, capital letters, 

exclamation marks, question marks, commas for lists and apostrophes for contracted forms and the possessive (singular). 
●  Use and understand the grammatical terminology in English Appendix 2 in discussing their writing. 

 
 

 
Book Title: How to Wash a Woolly Mammoth (ebook) 

Author: Michelle Robinson and Kate Hindley 
How we read it: As a basis of writing unit - non-fiction 

Why we read it: features of an instruction text, including: imperative verbs, lists, numbering, headings, sub-
headings, sections, pictures, captions. 
Curriculum links:  

● Read aloud books closely matched to their improving phonic knowledge, sounding out unfamiliar words 
accurately, automatically and without undue hesitation. 

● Re-read these books to build up their fluency and confidence in word reading.  
●  Listening to, discussing and expressing views about a wide range of contemporary and classic poetry, 

stories and non-fiction at a level beyond that at which they can read independently . 
●  Discussing the sequence of events in books and how items of information are related. 
● Read aloud books closely matched to their improving phonic knowledge, sounding out unfamiliar words accurately, automatically and 

without undue hesitation. 
● Discussing and clarifying the meanings of words, linking new meanings to known vocabulary  discussing their favourite. 
● Develop positive attitudes towards and stamina for writing by: writing for different purposes. 
● Read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the meaning clear. 
● Learn how to use:  sentences with different forms: statement, question, exclamation, command 



● Learn how to use: the present and past tenses correctly and consistently including the progressive form. 
 
 
 
 

2 Spring Book Title: Katie Morag and the Two Grandmothers (among other Katie Morag stories) 
Author: Mairi Hedderwick 
How we read it: As a basis of writing unit - fiction; as an introduction to geography topic ‘Island Life’. 
Why we read it: Writing narratives; fits well into a story mountain, which the children can then use to create 
their own. Develops vocabulary and teaches dialect. Uses conjunctions, adjectives and adverbs (modelled for 
children). Teaches children about the difference of island life to mainland life - cross curricular links to geography. 
Curriculum links:  

● Read aloud books closely matched to their improving phonic knowledge, sounding out unfamiliar words 
accurately, automatically and without undue hesitation. 

● Re-read these books to build up their fluency and confidence in word reading.  
●  Listening to, discussing and expressing views about a wide range of contemporary and classic poetry, stories and non-fiction at a 

level beyond that at which they can read independently . 
●  Discussing the sequence of events in books and how items of information are related. 
●  Becoming increasingly familiar with and retelling a wider range of stories, fairy stories and traditional tales. 
●  Writing narratives about personal experiences and those of others (real and fictional). 
●  Use and understand the grammatical terminology in English Appendix 2 in discussing their writing. 
● Discussing their favourite words and phrases. 
● Understand both the books that they can already read accurately and fluently and those that they listen to by:  drawing on what they 

already know or on background information and vocabulary provided by the teacher 
● ·Understand both the books that they can already read accurately and fluently and those that they listen to by: predicting what might 

happen on the basis of what has been read so far. 
● Consider what they are going to write before beginning by:  planning or saying out loud what they are going to write about 
● Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, 

river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather (geography). 
● Use basic knowledge to refer to key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop 

(geography). 
 



2 Summer Book Title: The Great Kapok Tree 
Author: Lynne Cherry 
How we read it: As a basis for writing unit - fiction 
Why we read it: Sequences ideas in a narrative; developing a wide range of vocabulary; writing for effect; 
develops writing for stamina; using dialogue in writing; deepens the children’s knowledge and understanding of 
rainforest life, in particular deforestation; deepens the children’s knowledge and understanding of habitats. 
Curriculum links: 

● Read aloud books closely matched to their improving phonic knowledge, sounding out unfamiliar words 
accurately, automatically and without undue hesitation. 

