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Monday 16th January 2023 

CLASS 1 SPRING TERM 2023 CURRICULUM NEWSLETTER 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a very happy New Year! 

There are many exciting topics planned for this Spring Term and this letter will give you a brief outline 

of each. 

English: We will be focusing on a number of different text types including poetry using pattern and 

rhyme, Julia Donaldson’s ‘Superworm’, non-fiction texts and fairy tales. The children will continue to 

learn to develop a neat handwriting style, use their knowledge of phonics to help spell words correctly, 

use a broadening vocabulary and punctuate sentences accurately. 

Maths: The focus will be on number and place value up to 100, the four operations, fractions, 

measurement and the properties of 2D and 3D shapes. Mental Arithmetic homework will continue with 

new books starting this term. 

Science: Our new topic for the term is ‘Everyday Materials’. The children will learn that all objects are 

made of one or more materials. Some objects can be made from different materials e.g. plastic, metal 

or wooden spoons. Materials can be described by their properties e.g. shiny, stretchy, rough etc. Some 

materials e.g. plastic, can be in different forms with very different properties.  

Key vocabulary for this topic will include: Object, material, wood, plastic, glass, metal, water, rock, 

brick, paper, fabric, elastic, foil, card/cardboard, rubber, wool, clay, hard, soft, stretchy, stiff, bendy, 

floppy, waterproof, absorbent, breaks/tears, rough, smooth, shiny, dull, see-through, not see-through. 

Geography: This will be taught by Ms Donnithorne on a Wednesday afternoon until October half term. 

The children will learn all about the country of India, its location, traditions, people, religion, food and 

cities.  

Art: Our art will be closely linked to India and the children will learn different techniques in drawing and 

painting using a variety of different media. Artists whose work will be explored include S.H. Raza and 

Chila Kumari Singh Burman. 

History: After half term, Ms Donnithorne will teach the children all about Grace Darling, a lighthouse 

keeper’s daughter who helped rescue survivors from the shipwrecked Forfarshire in 1838, saving nine 

crew and bringing her national fame. 

Design Technology: The children will learn about free standing structures and design their own 

lighthouses. 

Music: We will continue using Charanga to learn two new pieces, ‘In the Groove’ and ‘Round and 

Round’. The children will learn to listen to and appraise the pieces of music. They will take part in 
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musical activities finding the rhythm and pulse, sing along to the music and play a variety of 

instruments with the songs. 

Religious Education: The focus for this term will be ‘Who is Jewish and how do they live?’ Children 

will learn to make sense of belief: by recognising the words of the Shema as a Jewish prayer, retell  

some stories used in Jewish celebrations (e.g. Chanukah) and give examples of how the stories used 

in celebrations (e.g. Shabbat, Chanukah) remind Jews about what God is like. The children will have 

opportunities to talk about what they think is good about reflecting, thanking, praising and remembering 

for Jewish people, giving reasons for their ideas. 

PE:  Our focus will be on send and return and hit, catch, run. This will be taught in the Village Hall on 

Fridays. The children will have opportunities to develop their throwing and catching skills, be able to hit 

objects with a hand or bat and track and retrieve a rolling ball. They will learn the role of fielders and 

striking zones and learn to work collaboratively to score runs showing encouragement and support. 

Later in the term the children will learn simple gymnastic actions and shapes, apply basic strength to 

these actions and be able to link them using turns and jumps. 

Computing: This term the children will familiarise themselves with the chrome books, logging on, 

opening software, saving and printing work, and carrying out simple coding exercises. Online safety will 

continue to be embedded into the computing curriculum. 

 

I am sure you will agree that we have a very busy and exciting term coming up! I hope that this has 

helped you to understand more of what the curriculum looks like for your child and, more importantly, 

the ways that you can help at home. Thank you for your continued support and please don’t hesitate to 

contact me with any queries you may have. 

 

Kind regards,  

Miss A. Kemp 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


