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Monday 19th September 2022 

CLASS 3 AUTUMN TERM CURRICULUM NEWSLETTER 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome you back to school after what I hope was an enjoyable 

summer break, and to welcome you to Class 3. My name is Mr Sapwell, and as well as being the Class 

3 teacher, I am the PE subject leader. Many of you will already know me well from my time in Class 1, 

and I am excited to have the opportunity to teach your children again in Class 3. I have previously 

taught Year 3 as part of a mixed Year 3/4 class in my previous school for three years, so know what a 

brilliant year it is both to teach and to be a pupil in!  

I would also like to take the opportunity to introduce you to the rest of the Year 3 team. We are 

fortunate enough to have Mrs Morris with us every morning this year, as well as for extra support 

groups on a Wednesday afternoon. Mrs Bennett, who teaches Year 6 on Thursdays and Fridays, will 

be teaching the class RE, French and music, as well as an English skills lesson every Monday morning 

until Mrs Pedley returns from maternity leave.  

The Autumn Term is already here, and it is full of fascinating and exciting topics, details of which you 

can find below, as well as some ideas for how you can help your child at home.  

Literacy: We shall be looking at both fiction and non-fiction texts this term. This will include a variety of 

poetry, story and adventure writing and using information texts linked to our history and science topics 

to support non-fiction writing. Grammar will be integrated into the lessons, as well as specific SPAG 

(Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar) lessons five times a fortnight, and there will be weekly spellings 

for the children to learn. 

How can you help at home? Read regularly with your child, both hearing them and reading to them 

yourself. Encourage a love of writing and allow them access to a range of texts, such as recipe books, 

newspaper articles and use of dictionaries and thesauruses.  

Reading: Please see attached sheet. 

Mathematics: The children will be building on a number of skills previously acquired. We will be 

covering the four operations, place value, ordering, measure (mass), shape, time and fractions.  

How can you help at home? Support with maths homework where appropriate. Demonstrate maths in 

everyday activities, such as time keeping, measuring for recipes or DIY, calculating money in shops 

etc.  

Science: Our first topic for the term is ‘Healthy Eating and Nutrition’. This includes naming and 

grouping foods and exploring how different foods are needed for activity, growth and health. We will 

also look at animals and their different diets, and simple food chains. 

This will be followed by a topic on ‘Light and Shadows’ after half term.  
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How can you help at home? Talk to your child about the foods they enjoy and what nutritional value 

they may have. Explore the importance of a balanced diet, and look for nutritional information on foods 

at home, where appropriate.  

Computing: Computing will be embedded across the curriculum as well as more focused units of work 

to develop skills in programming and using random variables. 

How can you help at home? Discuss e-safety with your child, especially for online age appropriate 

gaming and websites. 

History: ‘The Stone Age to Iron Age Britain’ is our topic for the term. This will include looking at how 

the first people lived, the tools they used, cave paintings, food, clothing, stone circles, farming and 

family life. 

How can you help at home? Look at timelines and help to give your child a sense of context for when 

different key events took place in history. Horrible Histories is always a winner, too!  

Geography: Our focus will be ‘Where in the world am I?’ Using maps and atlases the children will learn 

to locate countries, continents, major cities and counties in the UK. 

How can you help at home? Give your child plenty of opportunities to use maps and atlases at home. 

If you are going on a longer journey, can your child find it on a map? 

Art & Design Technology: This will include developing skills in collage, sewing, drawn thread work, 

clay, drawing and painting. 

How can you help at home? Encourage your child to think about what they like about art around 

them.  

Music: The children will be exploring arrangements and descriptive sounds using percussion 

instruments and glockenspiels. 

How can you help at home? When listening to music, can your child describe the piece, and pick out 

some of the instruments they can hear?  

Religious Education: The children will consider the questions ‘What do Christians learn from the 

Creation story? and ‘What is it like for someone to follow God?’ 

How can you help at home? Encourage discussion at home, particularly around key religious 

holidays.  

French:  Our topic for this term is ‘Greetings and Introductions’ where the children will learn about 

France, its flag and French culture. 

How can you help at home? Ask your child what they have been learning about in class (usually a 

Monday) and encourage them to practise at home.  

Personal, Social & Health Education (PSHE): The children will be introduced to our online friends, 

Yasmine and Tom, who will help the children to learn about positive relationships and feelings exploring 

the themes: Families and friendship, What makes a family? and Features of family life. This will be 

followed by Safe relationships, Personal boundaries; safely responding to others and the impact of 

hurtful behaviour. Later in the term, the focus will be on: Respecting ourselves and others, Recognising 

respectful behaviour, the importance of self-respect, courtesy and   being polite. 



 

How can you help at home? Encourage honest discussions about feelings and discuss how not all 

families are the same.  

PE: There will be a weekly outdoor games lesson on a Monday and a weekly indoor hall dance lesson 

on a Friday. Our first unit of work is Tag Rugby, focusing on the importance of teamwork, finding space 

and agility.  

How can you help at home? Encourage an active lifestyle, in whichever form this works best for your 

family! 

 

Homework: Weekly maths and spelling homework will be given out on a Friday and will need to be 

returned the following Friday for the test. A letter has been sent in the homework folder giving more 

details.  

 

General Information 

In class, the children will all be given a new seating place at the start of each half term. Many factors 

are taken in to account when considering the seating plan in class. Children can be seated by gender, 

friendship, mixed ability, similar ability, learning need, personality or at random. This encourages the 

children to work cooperatively and build positive relationships with each other. 

Learning behaviours – These will all be discussed and encouraged in Class 3 and children will be 

rewarded for demonstrating each of the behaviours. These include independence, motivation, problem 

solving, resilience and cooperation. 

If you have any questions or queries then please contact me. Thank you for your support. 

Kind regards, 

 

Mr J.Sapwell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Please follow the current guidelines if you need to contact me: 

 Email admin@west-hill-primary.devon.sch.uk FAO Mr Sapwell. 

 A note in the home/school diary or in an envelope. 

 Arrange a telephone call. 

 

 

 

When supporting your child’s reading at home please consider the following: 

 To read with fluency, expression and understanding. 

 Understand, describe or retrieve information, events or ideas from texts and use quotation and 
reference to the text. 

 Retell a text in some detail giving quotations from the text. 

 Deduce, infer or interpret information, events or ideas from texts. 

 Talk about own personal feelings about what is happening in a text. 

 Identify and comment on the structure and organisation of texts 

 Explain and comment on writers use of language 

 Identify and comment on the writers purposes and viewpoints and the overall effect of the text on 
the reader. 

 Talk about the whole text, or parts of the text, or characters and explain how they make me feel. 

 Find similarities or connections between different texts such as their plot, background or setting. 

 Recognise when a text is set in the past, present or future, or in a different culture. 
 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

Internet Safety 

 Children are using the internet more and more at school and at home. Please be 
aware of the dangers. 

 Internet Safety is part of the computing curriculum. 

 Please visit the parents’ guide on  
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers 
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