● Re-read these books to build up their fluency and confidence in word reading.  
●  Listening to, discussing and expressing views about a wide range of contemporary and classic poetry, 

stories and non-fiction at a level beyond that at which they can read independently . 
●  Discussing the sequence of events in books and how items of information are related. 
●  Becoming increasingly familiar with and retelling a wider range of stories, fairy stories and traditional tales. 
●  Writing narratives about personal experiences and those of others (real and fictional). 
●  Use and understand the grammatical terminology in English Appendix 2 in discussing their writing. 
● Discussing their favourite words and phrases. 
● Understand both the books that they can already read accurately and fluently and those that they listen to by:  drawing on what they 

already know or on background information and vocabulary provided by the teacher 
● ·Understand both the books that they can already read accurately and fluently and those that they listen to by: predicting what might 

happen on the basis of what has been read so far. 
● Consider what they are going to write before beginning by:  writing down ideas and/or key words, including new vocabulary 
● Understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the 

United Kingdom, and of a small area in a contrasting non-European country (geography). 
● Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:  key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, 

river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather (geography). 
● Identify that most living things live in habitats to which they are suited and describe how different habitats provide for the basic 

needs of different kinds of animals and plants, and how they depend on each other (science). 
●  Identify and name a variety of plants and animals in their habitats, including microhabitats (science). 

 
 



Book Title: Dave Pigeon (series) 
Author: Swampna Haddow 

How we read it: As a class read at the end of the day. 
Why we read it: To promote children’s enjoyment of reading and listening to stories (some children go out and buy 
these books to read themselves - including reluctant readers), to discuss new vocabulary. 
Curriculum links: 

● Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding by: discussing the sequence of 
events in books and how items of information are related. 

● Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding by: becoming increasingly 
familiar with and retelling a wider range of stories, fairy stories and traditional tales. 

● Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding by: recognising simple recurring 
literary language in stories and poetry. 

● Understand both the books that they can already read accurately and fluently and those that they listen to by: drawing on what they 
already know or on background information and vocabulary provided by the teacher. 

● Understand both the books that they can already read accurately and fluently and those that they listen to by: making inferences on 
the basis of what is being said and done. 

● Understand both the books that they can already read accurately and fluently and those that they listen to by: answering and asking 
questions. 

 
Book Title: The Secret of Black Rock  
Author: Joe Todd Stanton 
How we read it: To support fiction writing, and linked with geography topic ‘Island Life’ 
Why we read it: Writing exciting narratives, in the theme of adventure stories. Looking at sentence starters, 
adjectives, noun phrases and adverbs. Promoting vocabulary. Thinking about the audience – creating tension by 
using an effective beginning, middle and end. 
Curriculum links:  
1. Re-read these books to build up their fluency and confidence in word reading.  
2.  Listening to, discussing and expressing views about a wide range of contemporary and classic poetry, 

stories and non-fiction at a level beyond that at which they can read independently . 
3.  Discussing the sequence of events in books and how items of information are related. 
4.  Becoming increasingly familiar with and retelling a wider range of stories, fairy stories and traditional tales. 
5.  Writing narratives about personal experiences and those of others (real and fictional). 
6.  Use and understand the grammatical terminology in English Appendix 2 in discussing their writing. 
7. Discussing their favourite words and phrases. 
8. Understand both the books that they can already read accurately and fluently and those that they listen to by:  drawing on what they 

already know or on background information and vocabulary provided by the teacher 
9. ·Understand both the books that they can already read accurately and fluently and those that they listen to by: predicting what might 

happen on the basis of what has been read so far. 
10. Consider what they are going to write before beginning by:  planning or saying out loud what they are going to write about 
 



3 Autumn Book Title: The Beasties  
Author: Jenny Nimmo & Gwen Millward 
How we read it: One copy between two. Children read aloud sections of the text individually, in groups and as a whole 

class. 
Why we read it: To support children’s writing and create  simple narratives based on the structure of the text. 
Curriculum links:  

● develop positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what they read 

● listen to and discuss a wide range of fiction 

● read books that are structured in different ways and read for a range of purposes  

● use dictionaries to check the meaning of words that they have read  

● increase their familiarity with a wide range of books, including fairy stories, myths and legends, and retelling some of these orally 

