
  

 

           West Hill Primary School 

                    History Policy 

Let’s shine together 

Our vision is a school where everyone shines 

What we do and encourage as a school family; 

Achievement – excellence in teaching and learning which excites and inspires our children to be the 
best they can be. 

Happiness – smiling, engaged and articulate children who are listened to, encouraged and given 
every support to maximise their own individual potential. 

Friendship – children who are kind and caring towards each other, building lasting friendships. 

Respect – a respect for people, each others’ beliefs, our environment and all living things. 

Responsibility – independent, creative thinkers who have the confidence to be responsible for 
themselves, their behaviour and for others. 

Co-operation – working together, listening and valuing others’ opinions within the school family 
and the wider community. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
STATEMENT OF SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN 

 
At West Hill Primary School, our school community has a duty to safeguard and promote the welfare 
of children who are our pupils. This means that we have a Safeguarding Children and Child Protection 
Policy and Procedures in place which we refer to in our prospectus. All staff including our volunteers 
and supply staff must ensure that they are aware of our procedures. Parents and carers are welcome 
to read these on request. 
  
Sometimes we may need to share information and work in partnership with other agencies when 
there are concerns about a child’s welfare. We will always ensure that our concerns about our pupils 
are discussed with their parents/carers first unless we have reason to believe that this is not in the 
child’s best interests. 

Date of Review Body responsible for review Date of next review 

July 2021 Subject Leader July 2024 

This policy was adopted by West Hill Primary School on 
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Intent 
 
The 2014 National Curriculum for history aims to ensure that all pupils: 

● know and understand the history of the British Isles as a coherent, chronological narrative, 
from the earliest times to the present day: how people’s lives have shaped this nation and 
how Britain has influenced and been influenced by the wider world 

● know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the nature of 
ancient civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of empires; characteristic features of past 
non-European societies; achievements and follies of mankind 

● gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’, 
‘civilisation’ and ‘parliament,’ understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, 
cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make 
connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically valid questions and create 
their own structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses 

● understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to 
make historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations 
of the past have been constructed 

● gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts: 
understanding the connections between local, regional, national and international history; 
between cultural, economic, military, political, religious and social history; and between short- 
and long-term timescales 

History intends to prepare each pupil for their next phase of education whilst at the same time giving 
all pupils a broad and balanced view of the history of Britain and other societies. Pupils will develop a 
well-rounded knowledge of the past and its events, with intention to improve every pupil’s cultural 
capital, understanding of the world around them and their own heritage. History at West Hill Primary 
aims to be ambitious in the coverage of historical skills and motivating through engaging activities, 
trips and visitors that give all pupils an opportunity to question the past.  

At West Hill Primary we have designed our History curriculum with the intent that our children will: 

● become increasingly critical and analytical thinkers, e.g to understand why people behave as 
they do now and help them to develop a sense of responsibility for the world in which later 
generations will live 

● possess a secure understanding of the chronology of the British Isles and other important 
periods of History 

● discover links and connections to the history they learn and the wider community and locality 
● further their knowledge and explanations of change and continuity over time  
● differentiate between source types and explain how interpretations in History may differ 
● draw on similarities and differences within given time frames and across previously taught 

History 
● enquire into historical-themed questions and form their own opinions and interpretations of 

the past 
● inspire in them a lasting interest in, and enjoyment of, learning about the past 
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Implementation 
 
The curriculum is led and overseen by the History subject leader. A regular programme of monitoring, 
evaluation and review and the celebration of good practice will contribute to the ongoing 
commitment to evolve and improve further. The teaching, learning and sequencing of the History 
curriculum follows: 

● In KS1, the historical skills will focus on the world around them and their living memory of 
History before moving to events that go beyond living history. This will ensure a firm 
foundation for KS2 History. 

● In KS2, the History curriculum is set out in chronological order to reference the previous year’s 
curriculum and to refer to this prior learning year-on-year and within the year.  

● The progression of skills is set out in order to build and develop the following: 
           Chronological understanding 
           Knowledge and understanding of events, people and changes in the past 

    Connection and historical links 
                  Interpretations of History 

     Historical enquiry 
● Children are taught the sequence of skills and knowledge that are the components to a 

composite outcome. 
● Lessons will develop long-term memory by allowing for repetition of learning within the year 

and year-on -year. 
● Tier 2 and 3 vocabulary is taught within the unit and reinforced throughout the year. 

Impact 

● Children will become increasingly critical and analytical within their thinking. They will make 
informed and balanced judgements based on their knowledge of the past. 

● Children will become increasingly aware of how historical events have shaped the world that 
they currently live in. 

