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Monday 19th September 2022 

CLASS 6 AUTUMN TERM CURRICULUM NEWSLETTER 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

Welcome to Class 6. We hope you and your families all enjoyed a wonderful summer. The children have 

settled superbly and have impressed us so much in terms of their approach to being the oldest pupils in the 

school, and everything that goes with this. The various monitor roles and responsibilities are being selected 

following applications and we hope that your child will enjoy taking on extra responsibility in Class 6.  

Mr Pantling will teach the class Monday to Wednesday and Mrs Bennett will teach on Thursday and Friday. 

Mrs Hayball and Mrs Rickard will work with the class supporting specific pupils in the mornings, while Mrs 

Muldoon will be supporting Year 6 in the afternoons. 

Curriculum 

In addition to information to be shared at ‘Meet the Teacher’ evening this year, this letter will hopefully tell 

you a little bit more about the curriculum for Year 6. 

SATS 

SATs will take place the week commencing Monday 8th May 2023. The tests take place throughout the 

week: 

Date Exam 

Monday 8th May 2023 
Grammar, Punctuation & Spelling - Paper 1 
Grammar, Punctuation & Spelling - Paper 2 

Tuesday 9th May 2023 English Reading 

Wednesday 10th May 2023 
Maths Paper 1 (Arithmetic) 
Maths Paper 2 (Reasoning) 

Thursday 11th May 2023 Maths Paper 3 (Reasoning) 

 

Writing will be assessed later in the summer term by the class teachers based on the written work that is 

produced throughout the year. We do our best to ensure that SATs week is not an anxious time for the 

pupils, while also working hard to give them all the tools they need to do their best.  

English  

We will be looking at a wide range of text types throughout this term and have already begun the term by 

reading ‘Street Child’ by Berlie Doherty. We will also be learning about Charles Dickens, and his story ‘A 

Christmas Carol’. The children will learn how to write for a range of purposes and audiences and will learn 

how to select vocabulary and grammatical structures that reflect what the writing requires.  

Our tier 2 vocabulary for our first unit on ‘Street Child’: Arduous; Authoritative; Destitute; Feeble; Frail; Grim; 

Imposing; Impoverished; Menacing; Polluted; Relentless; Squalor; Torturous; Unsanitary. Does your child 

know the meaning of these words? Can they use them in a sentence? 
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We encourage the children to read at home for pleasure, selecting books that interest and inspire them, 

while also looking to challenge themselves by reading text types or writing by authors they have not tried 

before. 

In spelling, we are encouraging the children to develop their own personal spelling lists as well as learning 

key patterns. We will continue to follow Babcock’s ‘No Nonsense Spelling’ programme. The personal lists 

will be kept in their spelling homework book so that they can refer to them at home as well as in school.  

Please see the attached 5/6 spelling list and handwriting guidance for your reference. 

Maths  

We have begun with place value before moving on to the four operations (addition, subtraction, multiplication 

and division). Our work will have a strong focus on problem solving and investigative skills. The children will 

develop a deeper understanding of 2D and 3D shapes. Not only will they be able to classify a wide range of 

shapes using technical vocabulary but they will also be able to draw a wide range of 2D shapes using 

protractors and rulers accurately. We will also look at statistical data and how to interpret and present given 

information including using pie charts. 

Topic overview for the Academic Year 2022-2023 

SUBJECT AUTUMN SPRING SUMMER 

HISTORY VICTORIANS  WORLD WARS 

(New Topic) 

GEOGRAPHY  OUR CHANGING 

WORLD – Mountains, 

Volcanoes, 

Earthquakes 

 

SCIENCE 1. LIGHT 

2. CIRCULATORY 

SYSTEM 

1. CLASSIFICATION 

2. EVOLUTION AND 

INHERITANCE 

1. EVOLUTION 

AND 

INHERITANCE 

2. ELECTRICITY  

 

History  

Our History topic this term is Victorians. We will look at a range of areas within this topic including ‘The 

British Empire’, ‘School Life’, ‘Children at Work’ and also ‘Inventions’. To support our topic we will explore 

some historical texts in our English lessons and will base some of our art around the Victorian designer 

William Morris and the artist JMW Turner.  

