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 Monday 24th January 2022 

CLASS 6 SPRING TERM CURRICULUM LETTER 

 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
A (belated!) Happy New Year to you all.   
 
After a busy Christmas period, we have now begun the new term with renewed activity in Class 6.   
This term is one packed with new learning, revision for SATs and preparation for our PGL activity week.  
 
English 
In English we are going to be using several short films to enhance our writing. In fiction, the children will 
start to be able use flashbacks within their stories. We have written a short story based on the animation 
‘The Piano’ https://www.literacyshed.com/piano.html.  
 
The following vocabulary was been directly taught to pupils as part of this unit: 

immerse nostalgic sentimental 

indulge recollection vivid 

interrupt reminisce  

memento sensory  

 
We will move on to writing non-chronological reports about a fictitious organism on the planet ‘Pandora’ 
(linking to our learning on ‘Classification’ in Science). 
 
Vocabulary for our non-chronological report: 

Abdomen descend larva parasite 

Antennae diverse limb proboscis 

anthropomorphic evolve luminous related 

bioluminescent exoskeleton Mandibles species 

characteristic gargantuan Metamorphosis stellar 

cocoon inhabits noxious toxic 

compound (eyes) Invertebrate organism unique 

 
We will then be returning to writing a balanced argument about mountaineering, and finally will create a 
first-person recount based on our experiences at PGL as well as through reading ‘Shackleton’s Journey’. 
Throughout each unit, we will be thinking about our writing being in the correct register to match the 
audience and purpose. 
 
Grammar and writing tasks will be sent home for homework throughout the term. They will mostly be 30 
minute tasks. If it is a writing task then the first draft (unaided) should be handwritten in the homework 
book. Writing will be teacher assessed this year with a written grammar, punctuation and spelling test to 
help inform the assessment level.  
 
 
Maths 
In Maths this term, we have already learnt about solving problems involving time, negative numbers and 
the order of operations (using BODMAS – Brackets, Order, Division, Multiplication, Addition and 
Subtraction). We will be solving simple formulae involving basic algebra; drawing 2D shapes and 
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reasoning about shapes and angles; multiplying and dividing using formal and informal methods (including 
involving decimals); adding, dividing and multiplying fractions; investigating ratio and proportion; and 
studying area and perimeter, including the area of triangles and parallelograms. Problem solving will 
continue to be a key aspect of our Maths curriculum this term.  
 
Science 
Science focuses on Biology this term. During the first half of the term, we will be developing the children’s 
understanding of living things and their environments. Within this topic we will explore how we classify 
animals and create classification keys. We will also study the scientist Carl Linneaus to help us 
understand how and why we classify living things. During the second half of the term, the children will start 
to look at evolution and inheritance and will look at the work of Charles Darwin. There will be a continued 
emphasis on working scientifically within our topics and the children will have further chances to set up 
their own investigations to see the conditions needed to grow mould, and an opportunity to have a ‘Battle 
of the Beaks’! 
 
Geography 
The children will be looking at a topic called “In the News”. This looks at current affairs locally, nationally 
and worldwide. This is alongside our main topic of Mountains, Volcanoes and Earthquakes. 
 
Computing  
Computing will have a focus on learning to code using ‘Python’, software which has a range of real-life 
applications. We have arranged for a parent visitor who uses ‘Python’ in their work to come and explain to 
the children how this software affects the organisations they work with. 
 
We will continue to use computing across the curriculum, including staying safe online through our PSHE 
learning. 
 
P.E 
In our net games lessons, the children will be developing their tennis skills with Mrs Moran from The 
King’s School. Please ensure that your child has a complete P.E kit in school every day. At this time of 
year, we do encourage the children to bring in warm jogging trousers and a warm top to wear – please 
ensure that these are black, blue, green or grey and with no logos.  
 
We will also be focusing on problem solving and the School Games Values: Passion; Self-Belief; Respect; 
Honesty; Determination; and Teamwork. 
 
PGL 
PGL will soon be here! Don’t forget to keep all the old clothes and trainers or visit the charity shops for old 
socks, trousers etc. ready for the ‘fun and games’ at Beam House! We have our PGL meeting on 
Wednesday 9th February at 4.00 pm to answer any questions you may have. To help prepare your child 
for PGL it might be a good idea to ensure that they have experienced a sleepover before we go so that 
they are used to sleeping away from home.  
 
As always, we are available before school from 8am should you wish to telephone or pop into school, and 
most nights from 3.35pm. Please feel free to contact us either in the homework diary or via the school 
office if there are any problems. We would be grateful if you would please sign the homework diary each 
week to let us know that you have seen the week’s homework, and that it has been carried out. 
 
Art 
We will be using our pencil skills to study the form of different animals in order to draw them with a realistic 
presentation. Each week will feature a different animal kingdom. We have already drawn some 
outstanding insects and will be moving on to look at mammals (including humans! this week). This topic is 
different to our original plan to study the work of environmental artists Andy Goldsworthy and Richard 
Long, as this learning would have been too similar to a project this cohort undertook in Year 5 during 
lockdown. 
 
PSHE 
We have begun to read ‘Wonder’ by R.J. Palacio as our class book, as this supports children in discussing 
the themes of empathy, compassion, acceptance, friendship, and kindness. 



 

 
We will also be exploring themes of belonging to a community; valuing diversity; challenging discrimination 
and stereotypes; evaluating media sources; sharing things online; influences and attitudes to money; 
money and financial risks. 
 
Best wishes for a happy and successful 2022. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mr R Pantling & Mrs C Bennett 
 
 
 
                             
 

 

 

 
 
 

 


