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 Monday 24th January 2022 

CLASS 3 SPRING TERM CURRICULUM LETTER  

Dear Parents/Carers, 

I hope you all enjoyed the Christmas break.  I would like to take this opportunity to wish you a Happy New 

Year.  

The Spring Term is already here and is full of interesting and exciting topics. Below is a taste of what is in 

store for Class 3. 

Mrs Pedley will continue to teach French, Music, RE and PSHE on a Thursday morning. 

English: We shall be looking at both fiction and non-fiction texts include planning and writing stories, 

character & setting descriptions, play scripts, newspaper articles, reports and information and poetry. Our 

main text for the term is Winter’s Child by Angela McAllister. Grammar and joined handwriting will be 

integrated into the lessons and there will be weekly spellings for the children to learn. There will be a 

strong focus on new vocabulary for the children to learn and use in their writing. 

Reading: As a focus this term the children will be concentrating on developing their skills of inference and 

deduction. We will be using shared texts in class where the children have opportunities to read aloud to 

each other and discuss the story, plot, characters, author’s techniques and use of language. The children 

will gain a better understanding of the texts by sharing their thoughts and opinions about them. 

Maths: The children will be building on number skills previously acquired. We will be covering the four 

operations, the number system, length and perimeter, fractions, statistics and 2D shape. 

Science: Our first topic will be ‘Rocks, Fossils and Soil’. This includes learning about the properties of 

different rocks, their characteristics and how they are formed, with a focus on the Jurassic Coast. We will 

have use of the Charmouth Heritage Coast Centre Fossil Loan Box and have a virtual lesson with a live 

fossil warden, kindly funded by the PTFA, during this time.  

Key vocabulary includes: texture, fossil, soil, crystals, rock and stone. 

Our second topic, ‘Forces and Magnets’, will start later in the term and continue into the summer term. 

History and Geography: The children will be learning about the Vikings, their journeys, raids, 

settlements, lifestyles and beliefs. They will learn about settlements through developing mapping skills in 

Geography through the use of aerial photographs, Ordnance Survey and historical mapping.  

Key vocabulary includes: raider, settler, invader, features, location, direction and map. 

Art: The children will be studying the work of Pierre- Auguste Renoir using a technique of broken 

brushstrokes and the use of colour to capture the light and movement of his landscapes and characters.  

P.E: Our first focus will be learning the different skills and techniques needed in invasion games, including 

Frisbee, in order to improve their ability to choose and use simple tactics and strategies. After half term, 

Class 3 will be developing their dance skills with Miss Murray learning techniques and putting together 

simple motifs, working independently, in groups and with partners.  
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Computing: We will be embedding computing as much as possible in many areas of the curriculum. This 

will include research, writing newspaper articles and designing posters.  

R.E: In R.E. this term, we will be focusing on the religions of Islam and Judaism. In particular, children will 

be finding out about how festivals and worship show what matters to a Muslim and Jewish people. 

French: The theme this term is shapes. The children will learn the names of 2D shapes through activities 

and songs. 

P.S.H.E: This term, the children will be learning about rules and laws and how these link to our rights and 

responsibilities. We will then be looking at media literacy and internet safety, including assessing the 

accuracy of information found online. Finally, we will be focusing on jobs (including gender stereotypes) 

and our personal goals for the future. 

Music: In music this term, the children will be learning the song ‘Three Little Birds’ by Bob Marley. They 

will be studying an integrated approach to music where games, elements of music (pulse, rhythm, pitch 

etc.), singing and playing instruments are all linked. As well as learning to sing, play, improvise and 

compose with this song, children will listen and appraise other Reggae songs. 

Learning behaviours – These will all be discussed and encouraged in Class 3 and children will be 

rewarded for demonstrating each of the behaviours. These are independence, motivation, problem 

solving, resilience and cooperation. 

If you have any questions or queries then please come and ask. Also if you have any resources/artefacts 

which you think may be useful to any of our topics and would like to share them with the class then please 

let me know.  

May I also acknowledge the time and effort spent at home supporting the children’s learning through 

reading, homework, preparing for weekly tests and visiting places of interest linked to our topics. This 

greatly benefits the children and adds excitement and personal experience to their learning. 

I would also like to draw your attention to the Charmouth Heritage Coast Centre. There is a free entry 

museum with an impressive collection of rocks and fossils, a fossil shop and fossil hunting walks are 

available.  Unfortunately, they are unable to do school visits into the museum but it does make a great day 

out for families. Please see https://charmouth.org/chcc/ for more information. 

 

Thank you for your support. 

 

Miss A. Kemp 
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Please follow the current guidelines if you need to contact me: 

 Email admin@west-hill-primary.devon.sch.uk 

 A note in the home/school diary or in an envelope. 

 Arrange a telephone call 

 

 

 

When supporting your child’s reading at home please consider the following: 

 To read with fluency, expression and understanding. 

 Understand, describe or retrieve information, events or ideas from texts and use quotation 
and reference to the text. 

 Retell a text in some detail giving quotations from the text. 

 Deduce, infer or interpret information, events or ideas from texts. 

 Talk about own personal feelings about what is happening in a text. 

 Identify and comment on the structure and organisation of texts 

 Explain and comment on writers use of language 

 Identify and comment on the writers purposes and viewpoints and the overall effect of the 
text on the reader. 

 Talk about the whole text, or parts of the text, or characters and explain how they make me 
feel. 

 Find similarities or connections between different texts such as their plot, background or 
setting. 

 Recognise when a text is set in the past, present or future, or in a different culture. 
 

Possible class trips, visitors and educational days 

NB: subject to change/cancellation due to Covid-19 DCC Guidance 

 Local church visit (February) 

 World Book Day (March) 

 Easter Service (March/ April) 

 Beer Quarry and Caves or Charmouth Heritage Centre (May) 

 History Project / Topic Day (June) 

 Visit to Exeter Museum or the River Otter (June/July) 

 Use of the school grounds 

 Others events may be added e.g. King’s School Sports Festivals. 
All trips will be local, support local businesses and not be too expensive! 
 

 

   

 

 

 

Internet Safety 

 Children are using the internet more and more at school and at home. Please be 
aware of the dangers. 

 Internet Safety is part of the computing curriculum. 

 Please visit the parents’ guide on  
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers 
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