Computing 

In Computing, we will be exploring how to create and interactive and engaging biography on a key figure 

from the Victorian Era by using hyperlinks and animations within our presentations, using Google Slides. A 

key element to our computing lessons will be to look at staying safe online and to consider how we post and 

respond to messages. We will also use Espresso coding and will practise our multiplication and division 

skills using Times Tables Rock Stars (which the children can also access at home). 

Science 

In science, we are exploring light in the first half term. We will look at how light is reflected and how light 

travels. The children will also be encouraged to set up their own investigations to prove or refute theories 

and ask questions about the science that they are studying. After half term we will look at the circulatory 

system and describe the effects of diet, exercise, drugs and lifestyle on how the body functions. 



 

PE  

At the moment, PE will be taught on Wednesday and Friday. This half term, on Friday, the children will be 

taught dance by Katie Murray. Our theme is the Victorians – ‘Oliver’. On Wednesday, we will be studying a 

unit on handball before half term. Please ensure that your child has their PE kit in school every day and all 

PE kit must be named.  

Art 

Before half-term, the children will study the work of William Morris, with a focus on using CAD software, and 

ink printing techniques, to create designs with repeated elements suitable for wallpaper and soft furnishings. 

We will build towards creating our own lino print repeating patterns. After half term, we will look at the artist 

JMW Turner, studying the media he used to create form and his work on light and dark, and how the 

industrial revolution changed his and other artists’ work. 

PSHE 

Our weekly PSHE lessons will cover a range of topics to support pupils’ development. Under the theme 

‘Families and Friendships’, we will explore attraction to others; romantic relationships; civil partnerships and 

marriage. Under ‘Safe Relationships’, we will learn about recognising and managing pressure; and consent 

in different situations. Under ‘Respecting Ourselves and Others’ we will learn about expressing opinions 

and respecting other points of view, including discussing topical issues. All of these issues will be addressed 

sensitively and respectfully in terms of pupils’ own needs, experiences and personal circumstances. 

Design Technology 

Later in the term, linked to our reading of ‘A Christmas Carol’, children will create a design brief and 

product specification before making and evaluating their own Christmas Stocking for Tiny Tim. The 

children will select appropriate materials, considering the cost involved, and will practise a range of sewing 

techniques before choosing how to join their fabrics together. We even apply the skills we learnt about lino 

printing to stamp our own repeating patterns onto our fabrics! This project was a great success last year, 

and volunteers are welcome to join in (and help thread needles!). 

Homework  

We encourage the children to be independent this year in readiness for secondary school. The need to 

organise themselves has been explained to them and they must make sure that their homework is put in 

their bags on completion, ready to be handed in the following day.  

Writing or Reading homework will be sent home on Thursdays by Mr Pantling. If possible, the children 

should do this independently but if you do need to support them, please just make a note of this at the end 

of their work. Spelling, Grammar and Maths will be sent home on Thursdays by Mrs Bennett. All homework 

is to be back in on Tuesday. 

In addition to homework set, we recommend children read at home for at least twenty minutes every day. 

Most children are likely to be in the routine of reading before they go to bed. The Year 6 curriculum places 

demands on the pupils as readers, so the more vocabulary they can acquire and stamina they can develop, 

the better. While we appreciate that many pupils in Class 6 are keen to be independent in their reading, 

sharing a text at home with an adult whenever possible will help develop their comprehension skills as you 

can check their understanding. 

Times tables are also essential this year and most Maths will include multiplication/division skills.  

Please sign the homework diary weekly so that we know you have seen the homework set. In theory, the 

children should be independent and ask you to sign their book but they may need a reminder.  

Subject Handed out Return to school by 

English Writing/Reading Thursday Following Tuesday 



 

Maths Thursday Following Tuesday 

Spelling Thursday Following Tuesday 

Grammar Thursday Following Tuesday 

 

PGL 

As per the letter sent during Year 5 on Wednesday 6th April, our PGL residential at Beam House is booked 

for the week beginning Monday 13th March 2023. We know that the children are very much looking forward 

to this experience. Separate communication will follow in due course regarding payment arrangements and 

other details. There will be a meeting regarding PGL in the Spring Term, date TBC. 

We look forward to a productive and highly-enjoyable Autumn term. If you have any concerns or problems 

during the term, then please do not hesitate to contact us through the school office. We are keen to make 

your child’s last year in primary school as memorable and successful as possible, and look forward to 

working alongside you to make this happen. Thank you for your ongoing support. 

Kind regards, 

 

 

Mr R Pantling and Mrs C Bennett  

 


