
 

  

  Jungle Adventures &  

Ready, Steady, Grow – part 1 

Reception – Spring 2  

The Big Ideas:  
 

This half term we will be going on one last adventure 
to the jungle. 
After that, we will be starting a new topic: ‘Ready, 
Steady, Grow!’  
(This topic will continue after the Easter break)  

Literacy: 
We will be: 
 Learning to use ‘adjectives’ to describe objects and animals 
 Writing simple sentences with growing independence 
 Continuing to learn some more digraphs and trigraphs that make the 

vowel phoneme sounds: air, ear, ure and er 
 Learning to sight read  some new tricky words: they, all, her, are 
At Home: 
 Daily reading and rereading of school books 
 Look out for exciting describing words in the stories you read; talk about 

how they help to ‘paint a picture’ in your mind. 
 Think of words to describe objects/people/animals – e.g. a juicy orange 
 Visit your local library and enjoy choosing books to borrow together  

Maths: 
We will be: 
 Learning about the value of 1p, 2p, 5p and 10p coins 
 Learning to name  2D and 3D shapes and notice their properties 
 Using positional language to describe and draw maps and journeys 
At Home: 
 Set up a ‘shop’ – practise buying and selling using the correct coins or 

visit your local shop and pay for some items 
 Practise naming, ordering and writing all the numbers from 1-20 
 Notice 2D and 3D shapes around you 
 Draw maps or make treasure hunts, ‘In the sink’, ‘Under the bed.’… 

Positional language: on, in, under, next to, behind, beside, in front, below, 
above, inside, outside… 

Communication and Language: 
We will be: 
 Learning new vocabulary and trying to use it in our everyday 

conversations 
 Talking about the feelings of different characters in our stories 
At Home: 
 Continue singing Nursery Rhymes and songs (See ‘This week we have..’ 

for weekly ideas) 
 Look at non-fiction books to introduce your child to new vocabulary 
 Enjoy ‘back and forth’ conversations, modelling ‘listening skills’-  i.e. 

showing an interest with body language, asking a question in response 

This half-term our School Value is: 

Happiness 
 

All of our learning is underpinned by the characteristics of effective 
learning; enabling children to be explorers, independent, motivated, 

focused, creative and resilient. 
 

Topic Vocabulary: 
fact, information, habitat, force, push/pull, (un)healthy 

 



 

Understanding the World: 
We will be: 
 Finding out about jungles – which animals live there and what it     

might feel and sound like in a jungle 
 Planting some seeds and watching as they grow 
 Investigating ‘pushes’ and ‘pulls’ 
 Learning about the Easter story and some of the customs and 

celebrations 
At Home: 
 Research jungles and find some facts about a favourite jungle animal 
 Plant some seeds and notice how they grow 

Expressive Arts and Design: 
We will be: 
 Using a range of materials to construct and build with and                  

finding ways to solve problems 
 Practising and refining our scissor skills 
 Exploring a variety of musical instruments together as a group  
At home: 
 Create your own artwork – you could use paint, pencils, pastels, collaging 

materials. We would love to share these at school 
 Listen to and enjoy a variety of music and songs. What are your favourites? 
 Set up a ‘stage’, dress up and act out different roles 

The Reception Team - Mrs Burkill, Mrs Powley, Mrs Hedges and Mrs McKee 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development: 
We will be: 
 Learning to follow 2 or 3 part instructions  
 Thinking about how to make healthy food choices and eat a balanced 

diet 
 Continuing to challenge ourselves and try new activities 
At Home: 
 Play memory games – e.g. ‘I went shopping and I bought…’ 
 Talk about the different types of food we eat and which ones are 

‘healthy choices’. Cook some balanced meals together 
 Try a new activity and face a challenge together 

 

Physical Development: 
We will be: 
 Practising using the correct ‘tripod’ pencil grip 
 Learning to control a ball in different ways – throwing, catching, 

bouncing, kicking 
 Exploring different ways to move and navigate the terrain at Forest 

School – jumping, sliding, balancing, climbing 
 At Home: 
 Practise correct letter formation – you could use pen/pencil and paper, 

trace letters in sand, rice or foam or draw them on each other’s hands 
 Keep active and aim to get out of breath several times a week 
 Construct junk models together using different materials 