● identify themes and conventions in a wide range of books 

● participate in discussion about books 

● read aloud books closely matched to their improving phonic knowledge, sounding out unfamiliar words accurately, automatically and 

without undue hesitation 

● discuss their favourite words and phrases 

● discuss and clarify the meanings of words, linking new meanings to known vocabulary 

 
 
 
 
Book Title: The Bolds (any title  from series)  
Author: Julian Clary 
How we read it: It is read by the teacher to the class, 10 minute intervals a few times a week. It is funny and entertaining 

and children will often go and buy other books in The Bolds series to continue their enjoyment of reading at home. 
Why we read it: For a shared enjoyment of reading. 
Curriculum links: 

● develop positive attitudes to reading  

● discuss their favourite words and phrases 

● discuss and clarify the meanings of words, linking new meanings to known vocabulary 

● participate in discussion about books 

● discussing the sequence of events in books and how items of information are related 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Book Title: The Stone Age                                                                                                                                                            
Author: Curriculum Visions 
How we read it: One book between two, sections of the non-fiction text are shared during history lessons throughout 

the autumn term. Children read aloud sections of the text individually, in groups and as a whole class. 
Why we read it: The non-fiction text supports children’s knowledge and understanding of the history topic of The Stone 

Age. It is clearly structured, illustrating all the organisational features of a non-fiction text that children can use to 
model their own writing on. 

 
Curriculum links: 

● For children to be introduced to non-fiction books that are structured in different ways 

● discuss and clarify the meanings of words, linking new meanings to known vocabulary 

● read aloud books closely matched to their improving phonic knowledge, sounding out unfamiliar words accurately, automatically and 

without undue hesitation 

● read books that are structured in different ways and read for a range of purposes  

● history 

 



3 Spring Book Title: Winter’s Child  
Author: Angela McAllister 
How we read it: One copy between two. Children read aloud sections of the text individually, in groups and as a whole 

class. 
Why we read it: To support children’s writing and create simple narratives based on the structure of the text including 
story writing, play-scripts, letter writing and newspaper reports. 
 
Curriculum links:  

● develop positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what they read 

● listen to and discuss a wide range of fiction 

● read books that are structured in different ways and read for a range of purposes  

● use dictionaries to check the meaning of words that they have read  

● increase their familiarity with a wide range of books, including fairy stories, myths and legends, and retelling some of these orally 

● identify themes and conventions in a wide range of books 

● participate in discussion about books 

● read aloud books closely matched to their improving phonic knowledge, sounding out unfamiliar words accurately, automatically and 

without undue hesitation 

● discuss their favourite words and phrases 

● discuss and clarify the meanings of words, linking new meanings to known vocabulary 

 
 
 
 
Book Title: Play Time: Plays for all ages  
Author: Julia Donaldson 
How we read it: Some plays are read as a whole class where children read out parts individually or in groups. Children then 

work in groups of four, each taking on a part to read out their chosen play,  incorporating drama, sound effects, stage 
direction and props to produce their own plays. 

Why we read it: For children to fully participate and work collaboratively with others to perform and enjoy different plays 
showing awareness of character and audience. To use the structure of the written texts to support children’s own writing of 
playscripts.  
Curriculum links: 

● develop positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what they read 

● read books that are structured in different ways and read for a range of purposes  

● discuss and clarify the meanings of words, linking new meanings to known vocabulary 

● to show awareness of the audience when reading aloud 

● speaking, listening and drama 



 
 
 
 
 
Book Title:  The Vikings  
Author: Curriculum Visions 
How we read it: One book between two, sections of the non-fiction text are shared during history lessons throughout the 

spring term. Children read aloud sections of the text individually, in groups and as a whole class. 
Why we read it: The non-fiction text supports children’s knowledge and understanding of the topic of The Vikings. It is 

clearly structured, illustrating all the organisational features of a non-fiction text that children can use to model their own 
writing on. 

