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Monday 19th September 2022 

CLASS 5 AUTUMN TERM CURRICULUM NEWSLETTER 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

I hope you have all had a good summer break. I have really enjoyed spending the last couple of weeks 

getting to know your children; they are excited to be back in school and I am looking forward to 

spending the next year with them. Your children have all started the year off very well and I am already 

incredibly proud of their fantastic behaviour and their enthusiasm towards their learning.  

English: We will be writing both fiction and non-fiction texts this term. This will be linked to our new 

topic ‘Anglo Saxons and Vikings’. The children will learn to develop their reading and writing skills and 

their use of language and punctuation to become better writers. In spelling, we will be following the Year 

5 ‘No-nonsense Spelling’ scheme. Weekly spelling homework will support the spelling patterns which 

are being taught in class.  

It is important that children read every day.  Please register your interest as a reader helper, if you feel 

you would have a spare afternoon to help the class with their reading.  

Maths: In Maths, the children will be starting with place value before moving on to the four rules, 

fractions and decimals. As a class there will be a strong focus on problem solving, developing strategies 

and thinking mathematically. The children will also study measurement and geometry later in the term. 

Weekly maths homework will reflect the learning in class.  

Science: Our two main topics in science this term will be Earth and Space and Forces. Within these 

topics, the children will be learning about the movement of the Earth, other planets, and their relative 

positions compared to the Sun. They will also learn about the Earth’s rotation that creates day and night 

and the apparent movement of the sun across the sky.  

Our forces topic will be studied with an investigative approach and will explore the effect of forces, in 

particular, gravity, air resistance, water resistance and friction. The children will go on to learn about 

how forces effect mechanisms in our cross curricular design technology lessons.  

PE: During the first half term the children will be experiencing more exciting dance routines, with Katie 

Murray. As well as dance, the children will be taking part in a range of invasion and net and wall games. 

Please ensure that PE kits are in school every day.  

Geography/History: Our focus this term is the Anglo Saxons and Vikings and in geography we will be 

completing a European study to complement our history. This is a superb and very interesting topic 

which I hope will capture the children’s interest. Any relevant research material, books or artefacts that 

you may have at home would be most welcome. Please ensure that anything brought in is clearly 

named.  

Art: This term the children will be studying the work of Van Gogh and Picasso. The children will be 

creating iconic images, observational drawings, doing colour mixing and learning how to collage. If 
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possible, please could your child bring in an old named art shirt as many of these activities will 

be very messy.   

Computing:  Computing will be embedded across the curriculum. It will also be taught using more 

focused units of work, for example, using Espresso to practise coding skills. We will also develop our 

computing skills as we use 2Paint to create pictures based upon the work of Picasso. We will also look 

at how to keep ourselves safe online.  

Music: Every week the children will take part in music lessons. During these lessons, they will learn all 

about music appreciation and will have the opportunity to discuss a range of music genres and styles. 

They will also look at exploring rhythm and pulse and learning about rounds. Throughout the term the 

children will have many opportunities to practice their new skills and will have the time to implement 

these in longer pieces of music.   

RE: We will have two focus questions for this half term. These are, ‘What does it mean if Christians 

believe God is holy and loving?’ and ‘What does it mean to be a Muslim in Britain today?’ 

Languages: In French the children be studying the unit ‘Animals’. During the unit, the children will 

become familiar with different animal names through the use of games, discussion and role play.   

Homework: Throughout the week there will be a range of homework (Maths, spelling and English) 

Spelling will be tested on a Tuesday. In addition to this, there may be occasional topic based homework 

or projects throughout the year. If your child is encountering any issues regarding homework, please 

inform the school and we will do our best to support you. 

If you have any questions or queries then please drop an e-mail to admin@west-west-hill-

primary.devon.sch.uk. Also, if you have any resources which you think may be useful to any of our 

topics and would like to share them with the class then please let me know.  

Class assembly - Year 5 would like to invite you to attend our class assembly which will be performed 

in the Village Hall on Wednesday 12th October at 10am. The assembly will be a fun look at some of the 

children’s learning so far this year.  

Thank you for your continued support. 

 

Kind regards, 

Mr J.Martin 

 


