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Monday 16th January 2023 

CLASS 4 SPRING TERM 2023 CURRICULUM NEWSLETTER 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

I hope you had a relaxing Christmas break. Class 4 have settled in brilliantly after the holiday and it’s 

as if they’ve never been away! Below are some of the topics we will be covering up until Easter.  

English: In writing, we will continue to explore a range of fiction and non-fiction texts, as well as 

poetry and prose. These text types will include newspaper reports and myths and legends, to name a 

few. Our writing will link to our topics where meaningful and relevant. We use ‘No Nonsense Spelling’ 

three times a week to explore year group appropriate spelling patterns and rules and the class 

spelling test continues to take place on Thursday.  

Reading – It is important that children read every day and whilst we do have individual reading time in 

class, children should read at home and discuss their books with an adult. Children are encouraged to 

read a range of books, from our reading scheme, our library, our PTFA books and those on their own 

shelves at home! Please sign your child’s homework diary when you read with them. To further develop 

the children’s understanding, we practise comprehension in class.  

Maths: Our Busy Ants maths scheme continues to provide a wide breadth of topics and this term, we 

will be covering addition and subtraction, multiplication and division, properties of shape, fractions, 

decimals, statistics and measurement including perimeter and area. Every Friday, we complete an end 

of week test to ensure the children have understood the week’s learning and then follow up with any 

misconceptions or difficulties. We also include problem solving and reasoning activities throughout the 

week. In addition to our maths lessons, we have a weekly times tables practise session and test in 

preparation for the Year 4 Multiplication Check.  

Science: This half term, we are looking at states of matter, comparing solids, liquids and gases and 

finding out about changes of state and the water cycle. There will be lots of practical investigations taking 

place for this! After half term, we will move on to living things and their habitats, including grouping, 

classification and changing environments. 

Scientific vocabulary for states of matter - Solid, liquid, gas, state change, melting, freezing, melting 

point, boiling point, evaporation, temperature, water cycle 

Scientific vocabulary for living things and their habitats - Classification, classification keys, 

environment, habitat, human impact, positive, negative, migrate, hibernate 

PE: We will be continuing our Thursday swimming sessions into March and alongside this, we have 

Tracy Moran from Kings School coming in to teach the children football. After half term, we will be 

focusing on net and wall games.   

Geography and history: We will begin the term by looking at the geography of Italy and this will then 

lead into our history topic of the Roman Empire. We will be looking at the rise of the empire and its impact 

on Britain.  
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Art/D&T: We will be starting the year by looking at the work of L.S Lowry and creating our own urban 

landscapes. After half term, we will be looking at mechanisms using Lego WeDo.     

Computing:  This half term, we will be using the Chromebooks to practise our word processing by writing 

up our newspaper reports on Google Docs and creating slideshows about Italy on Google Slides. We will 

continue to use Espresso to practise our coding and we will be introducing variables in this.  

Music: We will be continuing to use Charanga for our music teaching and will be composing our own 

raps based around the subject of bullying. After half term, we will be practising songs for our Easter 

Service.  

RE: We will have two focus questions for this half term. These are ‘What does it mean to be a Hindu in 

Britain today?’ and ‘Why do Christians call the day Jesus died ‘Good Friday’?’  

Languages: The focus of our French lessons this term will be ‘Ma famille et ma maison’ – talking about 

the family and the home.  

Homework: Mental arithmetic books and spelling practise books will be sent home on a Thursday and 

returned by the following Wednesday, however folders can be handed in earlier. Homework is marked 

on a Wednesday and spellings will be tested on a Thursday. The purpose of the arithmetic books is to 

consolidate learning and the spellings focus on year 3/4 statutory words and spelling rules. In the build-

up to the Year 4 Multiplication Check, it would be fantastic if your child could be using TT Rockstars at 

home. They have a login for this in their homework diary. If your child is encountering any issues 

regarding homework, please let me know so I can support.  

If you have any questions or queries then please drop an e-mail to admin@west-west-hill-

primary.devon.sch.uk or catch me after school. 

 

Kind regards, 

Miss Hutchings 
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