Curriculum links: 
● For children to be introduced to non-fiction books that are structured in different ways 

● discuss and clarify the meanings of words, linking new meanings to known vocabulary 

● read aloud books closely matched to their improving phonic knowledge, sounding out unfamiliar words accurately, automatically and 

without undue hesitation 

● read books that are structured in different ways and read for a range of purposes 

● history 

 
 
 
 
 
Book Title: Stone Girl Bone Girl: The story of Mary Anning of Lyme Regis  
Author: Laurence Anholt 
How we read it:  As a class text. The teacher reads it to the class. 
Why we read it:  To support our science work on fossils and link it to a local historical figure. It is based on fact and 
demonstrates the importance and development of science as well as touching on issues of equality. 
Curriculum links: 

● a local historical figure from the UNESCO World Heritage Site – The Jurassic Coast 

● identify themes and conventions in a wide range of books 

● participate in discussion about books 

● discuss and clarify the meanings of words, linking new meanings to known vocabulary 

● identify the importance of historical documented evidence and the impact that has on today’s society 

 



3 Summer Book Title: Firebird  
Author: Saviour Pirotta 
How we read it: One copy between two. Children read aloud sections of the text individually, in groups and as a whole 

class. 
Why we read it: To support children’s writing and create simple narratives based on the structure of the text including story 
writing, drama, playscripts, letter writing and newspaper reports. 
Curriculum links:  

● develop positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what they read 

● listen to and discuss a wide range of fiction 

● read books that are structured in different ways and read for a range of purposes  

● use dictionaries to check the meaning of words that they have read  

● increase their familiarity with a wide range of books, including fairy stories, myths and legends, and retelling some of these orally 

● identify themes and conventions in a wide range of books 

● participate in discussion about books 

● read aloud books closely matched to their improving phonic knowledge, sounding out unfamiliar words accurately, automatically and 

without undue hesitation 

● discuss their favourite words and phrases 

● discuss and clarify the meanings of words, linking new meanings to known vocabulary 

 
 
 
Book Title:  The Ancient Egyptians  
Author: Curriculum Visions 
How we read it: One book between two, sections of the non-fiction text are shared during history lessons throughout the 

summer term. Children read aloud sections of the text individually, in groups and as a whole class. 
Why we read it: The non-fiction text supports children’s knowledge and understanding of the topic of The Ancient 

Egyptians. It is clearly structured, illustrating all the organisational features of a non-fiction text that children can use to 
model their own writing on. 

Curriculum links: 
● For children to be introduced to non-fiction books that are structured in different ways 

● discuss and clarify the meanings of words, linking new meanings to known vocabulary 

● read aloud books closely matched to their improving phonic knowledge, sounding out unfamiliar words accurately, automatically and 

without undue hesitation 

● read books that are structured in different ways and read for a range of purposes  

● history 

 



4 Autumn Book Title: Jack and the Dreamsack  
Author: –Lawrence Anholt 
How we read it: As a basis for a writing unit – narrative prose, fiction 
Why we read it: This book links to our theme of ‘Dreams’ for the term. It features repeated examples of direct speech 
and, while a fairly basic text language-wise, offers plenty of scope for imagination while following a clear structure. The 
basic language tier one language is easily modelled for improvement. 
Curriculum links: 
● reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of purposes 

● identifying themes and conventions in a wide range of books 

● drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence 

● identifying how language, structure, and presentation contribute to meaning 

● PSHE – valuing friends and family – relationship education 

4 Autumn Book Title: The Iron Man  
Author: –Ted Hughes  
How we read it: As a class read for 5 minutes at the end of the school day, with cliff-hangers built in as we run out of 
time! 
Why we read it: Cultural Capital – Ted Hughes is a British Poet Laureate and the opening of the text grabs the reader and 
is masterful storytelling. The simple 5-part structure is accessible to year 4 pupils. 
Curriculum links: 
● reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of purposes 