● The children will have a greater understanding of historical events in a chronological order 
that have shaped the world that they live in.  

● They will also have a further understanding of History on a local and small-scale level. 
● Children will develop enquiry skills to pursue their own interests within a topic and further 

questioning. 
● Where applicable, children will have encountered or participated in high-quality visits/visitors 

to further appreciate the impact of History. 
● Children are to retain prior-learning and explicitly make connections between what they have 

previously learned and what they are currently learning. 
● Work is of a good quality and demonstrates that pupils are acquiring knowledge, skills and 

vocabulary in an appropriate sequence. 

 
1. How history is structured throughout the school 

The school carries out curriculum planning in 3 phases: long-term (mapping the History topics studied 
in each term during each key-stage), medium-term (national schemes of work giving details of each 
unit of work for each term) and short-term (listing the specific learning objectives and expected 
outcomes for each lesson).  
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History is taught in Reception Class as an integral part of the topic work covered during the year. The 
work is related to the objectives set out in the Early Learning Goals which underpin the curriculum 
planning for children aged 3-5. History makes a significant contribution to developing a child’s 
knowledge and understanding of the world, through activities such as dressing-up in historical 
costumes, looking at pictures of famous people in history or discovering the meaning of vocabulary 
(eg. ‘new’ and ‘old’) in relation to their own lives. 

Year 1-6 have a 1-year plan of historical periods/topics which last half term/one term.  

Spoken language 

The national curriculum for History reflects the importance of spoken language in pupils’ 
development across the whole curriculum. History lessons provide a quality and variety of subject 
specific language to enable the development of children’s confident and accurate use of  a range of 
historical terms in their appropriate context. The subtleties of using appropriate historical terms and 
how they may or may not be applied in any period should  be developed over time and by careful 
introduction, reinforcement and review. 

Learning resources 

To make effective use of resources, planning includes expectations for pupils to use a variety of 
resources across the school, including artefacts, posters, textbooks, newspapers, paintings, 
documents, media presentations, IT, visitors and historical sites. Teachers keep their own resources 
in their rooms. The library contains some topic books to support children’s individual research.  

The learning environment to enrich History 

When pupils are working on a unit-of-work they have a good access to a relevant and appropriate 
timeline for the period of time under study. Pupils are provided with feedback which focuses on the 
history objectives. A broad variety of teaching approaches and within lessons ensures that all pupils 
are catered for and engaged. 

Displays around the school and in classrooms provide equal opportunities for celebrating pupils’ 
achievements, providing information that stimulates pupils’ interest and providing information about 
the work being studied. 

There are regular opportunities for visits and visitors to enrich learning linked to work on Romans, 
Tudors and Victorians as well as local studies. Teachers utilise homework activities through projects 
to enhance pupils’ learning and to motivate them to research further. 

Safe practice 

All staff follow the school’s health and safety policy and there is a particular focus on safe practice on 
visits and fieldwork 

Homework 

There is no regular homework set. However, pupils may be expected to find out about and talk about 
matters of interest. In Key Stage 2 there may be ‘finding-out- tasks/projects set during a unit of work. 
This may involve talking to a family member or researching information. IT may be used at home for 
research materials to use in school. 
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The role of parents and carers 

Parents and carers have an important role to play in helping their children to learn about history. 
Their role is enhanced by the use of history displays around the school to raise their interest and the 
interest of their children in the subject and being actively involved in any research at home. Teachers 
will select homework activities carefully so that parents and carers can provide the right level of 
support or be provided with background support beforehand.    

The contribution of History to other aspects of the curriculum 

English 

History contributes significantly to the teaching of English at West Hill Primary School by actively 
promoting the skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening. Some of the texts used are historical 
in nature. Children develop oracy through discussing historical questions, or presenting their findings 
to the rest of the class or in assemblies. They develop their writing ability by composing reports and 
letters and through using writing frames. 

Mathematics 

The teaching of History contributes to children’s mathematical understanding in a variety of ways. 
They learn to use numbers when developing a sense of chronology through activities such as creating 
time-lines and through sequencing events in their own lives. Children also learn to interpret 
information presented in graphical or diagrammatic form.  

Computing 

Pupils at Key Stage 2 should use IT-based sources as part of their historical enquiry. The pupils use 
computing to: locate and research information (internet); record findings (using text, data and tables) 
and use digital cameras, computers and iPads. In addition, opportunities to do this are included at 
Key Stage 1. Examples could include: 

● Year 2 pupils adding captions to explain what a painting shows about a famous person; 
● Year 4 pupils using their knowledge to evaluate a simulation game about an Aztec city; 
● Year 6 pupils using web-sites to research life in, and the workings of, Victorian factories. 

