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CLASS 3 SPRING TERM 2023 CURRICULUM NEWSLETTER 

 
Dear Parents/Carers, 

I hope you all had a relaxing and enjoyable Christmas and have had a good start to the New Year.  

The Christmas holidays already seem a distant memory as we have made a busy and exciting start to 

the Spring Term. There is a lot to look forward to before Easter, with some fantastic topics such as 

Ancient Egypt in History and Rivers in Geography, as well as a continuation of our swimming lessons at 

Ladram Bay. There is also the Year 3/4 Easter service that we will be performing at the end of the term, 

as well as a Tag Rugby festival in March for us to get excited about! 

I have tried to give a brief overview of the topics we will be covering this half term, as well as some 

useful pointers for how you can help your child at home, in this document. I hope you find it useful and, 

as always, do not hesitate to ask if there is anything you would like more guidance or clarity on.  

Literacy: We shall be looking at both fiction and non-fiction texts this term, including the story The 

Winter’s Child by Angela McAllister and information books centred around our topic work. There will 

also be plenty of opportunity for the class to explore different poetry types, instruction writing, 

newspaper articles and many more. Grammar will be integrated into the lessons, as well as specific 

SPAG (Spelling, Punctuation And Grammar) lessons five times a fortnight and there will be weekly 

spellings for the children to learn. 

How can you help at home? Read regularly with your child, both hearing them and reading to them 

yourself. Encourage a love of writing and allow them access to a range of texts, such as recipe books, 

newspaper articles and use of dictionaries and thesauruses.  

Reading: Please see the attached sheet on what to consider when hearing your child to read. 

Mathematics: The children will be building on a number of skills previously acquired. We will be 

covering the four operations, place value, ordering, measure (mass), shape, time and fractions.  

How can you help at home? Support with maths homework where appropriate. Demonstrate maths in 

everyday activities, such as time keeping, measuring for recipes or DIY, calculating money in shops 

etc.  

Science: Our first topic for the term is ‘Rocks, Fossils and Soils. We will be looking at different types of 

rocks, their properties and how they are formed. We will also consider different types of soil, before 

investigating types of fossils and how they came to be.  

This will be followed by a topic on ‘Force and Magnets’ after half term, which we will continue in the 

Summer Term.  
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How can you help at home? Discuss the different rocks and soils your child may find in the garden, 

particularly focussing on key words such as Igneous, Sedimentary and Metamorphic for types of rocks, 

as well as permeable and impermeable for rocks and soils. Encourage play with magnets and 

investigate their uses around the home.   

Computing: Computing will be embedded across the curriculum as well as more focused units of work 

to develop skills in programming and using random variables. 

How can you help at home? Discuss e-safety with your child, especially for online gaming and 

websites. 

History: We are looking at ‘Ancient Egypt’ this half term in history, a topic the children are very excited 

about. We will be looking at the way of life for Ancient Egyptians, including their religions, their 

pharaohs and their customs around death. We will also be considering the role of the river Nile, 

alongside our geography topic.  

How can you help at home? Look at timelines and help to give your child a sense of context for when 

different key events took place in history. RAMM in Exeter has some fantastic Egyptian exhibits.  

Horrible Histories is always a winner, too!  

Geography: In geography, we will be focusing on Rivers this term, fitting in with our work on the Nile in 

history. We will learn about how rivers are formed, different parts of the river and look at some river 

from around the UK and the world.  

How can you help at home? We are lucky to have so many rivers in Devon, feeding out into the sea. 

Take the opportunity to discuss the different local rivers and point out when the mouth reaches the sea. 

Art & Design Technology: The children will be studying the work of Pierre-Auguste Renoir using a 

technique of broken brushstrokes and the use of colour to capture the light and movement of his 

landscapes and characters. 

How can you help at home? Encourage your child to think about what they like about art around them, 

as well as the work of other impressionists.  

Music: In music this term, the children will be learning the song ‘Three Little Birds’ by Bob Marley. They 

will be studying an integrated approach to music where games, elements of music (pulse, rhythm, pitch 

etc.), singing and playing instruments are all linked. As well as learning to sing, play, improvise and 

compose with this song, children will listen and appraise other Reggae songs. 

How can you help at home? When listening to music, can your child describe the piece, and pick out 

some of the instruments they can hear?  

Religious Education: In R.E. this term, we will be focusing on the religions of Islam and Judaism. In 

particular, children will be finding out about how festivals and worship show what matters to Muslim and 

Jewish people. 

How can you help at home? Encourage discussion at home, particularly around key religious holidays.  

French:  The theme this term is musical instruments, including how to say the different instruments and 

linking this in with our music learning.  

How can you help at home? Ask your child what they have been learning about in class (French is 

usually on Mondays) and encourage them to practise at home.  



 

Personal, Social & Health Education (PSHE): This term, the children will be learning about rules and 

laws and how these link to our rights and responsibilities. We will then be looking at media literacy and 

internet safety, including assessing the accuracy of information found online. Finally, we will be 

focusing on jobs (including gender stereotypes) and our personal goals for the future. 

How can you help at home? Encourage honest discussions about feelings and discuss how not all 

families are the same.  

PE: This term we will be continuing our swimming lessons on a Tuesday afternoon, and doing a 

gymnastics lesson in the hall on Friday. After half term, we will doing more work on invasion games, 

including Ultimate Frisbee.  

How can you help at home? Encourage an active lifestyle, in whichever form this works best for your 

family! 

 

Homework: Homework will be the same as last term. Weekly maths and spelling homework will be 

given out on a Friday and will need to be returned the following Friday for the test.  

 

General Information 

In class, the children will all be given a new seating place at the start of each half term. Many factors 

are taken in to account when considering the seating plan in class. Children can be seated by gender, 

friendship, mixed ability, similar ability, learning need, personality or at random. This encourages the 

children to work cooperatively and build positive relationships with each other. 

Learning behaviours – These will all be discussed and encouraged in Class 3 and children will be 

rewarded for demonstrating each of the behaviours. These include independence, motivation, problem 

solving, resilience and cooperation. 

If you have any questions or queries then please contact me. Thank you for your support. 

Best wishes 

Mr Sapwell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Please follow the current guidelines if you need to contact me: 

 Email admin@west-hill-primary.devon.sch.uk 

 A note in the home/school diary or in an envelope. 

 Arrange a telephone call 

 

 

When supporting your child’s reading at home please consider the following: 

 To read with fluency, expression and understanding. 

 Understand, describe or retrieve information, events or ideas from texts and use quotation and 
reference to the text. 

 Retell a text in some detail giving quotations from the text. 

 Deduce, infer or interpret information, events or ideas from texts. 

 Talk about own personal feelings about what is happening in a text. 

 Identify and comment on the structure and organisation of texts 

 Explain and comment on writers use of language 

 Identify and comment on the writers purposes and viewpoints and the overall effect of the text 
on the reader. 

 Talk about the whole text, or parts of the text, or characters and explain how they make me feel. 

 Find similarities or connections between different texts such as their plot, background or setting. 

 Recognise when a text is set in the past, present or future, or in a different culture. 
 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

Internet Safety 

 Children are using the internet more and more at school and at home. Please 
be aware of the dangers. 

 Internet Safety is part of the computing curriculum. 

 Please visit the parents’ guide on  
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers 
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