● identifying themes and conventions in a wide range of books 

● drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence 

● identifying how language, structure, and presentation contribute to meaning 

● discussing words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination 

4 Spring Book Title: Grimm Tales  
Author: Philip Pullman 
How we read it: As a class read for 5 minutes at the end of the school day, with cliff-hangers built in as we run out of 
time! 
Why we read it: This book is read as a daily read in class. This book builds great ‘cultural capital’ and while some are 
familiar, many of the stories which are most engaging are new to the majority of pupils. Grimm Tales are ‘culturally 
important, and are part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it.’ Pupils notice common themes in the texts 
and make links between different stories, comparing and contrasting. Lots of old tier 2/3 language enriches pupils’ 
vocabulary. 
Curriculum links: 
● identifying themes and conventions in a wide range of books 

● increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including fairy stories, myths and legends, and retelling some of these orally 

● drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence 



● discussing words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination 

4 Spring Book Title: Escape from Pompeii  
Author: Christina Balit 
How we read it: As a basis for a writing unit – play script 
Why we read it: This text places slap-band into normal family life in ancient Rome and is an accessible way in for 

pupils. The exciting events and family characters make play script writing an inspiring outcome as pupils will have 
the opportunity to act this out. 

Curriculum links: 
● drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying 

inferences with evidence 

● preparing poems and play scripts to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding through intonation, tone, volume and action  

● History – The Romans 

4 Summer Book Title: Zoo  
Author: Anthony Browne 
How we read it: As a basis for two writing units – discussion (balanced argument) and narrative (focus on characterisation 

and direct speech) 
Why we read it: This text perfectly highlights the different issues surrounding theme of zoos and human interaction with and 

treatment of the natural world. Pupils are engaged by the strong characters and rich illustrations, which inspire high-quality 
writing and children’s own illustrations for their section. Simple examples of direct speech reinforce conventions. This book 
also leads to pupils having a ‘way in’ to writing about the ‘positive and negatives’ of zoos. 

Curriculum links: 
● drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence 

● discussing words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination 

● identifying themes and conventions in a wide range of books  

● Science – interdependence and adaptation, food chains/webs/ habitats 

● PSHE – moral dilemmas regarding treatment of the natural world 

5 Autumn Book Title: The Diary of a killer Cat 
Author: Anne Fine 
How we read it: This book has been used as reading for pleasure.  
Why we read it: This text was used to get the children engaged in reading at the start of the year. The humorous text is 
written as a diary entry but with a twist – it’s from the cat’s point of view.  The text highlights how to write successfully in 
first person whilst still engaging the reader.  
Curriculum links: 
1. drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying 

inferences with evidence 
2. participate in discussions 
3. reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of purposes 

 



4. continuing to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of fiction 
5. making comparisons within and across books 
6. checking that the book makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and exploring the meaning of words in context 
7. asking questions to improve their understanding 

Book Title: The Usborne Book of Greek Myths 
Author: Anon 
How we read it: This book has been used for our cross curricular English work.   
Why we read it: To encourage children to read mythical tales from Greece. The text perfectly highlights and supports our 
cross curricular approach to teaching English and supports the children’s knowledge of ancient Greece. The strong  
characters and short stories make it a great supporting material. The text reinforces many different types of punctuation 
which will be taught in year 5, such as parenthesis and speech.  
Curriculum links: 
8. drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with 

evidence 
9. use relevant strategies to build vocabulary 
10. participate in discussions 
11. discussing words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest 
12. reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of purposes 
13. continuing to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of fiction 
14. increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including fiction from our literary heritage, and books from other cultures and 

traditions 
15. making comparisons within and across books 
16. checking that the book makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and exploring the meaning of words in context 
17. asking questions to improve their understanding 
18. drawing inferences such as inferring characters' feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with 

evidence 
19. predicting what might happen from details stated and implied 
20. history – identify the beliefs of people living in societies in the past 
21. history – show factual knowledge and understanding of aspects of history in the wider world  

Book Title: The Ancient Greeks 
Author: Curriculum Visions  
How we read it: We use snippets of this book as a reference text to support out non-fiction report writing on ancient Greece.  
Why we read it: The non-fiction text supports children’s knowledge and understanding of the topic of The Ancient Greeks.                                      
It is clearly structured, illustrating all the organisational features of a non-fiction text that children can use to model their                                             
own writing on. 
Curriculum links: 
22. ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge 

