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Monday 19th September 2022 

CLASS 1 AUTUMN TERM CURRICULUM NEWSLETTER 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Introduction and key objectives 

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome you to Class 1 and introduce myself to you. I have been 

teaching full-time since 1996 and have been at West Hill Primary since 1998. I have taught across a 

range of year groups in both Key Stages 1 and 2 and am currently subject leader for science.  

Mrs Broad is our teaching assistant, who is with us every day except Monday and Friday afternoons. In 

addition, teaching in Class 1 is Ms Donnithorne who takes the class on a Wednesday morning whilst I am 

out of class. Mrs Willis, a 1:1 Teaching Assistant, is in class full time and Mrs Morris will be joining us on a 

Monday afternoon. 

Year 1 is a very important year for your child as they transition from play-based learning in Reception with 

the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum to more formal, structured National Curriculum lessons 

throughout the rest of the school. The children’s transition for this class is essential and we have tailored 

our teaching to take this into account. For the first half term, the Year 1 curriculum will be taught alongside 

plenty of opportunities for play-based learning and a reinforcement of the routines and expectations of 

being in the school environment.  

Our key Year 1 objectives, however, remain the same:  

 To teach children to read 

 To consolidate and build on learning from Reception 

 To continue to develop independence and concentration skills 

 To continue to develop social skills, co-operation, empathy and kindness towards others 

 To encourage a love of learning and fascination in the world around them. 

 
Behaviour, rewards and sanctions 
 
In school, we will be continuing a very similar system of rewards and sanctions as was in place for the 
children in Reception. Every child is in a house group (Moorland, Bendarroch, Warren or Elsdon) and good 
behaviour, effort or excellent work can earn house points, which are added to an overall school total. The 
winning house is rewarded with a trophy at the end of each term. Stickers are used alongside house points 
to reward positive behaviour. 

If there is inappropriate behaviour in the class, then we use the consequences ladder of our school 
behaviour policy which starts with a verbal warning, escalates to a name on the board, then five minutes in 
another class, etc. There are times, for instance if the behaviour turns physical, that it is appropriate to skip 
steps and go straight to Mrs Boulton.  

Returning to more positive matters, we will continue to push and reward our ‘learning behaviours’ this year. 
These behaviours are promoted throughout the school and are reinforced through certificates in class and 
regular assemblies exploring each behaviour. We look for the children to show Independence, Resilience, 
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Problem solving, Motivation and Co-operation, and it would be great for this vocabulary and message to be 
used at home.  

Reading and Assessment 

Reading is such an integral part of Year 1 and is something that I am very passionate about. Whether we 
are reading a book together as a class, using our comprehension skills to find information or enjoying our 
own storybooks, we look to promote not just confidence in decoding and understanding but also a real love 
of reading. I would very much like to encourage you to read books from home together and hear your child 
read on a daily basis. Six books will be sent home over the week and, ideally, each book should be read 
three times. 

This year the children will also be undertaking the Phonics Screening check. This is a national assessment 
that looks at the children’s knowledge of the phonics curriculum and their ability to blend sounds when 
decoding a new word. The check is undertaken in June and generally, the children enjoy the experience as 
they get one to one attention and it only involves reading 40 words! There will be more information about 
this as the year progresses, but for now please keep working on those phonic sounds that your child learnt 
in Reception at home.  

Forest School 

Forest School is one of the highlights of any Year 1 week, and we started Forest School last Thursday. 
Forest School takes place on Thursday mornings and is run by Mrs Broad in our on-site Forest School 
area. We do ask that the children come to school in their Forest School clothes, which they can stay in all 
day. For this, they will need long trousers and a long-sleeve top or jumper (so they don’t get scratched or 
stung), as well as a waterproof top and trousers. We ask that children come to school in trainers or school 
shoes, but bring wellies to wear for Forest School. We do have spare clothes and waterproofs in school, but 
not enough for everybody so it is important to provide your child with appropriate clothing. As the weather 
gets colder, we have found that layers are better than one thick jumper, as the children often get hot and 
want to remove them! 

Below is an overview of our curriculum for this term, including ideas for how you can help at home which I 

hope you will find useful. 

English 

We are spending a lot of time looking at a variety of books and stories this term and using this to help 
develop our writing, building on the basic skills we learnt in Reception. We will look at two books the 
children may well be familiar with in the form of Oi Frog! and Sylvia and Bird, as well as Autumnal poems 
and non-fiction texts. On top of this we will be spending a lot of time focusing on our letter formation and 
presentation. We will continue to develop our phonic knowledge by revising work from Reception and 
working through Phonic Phase 4 and Phase 5.  

We will learn to: 

 retell stories and order events using story language 

 improve our comprehension by finding main events, characters and specific information in simple 
      texts. 

 listen with sustained concentration, building our vocabulary and understanding of new words. 

 compose and write simple sentences independently, using our phonetic spelling and developed 
punctuation.  

 develop our ability to read and enjoy simple texts, including our own writing. 

 write non-fiction labels and captions in autumnal displays.  
 