 

 PHSE and citizenship 

History helps pupils to think for themselves, to understand how power is used and to respect 
diversity.  

Examples could include: 

● Year 2 pupils acting out problems facing the Lord Mayor during the Great Fire; 
● Year 4 pupils comparing Mayan rulers and religion with the Tudors (from Year 3); 
● Year 6 pupils debating in roles as supporters and opponents of factory reform. 

 

Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Education 
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Opportunities for SMSC are systematically planned and integrated into teaching sequences and short-
term planning, 

 
2. Inclusion and Equal opportunities in history 

 
Planning at all levels ensures that the interests of all children are taken into account. All classes are 
mixed ability. At Key Stage 1 and 2, in history lessons, the pupils work independently, in pairs or 
groups of mixed ability or similar ability and as part of a whole class dependent on the activities. They 
use a variety of means of communication and recording their work.  
 
Educational support staff work as directed by the teacher. They are able to refer to a planning sheet 
for the particular group or individual they are working with. Where educational assistants are 
assigned to pupils with special educational needs and disabilities, they are well briefed beforehand. 
 
All pupils, including those with special educational needs and disabilities undertake the full range of 
activities. Teacher assessment determines the depth to which individuals go during each unit of work.  
 
● to ensure that pupils of all abilities make worthwhile progress in history: 
● all pupils tackle the same core enquiry questions; 
● teachers provide suitable ways for pupils of different abilities to access difficult ideas: for 

example, for low-attaining pupils by narrowing the range of information to be used, by increasing 
the degree of support through their own advice, by using relevant resources, or by the use of 
other adults; 

● teachers should challenge higher-attaining pupils by expecting them to interrogate more 
demanding sources, by expecting them to work with greater independence and by raising 
expectations about how they might communicate their ideas; 

● teachers use a range of teaching styles in each lesson in order to match the range of learning 
styles represented in a typical class 

 
3.   Assessment and recording in history 

 
Teachers analyse pupils’ progress at the end of school year to complete the annual report to parents. 
This is achieved by teachers’ end-of-unit assessments. These assessments record the attainment (in 
terms of historical knowledge, understanding and skills) achieved by the majority of the pupils in the 
year group. This is supplemented by the assessment of those pupils who exceed expectations 
significantly and those who fall significantly short of the expectations. 
 
Before each unit-of -work teachers establish the pupils’ level of knowledge, understanding and skills. 
Teachers do this by reference to previous assessments and through discussion, questioning, different 
types of written recording and the technique of concept mapping. Evidence is gathered of what 
individual pupils know, understand and can do in history by observing them at work and discussing 
with them and evaluating work they produce. These assessments are used to refine planning so that 
activities are appropriately challenging. The subject leader keeps samples of children’s work in a 
portfolio. These demonstrate what the expected level of achievement is in history for each year 
group. 
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Assessment for learning is continuous throughout the planning, teaching and learning cycle. The 
subject leader, who is responsible for evaluating the overall impact of the History curriculum on 
standards, checks progress within the National Curriculum.  
 
 

4. Leadership and management 

Staff development and training opportunities 

The subject leader provides summary feedback to teachers on the results of all formal and informal 
monitoring standards across the school and also through staff questionnaires. This identifies staff 
development needs and whenever possible, the subject leader discusses these with individual 
teachers and leads training in staff meetings. 

Leadership and management roles 

The History subject leader is responsible for the direction of the subject across the school. Time is 
allocated for the leader to monitor standards and quality of teaching and learning. The curriculum is 
reviewed and SLT informed about changes to requirements. The leader keeps the link governor 
informed about developments and meets him/her to provide an evaluation of progress and provide a 
written report to governors for the end of the academic year, incorporating evaluation of the school’s 
assessment information. 

 How the subject is monitored and evaluated 

The subject leader: 

● supports teachers in their planning and teaching through observing/giving feedback and the 
review and purchasing of resources. 

● monitors teachers’ medium-term planning and pupils’ work ensuring key skills are being covered 
thoroughly and with purpose. 

● monitors ongoing displays by visiting classrooms outside of lesson time. 
● has responsibility for securing high standards of teaching and learning in History and evaluates 

their effectiveness. 
● discusses with SLT and the History governor, the progress with implementing this policy.  
● ensures that the Governing body is kept up to date  with the actions and initiatives which are 

relevant to the subject. Reviews of action plans are sent to the governors. 

 

Review 
The History policy will be reviewed by the History subject leader and SLT. 