 

https://www.curriculumvisions.com/historyBookGallery/ancientGreeks/ancientGreeksIndex.html


23. continue to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of non-fiction textbooks 
24. reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of purposes 
25. retrieve, record and present information from non-fiction 
26. history - use of sources 
 

5 Spring Book Title: The Demon Headmaster 
Author: Gillian Cross 
How we read it: As a basis for a writing unit – narrative prose, fiction, play scripts 
Why we read it: This is a book which involves fostering (link PSHE), and in addition is adapted as a play. The characterisation                            
and storyline are very interesting to study, as dialogue is modern and the subject of ‘arguing’ is involved. This enables the                                       
children to use it as a model for mature writing on the subject. Adaptation of language from story to play script can be                                    
rehearsed.  
 
Curriculum links: 
27. continue to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of fiction 
28. reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of purposes 
29. increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including modern fiction and play scripts 
30. identifying and discussing themes and conventions in and across a wide range of writing 
31. making comparisons within and across books 
32. checking that the book makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and exploring the meaning of words in context 
33. asking questions to improve their understanding 
34. drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with 

evidence 
35. predicting what might happen from details stated and implied 
36. identifying how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning 
37. discuss and evaluate how authors use language, including figurative language, considering the impact on the reader 

 

5 Summer Book Title: Rich and Poor in Tudor Times 
Author: Curriculum Visions 
How we read it: One book between two, sections of the non-fiction text are shared during history lessons throughout                                                 

the summer term. Children read aloud sections of the text individually, in groups and as a whole class. 
Why we read it: The non-fiction text supports children’s knowledge and understanding of the topic of The Tudors and                                        
Henry V111. It is clearly structured, illustrating all the organisational features of a non-fiction text that children can use                                      
to model their own writing on. 
 
Curriculum links: 
38. ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge 
39. continue to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of non-fiction textbooks 
40. reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of purposes 



41. summarising the main ideas drawn from more than 1 paragraph, identifying key details that support the main ideas 
42. retrieve, record and present information from non-fiction 
43. explain and discuss their understanding of what they have read, maintaining a focus on the topic and using notes where necessary 
44. history – use of sources 
 
Book Title: Little Red Riding Hood- 3 versions and other fairy stories brought in by class 
Author: Perrault’s Version 1729; Grimm Brothers Version 1812; Modern Version  
How we read it: As a basis for a writing unit – narrative prose, fiction 
Why we read it: These link to the ability to be able to read a story and to commit it to memory. The children then                                                  
use that learnt version to adapt the story. They learn the differences between an oral and written version and those                                         
from different times and cultures. Vocabulary and dialogue vary over time and culture. 
 
Curriculum links: 
45. continue to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of fiction 
46. reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of purposes 
47. increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including  fiction from our literary heritage, and books from other cultures and 

traditions 
48. identifying and discussing themes and conventions in and across a wide range of writing 
49. making comparisons within and across books 
50. checking that books make sense to them, discussing their understanding and exploring the meaning of words in context 
51. asking questions to improve their understanding 
52.  drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying with evidence 
53. predicting  what might happen from details stated and implied 
54. identifying how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning 
55. discuss and evaluate how authors use language, including figurative language, considering the impact on the reader 

 

6 Autumn Book Title: Street Child                                                                                                                                                                                         
Author: Berlie Doherty  
How we read it: Every child has access to a copy and we use it as part of our English lessons as well as our class reader for 

the term. 
Why we read it: Our history topic is Victorians so this story, which is based on a true story, provides a detailed insight of 
the life some children had during the Victorian period. It provides an ideal source of information for the children to support 
their history learning.  
Curriculum links:  
1. continuing to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of fiction 
2. summarising the main ideas drawn from more than 1 paragraph, identifying key details that support the main ideas 
3. considering how authors have developed characters and settings 
4. drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with 

evidence 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=red+riding+hood+grimm's+version+cover&id=820031CD86E67FF2D358EBCE226AE058ABB3D433&FORM=IQFRBA