How you can help – the more time you can spend reading and enjoying books at home, the better, at this 
age. Discuss the plot and different characters as well as encouraging your child to phonetically segment 
and blend to decode unfamiliar words. Try to link stories back to their own experiences in order to develop 
discussion. When writing at home, please ensure that the focus is on letter formation, full stops and capital 
letters and spaces between words. 
 



 

Mathematics 
Maths continues to build on the basic skills from Reception such as counting, place value, number 
recognition and basic addition and subtraction. We also begin to introduce new vocabulary and areas of 
learning such as measure, counting in 5s and time. We will learn to: 

 begin counting, reading and writing numbers to 100 and the numbers to 20 in words. 

 state the number that is 1 more or less than any given number to 100. 

 add and subtract one digit and two digit numbers to 20. 

 recall all paired number bonds of 10, then 20. 

 recognise, name and describe common 2-D and 3D shapes. 

 record and show simple data, with links to the science curriculum. 

 count up in twos, fives and tens. 
 

How you can help – make maths part of everyday life. Look for as many opportunities to ask your child 

questions such as ‘how many apples in the bowl?’ or ‘if I took away one of your sweets, how many would you 

have?’ It would also be very useful to look around the house for 2D shapes and start making Mathematical 

vocabulary common place. Maths Mental Arithmetic homework will be sent home on a Friday to be returned 

the following Thursday for marking please. This is to consolidate learning in class and a double page should 

be completed in approx. 15 minutes. 

 

Science 

In science this term we will: 

 learn that animals vary in many ways having different structures e.g. wings, tails, ears etc. They also 
have different skin coverings e.g. scales, feathers, hair. These key features can be used to identify 
them. 

 investigate the human body, including identifying and naming parts of the body and exploring our five 
senses. 

 discuss changes when we and other animals grow older. 

 collect data about the differences between us e.g. shoe size, eye colour. 

 discuss what humans and animals need to survive. 

 investigate the changing seasons and the effects of different weather and seasonal change. 
 

How you can help – encourage scientific discussion using the correct names for parts of our body e.g. heel, 
wrists and shins. Use their senses as often as possible by asking them how food smells, how an object 
feels etc. Take the time to look at photos of familiar people (themselves, parents, grandparents) now and 
when they were younger and discuss how they have changed. As we head into deeper autumn it provides 
the perfect opportunity to talk about how the trees and weather are changing with the season.  

Geography (before half term) 

We are investigating the local environment and area around West Hill. We will be doing a lot of work on 
simple maps and discussing the difference between physical and man-made features.  

How you can help – when walking/driving to school talk about what you are passing and the journey you 
take. Discuss whether features have occurred naturally or have been made by someone. 

History (after half term) 

In History we are looking to build upon the children’s understanding of the past and putting lengths of time 
into perspective. We will be concentrating on Guy Fawkes and the Gunpowder Plot in order to discover 
more about something that happened before we were born, but is still recognised and celebrated now.  

How you can help – refer to basic timings when talking about things you’ve done together, e.g. that was a 
week ago, or we went there a year ago. Discuss the traditions and reasons behind Bonfire Night, 
particularly if you are attending an event. 

 

 



 

Art 

In Art this term, we are starting to experiment with different mediums and techniques for creating art. We 
will look at the works of Andy Goldsworthy to investigate using natural resources in our pictures, before 
thinking about more traditional mediums such as using and mixing colour in painting.  

How you can help – look at the different colours and textures in nature. Encourage your child to create 
different pieces of art at home using a variety of techniques and materials.  

DT 

We will be having a DT day near Christmas, during which we will be designing and creating our own 
‘moving’ Christmas cards, learning about pivots and levers, whilst developing our motor skills.  

How you can help – encourage independence and safety when using scissors, glue, tape etc. Learn about 
creating simple mechanisms to create movement.   

P.S.H.E. (Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education) 

In P.S.H.E. we will be thinking carefully about our relationships, both with our friends and our family, as well 
as anyone else who cares for us. We will spend time considering how our behaviour can have a positive 
and negative impact on the people around us, before moving on to think about recognising privacy, staying 
safe and asking permission. 

How you can help – encourage your child to think about how they are similar and different to their friends, 
as well as ways to manage their own emotions and friendships more independently.  

R.E. 

This term’s R.E we will be exploring what it means to have faith and be part of a community, in particular 

focusing on Christianity, Judaism and Islam. After half term, we will be considering what God means to 

Christians.  

How you can help – talk to your child at home about different celebrations you have in your own house, 

religious or otherwise. Discuss why you do different traditions and how these take place.  

P.E. 

P.E. this term looks at promoting fine motor skills and body awareness through basic movement and 
sequences in Dance with Katie Murray. 

How you can help – simply encouraging as much outdoor play as possible will really help your child’s motor 
skills. The more opportunities they have to think about how to use their body and find balance will stand 
them in good stead going forwards in P.E. 

I am sure you will agree that we have a very busy and exciting term coming up! I hope that this has helped 
you to understand more of what the curriculum looks like for your child and, more importantly, the ways that 
you can help at home. Thank you for your continued support and please don’t hesitate to contact me with 
any queries you may have. 

 

Kind regards,  

Miss A. Kemp 

 


