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Monday 16th January 2023 

CLASS 5 SPRING TERM 2023 CURRICULUM NEWSLETTER 

Dear Parents/Carers,                                                                                              

Welcome back to the new term. I hope you had a lovely Christmas break. This letter is to inform you of the 

main learning areas during the spring term and offer some guidance on how you can support your child's 

learning from home.  

English: We will be writing fiction, non-fiction and poetry texts. This will continue to link to our topic 

‘Saxons and Vikings’ until after half term. During the second half of the term, we will link our reading and 

writing to the historical topic ‘The Tudors’. In these lessons, the children will learn to develop their reading 

and writing skills and their use of language and punctuation to become better writers. In spelling, we will 

be following the Year 5 ‘No-nonsense Spelling’ scheme. Weekly spelling homework will support the 

spelling patterns which are being taught in class.  

It is important that children read every day.  Please register your interest as a reader helper, if you feel you 

would have a spare afternoon to help the class with their reading.  

Maths: Last term the children completed a lot of work on the four number operations. This term we will be 

consolidating their knowledge of number and further exploring fractions, percentages and decimals. The 

children will also be developing their learning in the topics of shape, space, measure and data handling. 

We will be applying these skills to problem solving situations and will aim to give the children real world 

maths problems to support their learning. Having instant access to number facts will aid the children 

significantly as we look at some of the more conceptual topics of the curriculum. As such, in addition to 

the weekly homework, it will aid the children to regularly revise their tables, number bonds and mental 

arithmetic.  

Science: Our main topic in science this term will be materials. Within this topic, the children will be learning 

about materials and their properties. They will learn to compare and group materials, categorising them 

based upon their properties. They will also discover how some materials can change from a solid to a 

liquid or gas.  

PE: During the first half term, the children will be completing a gymnastics unit in the Village Hall. As well 

as gymnastics, the children will be taking part in a range of outdoor invasion games where they will learn 

how to attack and defend in small game scenarios. Please ensure that PE kits are in school every day and 

are appropriate for indoor dance and outdoor games.  

Geography/History: In History, for the first half term we will be concluding our topic on Saxons and 

Vikings, we will then be moving to ‘The Tudors’ later in the term. Our Geography theme this term is ‘a 

European study, where we will look at the similarities and differences between Northern Europe and 

England.  

Art: Our Art focus this term will be the work of Russian artist Wassily Kandinsky.  
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Computing:  This term we will be analysing databases and spreadsheets, building further on our coding 

skills as well as embedding the use of the internet across the curriculum. 

Music: In Music, the children will be further developing their skills, learning all about music appreciation 

and will have the opportunity to discuss a range of music genres and styles. They will also look at exploring 

rhythm, beat, pitch and playing instruments. Throughout the term the children will have many opportunities 

to practice their new skills and will have time to implement these when performing longer pieces of music.   

RE: We will be focusing on, ‘Why do Christians believe Jesus was the Messiah? Once completed, we will 

move onto studying the Torah and looking at why it is important for Jewish people.  

Languages: In the Spring Term, our French will be focused around the topic, ‘En Ville’ and we will learn 

about where we live and our local area. We will continually review the basics and will look at what it takes 

to be a good language learner.  

Vocabulary: As a school we are keen to encourage and support our children with their learning and 

understanding of new vocabulary. To help this, below is a range of subject specific words that the children 

will learn throughout the Spring Term.  

Properties, solubility, transparency, conductor, dissolve, evaporating, reversible, filtering, irreversible, 

conductivity, insulation, Invasion, precipitation, condensation, civilisation, longitude and latitude.  

Homework: Throughout the week there will be a range of homework (Maths, spelling and English), 

Spelling will be tested on a Wednesday. In addition to this, there may be occasional topic based homework 

or projects throughout the year. If your child is encountering any issues regarding homework, please inform 

the school and we will do our best to support you. 

If you have any questions or queries then please drop an e-mail to admin@west-west-hill-

primary.devon.sch.uk. Also, if you have any resources which you think may be useful to any of our topics 

and would like to share them with the class, then please let me know.  

Please do not hesitate to make contact with us via the school office if there is anything we can do to help 

you and your child. 

Thank you for your continued support, 

Mr Martin 

 