 
 
Book Title:  A Christmas Carol 
Author: Charles Dickens 
How we read it: We present extracts from the book to the children. We also watch various versions of the story so that the children develop 

a full understanding of the actual story. 
Why we read it: Our history topic is Victorians. Children write in response to the text, use language from the text and ultimately write their 
own story based on the characters/plot/structure/themes of the text. 
Curriculum links: 
5. continuing to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of fiction 
6. summarising the main ideas drawn from more than 1 paragraph, identifying key details that support the main ideas 
7. describing settings, characters and atmosphere and integrating dialogue to convey character and advance the action 
8. considering how authors have developed characters and settings 
 
 
Book Title:  Charles Dickens: Scenes from an extraordinary life  
Author: Mick Manning 
How we read it: Currently we only have one copy of this text so we use the visualiser for the children to access it.  
Why we read it: Our history topic is Victorians. We study key Victorian figures including Charles Dickens. This text 
enhances our understanding of the author of A Christmas Carol and social issues relevant during the Victorian period. 
Curriculum links: 
9. continuing to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of fiction 
10. identifying how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning 
11. retrieve, record and present information from non-fiction 
12. using further organisational and presentational devices to structure text and to guide the reader 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6 Spring Book Title:  Wonder  
Author: R J Palacio 
How we read it: Whole Class reader 
Why we read it: Along with kindness, the story touches on other themes:  anti-bullying and having compassion, acceptance, 
 and empathy for others. These themes are of extreme importance to year 6 at this time. We are about to go to PGL and then after 
the Easter holidays we start preparing for secondary school. Challenging structure for a more mature reader – changes narrator.  
Links to Voices in the Park as same event from different points of view. Another example is ‘Black and White’ – David Macaulay. Doug Lemov 
Curriculum links:  



13. PSHE 
 
 
Book Title: The Lost Words 
Author: Robert Macfarlane and Jackie Morris  
How we read it: Using the visualiser as part of English lessons 
Why we read it: Our science topics cover classification and evolution and inheritance.  
Curriculum links:  
14. further refine vocabulary choices and ways of combining words, paying attention to the development of sound effects, e.g. 

assonance, rhyme, rhythm, to add nuances of meaning 
15. explain how choice of poetic structure intentionally contributes to meaning and emphasises a particular effect 

16. select words carefully and think about how these are put together to create strong and interesting images to help the 
reader picture the object and begin to get a feeling about it. 

17. Identifying how language and structure and presentation contribute to meaning 

18. Science: classification of animals 

19. Science: adaptation of animals to habitat 

20. PSHE: noticing the world around them 

 
Book Title: The Highwayman 
Author: Alfred Noyes  
How we read it: In English lessons using the visualiser 
Why we read it: To understand narrative techniques used to engage the reader. 
Curriculum links: 

 To understand the narrative techniques used to engage the reader. 

 To write from a character’s point of view. 

 Newspaper reports 

6 Summer Book Title: A Midsummer Night’s Dream / Mr William Shakespeare’s Plays 
Author: William Shakespeare/ Marcia Williams 
How we read it: In English lessons 
Why we read it: Introduction to Shakespeare and language used  
Curriculum links:  

 Drama 

 Vocabulary choices 

 Rhythm and rhyming couplets 

 Performance 
 
 
 
 



Book Title: Kensukes Kingdom 
Author: Michael Morpurgo 
How we read it: In English lessons/Class Reader 
Why we read it: Write own extended story 
Curriculum links: 

 Vocabulary choices – particularly to describe characters and settings 

 Cohesion between paragraphs 
 

  

Assemblies 
Autumn 

Book Title: Simon Sock 
Author: Sue Hendra, Paul Linnet 
How we read it: Linked to respect – respecting difference. One-off assembly 
Why we read it: To appreciate that it is good to be different. That a friend is someone who enjoys spending time with you, 
not someone who looks like you. 
Curriculum links: PSHE, SMSC, Art (different patterns) 
 
 
 
Book Title: Willy The Wimp 
Author: Anthony Browne 
How we read it: Linked to resilience – doing something about a problem, building resilience by building your self-esteem. 

