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Monday 19th September 2022 

CLASS 4 AUTUMN TERM CURRICULUM NEWSLETTER 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

I hope you have had a lovely summer break. It has been wonderful getting to know your children over the 

last couple of weeks and I’m looking forward to spending the coming year with them. 

English: We will be writing in a range of genres this term. These include narratives based on the video 

‘Dreamgiver’ and the book ‘Jack and the Dream Sack’ and informative and instructional texts based on the 

Ancient Maya, to name a few. We will be developing our reading and writing skills, as well as our use of 

language and punctuation to become better writers. Our spelling will be taught through our ‘No Nonsense’ 

spelling scheme and we will be completing short burst comprehension every day to develop our retrieval 

and inference skills, supporting the reading our children do through the reading scheme.  

Maths: The focus this term will include number and place value up to 10,000, the four operations, 

properties of shape, fractions, position and direction, decimals, mass and time. There will be more 

emphasis on developing a ‘greater depth’ of understanding and working in a more systematic and 

organised way when recording methods and written calculations. Most lessons will provide opportunities 

for reasoning and problem solving. In addition to our weekly maths lessons, we will have a separate times 

tables session to prepare for the statutory times tables test at the end of year 4.   

Science: In the first half of the autumn term, we will be looking at animals including humans, focusing on 

the digestive system, teeth and food chains. In the second half of term, we will be looking at sound and 

how it travels.    

PE: Every Friday morning, we will be taking part in dance lessons with Katie Murray in the hall. In our 

outdoor sessions, we will be focusing on a variety of invasion games. Please leave PE kits in school every 

day as PE days can vary depending on weather and different sporting events going on! 

History: The children will be learning about the ancient Maya civilisation. They will find out about their 

daily life, culture and religion, belief in the gods and customs. 

Geography: Our geography will focus on Mexico, linking with our topic of Ancient Maya. We will 

investigate the human and physical geography of Mexico, use atlases to locate and describe features and 

make comparisons with the UK.  

Art/D&T: Art work this term will be linked to the ancient Maya and Aztec civilisations. We will be using a 

range of media for this. For D&T, we will be making Mayan hot chocolate.  

Computing: Computing is embedded across the curriculum, as we will continue to develop our word-

processing skills when publishing work in English and pieces of cross-curricular writing. We will also be 

building on our existing coding skills using Espresso. In addition to this, we will be practising our times 

tables using interactive programs in preparation for the Year 4 Multiplication Screening Check. 

https://www.timestables.co.uk/multiplication-tables-check/ offers a practice area similar in format to the 

test the children will be taking in June 2023.  
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Music: In music, we will be using a programme called Charanga to explore the music of ABBA! We will 

be listening to and appraising a selection of their songs, playing musical games that explore pulse, rhythm 

and pitch, singing in a group and playing along on instruments, maintaining a steady beat. In the lead up 

to the Christingle service, we will be developing our recorder skills to play a carol in the church.  

RE: We will have two focus questions for this half term. These are ‘What is the ‘Trinity’ and why is it 

important for Christians?’ and ‘What do Hindus believe God is like?’ 

PSHE: PSHE is embedded in our teaching but also taught explicitly. This term, we are focusing on 

relationships, looking at positive friendships both online and offline, how we respond to hurtful behaviour 

and recognising risks online and respecting similarities and differences.  

Languages: In our French lessons, we will be focusing on greetings, colours and numbers using the 

programme ‘Language Angels’.  

Homework: Mental arithmetic books and spellings will be sent home on a Thursday and need to be back 

in school ready to be marked on Wednesday. Children will be asked to complete one page of their 

arithmetic book per week. Spellings will be tested on a Wednesday or Thursday. We will also be setting 

the children up with Times Tables Rockstars accounts in the coming weeks so they can practise their times 

tables online at home; their login details will be stuck in their homework diaries. If your child is encountering 

any issues regarding homework, please let me know so I can support.  

If you have any questions or queries then please drop an e-mail to admin@west-hill-primary.devon.sch.uk 

or catch me after school.  

 

Kind regards, 

Miss M. Hutchings 
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