One-off assembly. 
Why we read it: To recognise that to get better at something, and be more resilient to a set-back, we have to tackle the 
problem and increase our skills/knowledge 
Curriculum links: PSHE, SMSC 
 
Book Title: Zog 
Author: Julia Donaldson, Axel Scheffler 
How we read it: Linked to independence – characters learn new skills, subvert expectations. One-off assembly 
Why we read it: To remind children to practice what the teacher shows them. Getting better won’t happen without 
practice. You don’t have to do exactly what others expect of you. 
Curriculum links: PSHE, SMSC, English (Author study)  
 



 
Book Title: Nutti the Squirrel Who Couldn’t Eat Nuts 
Author: Caroline Brown 
How we read it: Whole-School assembly - Safeguarding 
Why we read it: To remind children why we have a ban on certain foods in school due to pupil allergies. Values children 
who have an allergy and explains why we make a sacrifice on their behalf. Accessible and amusing example. 
Curriculum links: PSHE, SMSC, English, Science 
 
 
 
 
Book Title: The Book of Hopes  
Author: Various 
How we read it:  Online as a whole-school assembly on return from lockdown 
Why we read it: To focus on looking forward – The Hope-o-potamus 
Curriculum links: PSHE 
 
Book Title: Piggybook  
Author: Anthony Browne 
How we read it:  Online assembly 
Why we read it: Respect for Family  
Curriculum links: PSHE, English 
 
 

Assemblies 
Spring 

Book Title: Silly Billy 
Author: Anthony Browne  
How we read it: Online assembly on return to school 
Why we read it: Deals with anxiety, sharing a worry helps us feel better, 
Curriculum links: PSHE 
 
 
Book Title: Monkey Puzzle  
Author: Julia Donaldson 
How we read it:  Online assembly 
Why we read it: Links to problem solving – think how others see the problem. Help each other and listen. Ask questions. 
Curriculum links: PSHE, English 
 
 
 
 



 
Book Title: Stuck 
Author: Oliver Jeffers  
How we read it: Online Assembly 
Why we read it: An unusual approach to problem solving can sometimes work. Sometimes it’s not giving up that gets a 
problem solved! 
Curriculum links: English, maths (problem solving) 
 
Book Title: Walter’s Wonderful Web 
Author: Tip Hopgood 
How we read it: Online Assembly 
Why we read it: Perseverance, and learning about 2d shapes and their properties! 
Curriculum links: English, maths (problem solving and 2d shape) 
 
 

Assemblies 
Summer 

Book Title: The Smeds and The Smoos  
Author: Julia Donaldson  
How we read it: Online Assembly 
Why we read it:  Respecting difference – British Values, anti-racism, cooperation 
Curriculum links: English (a modern-day interpretation of Romeo and Juliet!), RSE, PSHE 
 

E-Safety Book Title: Chicken Clicking  
Author: Jeanne Willis  
How we read it: Online Assembly 
Why we read it:  E-Safety, protecting personal information, people are not always who they appear to be online 
Curriculum links:  Computing, PSHE 
  
 



Added 
 
Autumn 2021 
 
Friendship 

Book Title: Say Hello!  
Author: Rachel Isadora  
How we read it: Online Assembly 
Why we read it:  Respecting difference – British Values, Languages, World ‘Hello’ Day 
Curriculum links: English, RSE, PSHE, Languages 
 

Added 
 
Autumn 2021 
 
Friendship 

Book Title: Don’t Touch My Hair!  
Author: Sharee Miller  
How we read it: Online Assembly 
Why we read it:  Respecting difference – British Values (mutual respect, diversity in character/appearance); Autism-
friendly approach – sensory input; Safeguarding – respecting others’ personal space, consent to touch 
Curriculum links: English, RSE, PSHE, Languages 
 
 

 


